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Sttttjot'fi; 3^tttntt. 



JL AKING advantage of the prevaiKng 
rage for Novels, the vehicles by which 
the most fatal poison is often conveyed 
to the heart, I send these volumes into 
the world with the humane intention, 
perhaps presumptuQus hope, 6f counter- 
ai:ting the effects o^Lsuch productioAs, by 
inspiring my young readers with juster 
sentiments, and a more correct taste, than 
what is usually acquired by perusing 
books of mere amusement. . . 

To beguile the remembrance of real 
and recent misfortunes, by relating a 
story, the incidents of which are partly 
fictitious, I have been insensibly led to^ 
compile this little work : But though the ^ 

story is indebted to fancy, the reflection^ 



iV PRBFACB. 

with which it is interspersed, arc those of 
sentiment, and flow directly from the^ 
heart. 

Should the friendg in whom mine is 
most tenderly interestedv reap either plea- 
sure of improvement from this Work- 
should I, by nieans of it, inspire one vir- 
tuous aim, or cherish one pious sentiment 
itk the minds of youth, I shall' submit 
contentedly to the award of an itnpartlat- 
public with respect to its literary merit, 

of which 1 am not qualified to judge ; 

but which. In my estimation, is compara-. 
tively of little importance.. 

Edinburgh, 
September l6, 1785^ 
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INTERESTING MEMOIRS. 



THE fpirit of true valour which animated the 
heroes in the age of Louis XIV, was not 
confined to France. The contagious manners of 
a voluptuous monarchy and a licentious court, had 
not yet di:fiiiied themfdves through the people of 
England ; and their ancient fpirit leemed to revive, 
at the very moment when the rival powers of Eu- 
rope required that England fhould take a decided 
part in their quarrels, in order to preferve that bal- 
ance on which thsir ntutaal ia£htj depends, 

Adverfity is ofien the parent of virtue. The do- • 
meftic troubles in which that kingdom had lately 
been involved, not only gave a check to the progrefs 
of vice and luxury, but led men to think, juftly, . 
which is the firfl ftep towards a<fdng nobly. 

Amongft thofe who, difgufted with the purfuit 
of pleafure, or indulgence of Hoth, wifhed to diftin-* 
guFfh themfelves in the field of glory and fame> 
were tlie young Earl of Granville, and his friend 
Mr. Seymour. — ^The name of a Conde infpired 
them with an ardent ambition, not only to fhare in* 
bis glory, but to emulate his virtues. Accordingly, 
having ho parents to control them, or combat* 
what fome would deem a romantic enthuliafm,* 
tkey embarked for France ; reached the army^ 
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which was then encamped at Siennes^ and intro^ 
duced themfelves to the Princei as two young fol-. 
diers of fbrtune* who wifhed to %ht u^uif r hJis^ ban« . 
ners, whilil oppoflng their common enemies. . 

It is needlefar to fay that our young heroes fuf-, 
fcred no opportunity to cfcape of fignalizing them- . 
felyes j and fo fuccefsful were they in their various 
enterprizes, that at the peace of . - Lord. 

Granville was pofli^fled of a Capts^'s, and Mr. 
&ymou^ of a Colpnel's comnilflion. Th^ fornnpr 
returned to England, hu^ the la^teif e^tere4 l^^^ 
t^ej feryice of the Dutch. 

Tired at length with the fatigues of war, Colonel 
Seymour determined to abandon them for a life of 
domeftic c^uiet. ^ie returned to, his native country,* 
which a^cquaintance with others had only ferved, 
to endear. " With part of his patemaj fortune he 
purchafed a retired and beautifiil farm- He mar- 
ried an amiable woman, refle(aed on the variqus , 
bieffings "he poff(?ffe4, and refolyed to be happy. 

Ktablt, hgwever, is often more powerftil than 
principle. Accuftoined to an a<aive Hfe^ the powers 
of his mind languiihed for want of employment.. 
His haughty and imperious temper, which he l^d 
been. a.t no pains to fubdue, having now no objects . 
for iti| cxercife, degenerated into pccviflinefi, ca- 
price, an4 difcontent. 

His genjiei p^rtijeii borie Her ftfira of tW^ unequal 
ypke vfjdi ^Ui^ns. ix\hmi&<>^. : Perhaps, had fte 
cicrt^jdja Vulc m^te fpiri.t, thfi. dam^^nd^ made on< 

h^T §?ribeaj:anqe wouH neither have been f9 nuine?v;, 
roujs, npr {q ittcp^i^ ; bu^E h»r fotiV was. of that 



\ 



k of ' ftnfti QiF unkindaefs ; and ihe refeib^d qiJictty t^ 

\ bear, what &e had neither ftrei^ik to Qj^oie, noc: 

flail to remedjF. 

Colonel Seymour vas detcrmii^ei in the choice 
'• of his residence, from its vicinity tQ the C^iftie. of. 

Haftings ; the feat ofc his ancient friend Lord 
Qra?iwle» who vasi iiv X^ib qm <^ the looft itf- 
l^^^hk chara^efs of that ?g^. H« h«d cairif iajr- 
bibed thofc juft iy)tions of bpnwr,i th^t fortimdf*. 
iftagnai^TOity, an4 lov^ o| tru^ glprjR^ »ad ftU thofo.- 
exsilted yi^^^i*^ which were difpUyed in the co«da^. 
of a Villeray, a Conde, and * TiweAlwe, Bttt„ along . 
with theft, he h«id ch^ yift^ ^o the gentler wtues . 
i ^ c^ th^ heart ; Th^ forifper ftrM^ tai^cQmmGBd vta 
i to the eHee^ of others } . hdSi i| h^ itQiH lh« ktter 1S» : 

I sptTift derive our felf-enjoynnent. 

I 

WHh all thefe advapt^ges, the charaaer oC X«9rd4 
Granville was ftron^l/ i^aarked by i^mbition and- 
Wgh notions of birth.*., Confcious gf having deferv- 
ed the fevour of his foyereign, his claims, perh^s^ 
bore a Jufter proportion to his deferts than to the' 
pow/er of his m;aflter ; whofe proflirion and love of: 
pleafure deprived him of the means of rewarding- 
itierit, by leading him to beftow his favours qhiefty 
on thofe who contributed at once to his enjoyment 
; s^ his.i^ain]r«, 

[. ^ Kfguftcd with tl» court, Ae maimers of which - 

j ilicurFed bodi btfs l^tred ami contnx»ptf he retiredt 

to the feat of his anceftors^ where, follownog the 
^ natural bias of his exalted mjnd, he ftrovc to prq- 

mote thehappineft, sis he had formerly dt^tic the 
I glory, of his country- 

He mairied^ his co«^ haip limthi. H<wwird ; 

idN^ kyv th» poMbac^ «ff im piptlMiV 4kMl tee*" 
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i 
(keltered in the quiet of retirement from the ^ 

general contagion ;• that lady choofing rather, by 
living in the country, to deprive her daughter of 
the. high polifh of a court, than to ftain the purity 
of her mind, by eipofing her to its corrupting^ 
manners and example* 

A year after their marnage» Lord Gh-anville's 
happii^s received a greater addition than he thocK^ht ' 
it could admit of, by the birdi of a fon ; and befohs- 
other two expired, his lady prefented him like wife  
with a daughtter. But the laft only lurvived long- 
enough to make her excellent parents experience 
the whole bittemefs of forrow ; by giving early 
proofs of tsdents fitted to adorn a public ftation, 

and virtues to endear a domeftic charader. j 

\ 

The ftridleft intimacy had fubfifted in early life, j 

between Lady Granville and Mrs. Seymour, whofe 1 

education had been carried on together under the 
ihfpedkion of Lady Howard. And though neither 
of thefe young, ladies poflefled that fanguine temper 
and lively imagination, which give birth to the 
enthufiafm of fnendlhip, they felt for each other 
that fettled efleem, ind complacency which oftea.^ 
forms the moft lafting attacliments.. 

Theirs was afterwards ftrengthened and con*- 
firmed, by condant intercourfe between the two 
families, and acquired a peculiar tendemefs from 
their mutual dkiireires : For it is certain, thofe. 
amicable connedlions are ever the moft lading, 
which take their rife >from mutual dependence and 
fympathy. 

In the kind and gentle bofom of Mrs. Seymour, 
Lad|p Ckamfiik fepofdi that taidei fonrovr wUchi 



^IfA Pf h^ dcuigbte? eciaL&medt »id vbidi die 
^SiS^^lnfire^ng ^ iliftr«& of a hnlhand &e £oodU. 

The fufFerings of Mrs. Seymour from the con-. 
%llKt bsd hiMPaour of the CoWeU were a£ a yeiy 
4^|^en^ lUMune. ;. i^iid thottgh they owid not be 
«pllcc»)i$d fir<mithc obfeivstion of kfir fiifiid, yetia 
i§$md did ihe hold the w»akme& of a 4ii9nt4tev 
ivilji which dm was fo aeaHy conneded, that Out 
iiMer mvittoned them, bm wikh a view to psHHwit^ 
wknt flie yaialy eadeavottiied to hide* aa4 never 
Q^Mld hope feo aaieuL 

. The temper of Cdbnel Seymour, howover, &eni<^ 
ed fenfibly phanged^ by att cvjeAt equally agreeaUe 
and unezpeifted^. After having been feveral years 
nien^ied without children^ Mrs/ Seymour was deliv- 
^ed of a fine girl, who awakened in the boiom of 
her father fenfations the moH tender and delightful ; 
and agreeably employed his mind in forming 
fi^xpes.fer h^ future education and improvement. 

. The birth of this chBd. was confidered by Lajy 
GmnviUe as the happieit circumftance that could' 
be£^ hfr friend ; nor did it feem of much kik con*, 
fequence to heifelf. The young Lord Haftings 
having been fcnt about thifi time on^ a viiit to his. 
grancfanother. Lady Granville felt, that the death 
of her daughter, and abfetiice of her fon, was a trial 
tcto great for her weak fpirtts to fuJ>port : Heaveft 
feemed to have fent this child to fupply, in fome 
meafure, the void thus left in her heart. She vifited 
Springwood every day, and never failed to carefs • 
tb&.fweet innocent ,with all a 9iothev'$ fondnefs*. 
Mjrs^ S^njpur, well knowing the auachfl;wnt. Lsw^r 
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GraAvSle had to At name of Louifa, ^hich bbr 1 

lamented child had bome^ requefted her to beconfie 
godmother to the little ftranger, and to allow it l^ 
be chriftened by that name. . 

« I receive with gratitude this inftance of yotir 
delicate attention/' replied Lady Granville ; " but^* 
indeed) my beloved friend, though I accept the' 
name» you muft pardon me for declining the office' 
of godmother. An oath is of too facred a nature 
to be unneceiTarily undertaken ; the parents are 
certainly the moft proper fponfors for their children :- 
I have never aflced any peribn to (land for mine^ 
becaufe I think this not only an ufelefs ceremony, 
bttt, wifh the generality of the world, a criminal 
profanation of a moft facred engagement.'^ j 

For fome time the lovely Louifa feemed to 
reftore peace and even cheerfiilnefs to the boibm of 
her parents. 

Their fondnefc for her was great, but it was juftt-^ 
fied by the beauty and fweetnefs of tKefr little 
darling. Her time was divided between them and 
Lord and Lady Granville, whofe affe^ion for her 
feemed almoft equal to that which nature tnfpi^res. 

Her educaition, during the firft years of her life,, 
agreeably occupied thofe hours which u fed to hang 
heavy on the hands of her fond father ; and he 
afterwards contmued to fuperintend himfelf her 
pro'grefs in thoie branches which required the aid 
of fuperior matters. In the mid-ft of thefe agreeable 
occupations, however, the family "at Springwood "^ 
received a flioc)s, which being sdike unfortunate and 
unforef^n, produced the moft fatal confequences* 
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. The Colonel's fortune, coniiiling of fifteen tlioQ* 
taxifi pounds, he was advifed to fecure in the fiinds % 
•^md for that porpoie had coIIe<5led and placed it in 
the hands of an eminent broker, who was to have 
tianfaaed the bufinefs the very day on which he 
-died* His affairs were found in the greateft confn- 
£on } and after every attempt to aflert his juft 
.claims, the Colonel .could only recover three of the 
£fte€B thoufand* 

This blow, to a man advanced in years, chagrined 
in temper, and declining in health, was indeed a 
^hreadful one. The Colonel was neither poflefled 
of that philofophy which teaches us to bear patiently 
what we cannot efcape, nor ibothed with that reli* 

fion which palliates the bittemefs of difappointed 
ope with the aiTurance of certain felicity. 

To a x>crfon about to quit life, one would think 
the goods of fortune would feem trivial and infignffi- 
cant ; but the mind graips at thofe obje<fls in which 
it has long delighted, and feels its foncuiefs for them 
xncreafe, by the near propped of a Reparation. 

. The Colonel ftrove to brave the ftorm, and fup* 
port this ftroke with the refolution of a foldier. The 

. hardy oak proudly oppofes the whole fury of the ele- 
ments, and is fcorched by the lightninj^, or over- 
thrown by the tempeft ; whilft the humble willow, 
by gently yielding to its force, prefer ves fecure its 
onenvied Aation. Such were the difiPerent tempers 
Vfith which the Colonel and his amiable wife en- 
countered adverfity, andfuch too were the different 

' 4ciFedls produced by it.-«-Colonel Seymour did not 
ioi^ lament his lofs of fortune ; afudden ftrobe of 
the palfy put a period to that life, which was ahescdy 
wearing towards its clofe. 
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. Tkofi^li die diftrd^ and ectoftsmt mqufedi^ 
iKpliich hi» caprice and Sl-licmoar had inffi^ed o4i 
Ids ffende partnter, were now rk» more f yet afiEir 
Us death, &m expeneneed pattg4r a thoafand times 
more fev^re than any his harfhn^ had occafioned* 
In the grave of a friend we btiry all his foibles ; 
^ere wefacrificc our little (Mfgvtfts aiid refentmeiits^ 
Timie, whilft it throve a facred veil over his etrdf^i^ 
ferves alfo greatly to magnify his virtues We f(^ 
member them without thofe ihades which the im- 
pcrfeAfons of human nature had mingled with cheni, 
—■we feel our irreparable lofs,^— ^vste dcjprlore it,--*- 
and the t«idemefs of melancholy, unitivkg willif the 
admiration of virtue^ gives Unh to a fentimeiit t6^ 
exquifite to be defined } and which, by confftantl^ 
accompanying the idea of our^ departed ftiend, rea- 
ders our mournful recolledion of pai)) plealiires of» 
ten more delightful than the enjoyment of fuch as 
are prefent. 

At leifure to reflie<ft on the Tairrotis fituavionts a«L^ 
infirm^ health of Colbi^l* Seymour, his vQx&^ wilft 
found af thoafaaid reaibns to' exctiie; and, even- j«^a> 
fy his capricious temper. A thoufand proofs of his 
teadeinttisf ml&ed on hof mind' ;^ andf ihe accilfeti 
lieifel^ eoHfina^y of ha<^Ag been impatieAt vMet 
^e tftie and; ungniteful fer th^ odMr. i^^Ahappy 
tfMk of an excefff of the ;Rndlb a»»kibk vb«aet> hu^^ 
m^yaiidingeniaity ! 

Tte f#kAidfli%> d? La^ Granvtlie Ibl^^H^ v^ 
^in tfyiixg jumfture die feelilej«3f^ of her mfed,;tftetf 
ai«fed' die tffwtts o§ her realbti, fo dif^ tlie ekf&d 
wMi vAatk grirf had' en<^eloped it. Her h^m fotiiMl 
ii% chief confolation iu the innocent} end^atmibAt^ 
«&d tMtcMbl artentidti^ ol her ckat9i»ifg dt»!ig^ter» 



^^fJfo^sU nic^'^beccte 'fee 'only Vource of Txer*"c<5&- 
'ife^, 'the only objcA of net cafe. 

*i*he Exigtilar beauty of her pcrfon^ whllR ittTat- 
^tered ihe vairity of a mother, awalccnefl in 'her 

bofoin a variety of iapprehenfions. She never re* 

gretted the lofs of fortune on her own account ;, but 
*when ihe cori/TderecI the dangers knd inortifications 
"to which !t would ftibjeifl'her child, accuffoirted to 
^a/Ibciate with people in a filperior raiik, and educated 

with the profpeft of an independent fortune, hct 
^eart died within her ; nor was this the chief fource 
*pi her inquietude. She early difcdvered in Xiouifa, 
^ that refined and iriefeiiuousTehfibilityi which would 

at orice expdfe her to the moft 'exq'uiTite Tufferings, 
•kiid incapacitate her 'for Supporting* them. 

.TKe'varfoiis itixleties &^t'pfe?ye liyr mind, 

' enfeeliled her body, and iiApdir^d Her health witlh 

terror and angiiifh. X»ouifa faw Ker daily, declining. 
^'Afraid'to awaken ^^thpfe !api)fehei[ifi6nsin tKe bofqm 
[^6f Ker niodier, which 'fhe'coiild no longer ^Banilh 

from her owp, 'the colhihunicated lieV fears to her 
.'fympathifiiig frieiicl Lady Granville ; wHo,'6n pre- 
^^tencebf a call in paJUri^, Ib'rought an emihent'pKy- 

fician to vlfit Mrs. Seymour. 'Jflp/inade 'no fcfu- 
''pie 'to pronounce "her in "danger of a '3icliiie, and 
 acTyifed* jiimicdliafe change of climate as ffie only 

fpoflible means of prolonging her life* ^ 

It was ^a*nece(rafy,'l'ut pamfufp&ce, to commir- 
liicate this information to fes. Seymour. Lady 

Granville did fo in the moft cautious -m^m^ier. 

y T^Hi^kji(it,.;^my 'watcfirurfriend;^* TephVa.'fhc, 
*^ that I am'eifliefignoraritoftty mafc^y^ 
<^/Vd wlth-my dangtr. '^'^ithkiTo/hmc 'tlS« 
B 'vol. I. • - - 
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been familiar to my thoughts, and, as far as was 
allowable, the objeft of my wiflies. That I have 
hitherto been filent on this fubjedt, proceeded 
entirely from averfion to give you pain, and to 
afflia my beloved child, whofe heart, alas ! is 
but too fenfible to every diftreii of her mother's. 

** If we muft part, to you I confide my treafure ; 
on you I iiely for fupplymg her lofs, and even 
teaching her how to forget it, by your generous, con- 
ftant friendfliip.'* 

Lady Granville was deeply affeded by this con. 
verfation, and after the moft folemn affurances of 
fidelity to the truft repofed in her, urged Mrs. Sey- 
mour, in the ftrongeft terms, to confent to going 
abroad widiout delay. She oppofed her arguments 
■with a variety of pleas ; at laft, looking tenderly at 
her friend, and paufmg for a moment, " Why, why, 
my deareft Lady Granville, fhould you be thus 
sinxious to preferve a life, which is evidently haf- 
tening to a period ; and which I cannot even pro- 
long, but at an expence which my little fortune 
can ill fuppoit. You know the whole amount 
of Colonel Seymour's effefts does not exceed three 
thoufand pounds ; a fum by no means adequate 
to the eipenfive education of Louifa, and which, 
if I cannot increafe by my oeconomy, I will at 
leaft nev4sr diminilh in the way of a doubtful ex- 
periment. With me, indeed, its effe^s are not 
doubtful, fince I am convinced by my feelings^ 
that I never can recover.'* 

Lady Granville ceafed to urge her friend ; but on 
her xeturnine home, wrote her the following letter^ 
hkrlpfmg ad^u^bt QU her banker for a thoufand 
pounds* 
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To Mrs. Seymour. 

« 

** I TRUST my dear Mrs. Seymour is not to learn. ^ 
tliat the only advantage which wealth can confer 
on her friend, is the power of beftowing it on 
others. I never knew till now the value of money ; 
jjoach, indeed, fhall I feel myfelf indebted to Prov- 
idencey if it can in the imalleft degree contribute to 
your health or enjoyment* 

** I will not injure your friendfhip, by ftippofing 
that you will refufe this fmall teftimony of mine ; 
but fhould you feel the flightefl hefitation about ac- 
cepting itf think for a moment what you would 
(ufFer, if you faw me in diftrefs which you could 
alleviate, but which a falfe and cruel delicacy on 
my part oppofed, and rendered impra<fticable. ' 
Make this appeal to your own ingenuous hearty and 
I will tnift my caufe to its deciiion. 

** I ever am, with confirmed cfteem, and tender 
aScdIion, 

Yours, 

Louisa Granville.'** 



To Lady Granvilk* 

•• DID I ftand in need of proofs of the moft gen^ 
erous and conftant attachment, the letter before 
me would fupply inconteftible evidence of yours. 

« With a mind weakened by diieafe, I dare 
har<ily truft to the appeal you require. Something 
witii^ this boibn^ whether pride or delicacy I know 



not) reyalts at the idea of recehring a gift of this, 
nature, which it is uttqrly iD^poffible I can ever 
repay. But, from whatever princ;iple thefe feelings, 




i^s, ys>m efte^m. aii4 ap^rpb^i6% 



« Thfift hav^L long coi^fti(;ut94 the cljad^ crijuj^, 
i^ent of 

Your 4^^otod friend, 

^ ^ l/^i^o^ji. ha^lpft inf9ri^,9d^m^ of th<B l|tte^-, 
TOi^ W^ i^i>t, hgr. O, La^ Gr^ji^yiJlQ, ! my^^ 

3(5^^: ft,^9p,4,,Darei^^ ! bo^f can . I x^^rm ^^1 ^^- 
t^d^ ij[>^ aami;-^.tipn oC yo^j:. gop^npfs, or r^thei; 

how can 1 eiprefs it ? Youjr noble generofity. ^^Jtc^. 
overpowera my heart. This gift to my mother, fo" 
iuirprifva^ fo ijt^^e^e,d--bijt yr^fj do I. t^ in. 
tnis' maaner \ Is there any thing great oj- gp04, 
that is not familiar to Lady Qra^villc ? Deareft, 
Ma^^7x;k! I c^no^ily thank you with my tears ; but-, 
do not reftrain theni ; th?y are accompanied with 
a feeling fo delightful, that I would rather weep 
with you than rejpi?;^. \5^kh alj the world. Could 
envy find a. place in the'bofdm of her whom you 
h^QUf '^]^. jmi frieftdftAP,, I %nld certainly 
^Vy you ypiir pref^nt feelings. Bii>t; I (fs^n ti;ulx 
fay, had t the jpT/\^Qr, I iKoul^ knq;vy^^ i^ 4^.%^^- 
equal to that of obliging you. ' 

« ?e:rh;^s it nWry.pijQy,^ tJiat I wod t^ot altpgetl^er, 

wfm^X ^^m. gsf##A. ?K^ I k'^Mn ^t 
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thoTigR yours infpires me "with equal plcafure and 
gratitude, you are the only perfon in the worlj . 
mm whom I could receive fuch an obligation, 
without feeling fenfible pain. • May I never forfeit 
your efteem, or forget your goodnefs ; and may 
you, dear Madam, long live to fulfil the benevolent 
purpofes of your heart 5 "whej-e, I tiuft, you will 
ever End a place for your much obliged, obedient* 
and" grateful 

Louisa Seymour.** 

It being now the month of September, there was 
no time to lofe in making preparations for the de- 
parture of Mrs. Seymour and her daughter. About 
this time. Lord and Lady Granville received the 
moft lively fatisfadlion by the return of I^ord' Haft* 
ings from an academy where he had fpent the laft 
Hx. years. The matter of it, having long officiated 
as. chaplain in the. regiment commanded bj Colonel 
Seymour, had recommended himielf to the eileeni. 
of all the officers, by his good fenfe, liberal fenti- 
ments, and unaffedled piety ; and by his unaffuming 
manners and ftridl regard to his duty, was revered 
even by thofe who lived in the conftant violation of 
theirs— — Such, is the power of real goodnefs ! 

The advantages to be reaped from fuch an in- 
ftruftor, were too many, not to over balance, in 
minds like Lord and Lady Granville's, the natural 
de/ire of having their only fon placed near themr. 
And as Dr. Melville complained, that the frequent 
avocations, occafioned by the holidays, had a bad 
cflPcdi: in diflipating the minds of his young pupik, 
and giving them habits of inattention, his fond pa- 
rents facrificed their indulgence ta his improvementjk, 
and never brought him home but at Chriftnsas. " 
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^ c^Ue, Bj^i xffXQ pbmge vhich that tiipe ha^ puM 
te ^ itt u^aJbitJW^ts. 

p$rK>4» when young zaqi of ir^k ^qq oft^i^ ^f^p^ 

» a iifygi^^ia^Vk lig^fe eitb*?- ^^pm th* n^ iivi^n • 
lerence* or affedled petulance of their n^s^OJU^f^ 
Equ^j rf 9iQtf ^^ the clown and the coxcomb. 
Lord Mailings appeared with that modefty and re- , 
ferve which agreed fa well with ^e dignity g£ Jii* . 
aipedty and fiAgiuar elegance of his perfon, d^at it« 
yds 4? imppffible to behold him without complacent . 
Cji as to lifteu to him withqut admiration. Hu. 
^e ^^Qigent eyes convincpd o^e before he ip^e». 
iJi^t ox^e had every t|iing nol4e to cxpedl fropi thc.- 
mmd that informed them ;* and as their exprefliop 
Varied wit^ every varying fentiment, the feeU 
Lig heajit tpol^ an immediate intereftin their luv^. 

• It is highly %ttering to OBr felf-lpye, to find otH^ 
px{\ iippre$pns confirnied. The chara<5ter of Lord , 
liaidings did more than Mfil the a^gre^ble pref^ges . 
to which the fiiift fight of his perfon gave birth. ^ 

• It iJfjftsi injppfliWe ths^t tmr^ yo)i»g IW^lc, fo pttK.. 
fp^iy %W?bJi® %S '^s peyippur a^d Lord Ha^fcrogs,. 
€«VW \>Pkp\^. ^§h P^h^r W\\^ in^iffi?r^ci? ; but, 
 yil\9^, uft?^9I?ADTOe4 to ttie i^fiely ^f wome^v, he 
fcH feJwftK eipji»?,rnifled ii^ hfr pn^efcnc^ 5 ^nd fewa 
a fort of fecK^t tppf^V^i^ft, 3yppeftt«4 <i^%i/5p^eire;x 
4ft 6if:i^ ¥Mk ^t^^d^i^ ^ p^tien^s ^^cl^ thqib 
;^hp dx^ 90| fe^l the'^^ propriety ; Vot whoch his 



flflff smA. 4flightf<M J t'Wt **" ^f Wt was ip no dai^ 

tr 6;pm aijy othet, ^s, t}fe opMtTOiuejs. of fi^eiiw 
ifs Seymour feld,oi^ 9(Xttrr,e^; ^i^her- attcnUoi| 
TTM fo eivtiTely engroffed by her mother) that ihe 

^B«y ^kJJtg fynmz #u«R9St ^« %v; ^Wftffl"^- 

Mra. SejciOPLU- 9Qii ^fr chflripb^ ^ugJiter took i) 
very tender leave of Lord ana Lady Granville. 
Lo^d . Haaings. wa^ pcde^if %t thw in^exvif^ ^d 
felt tipi^elC deeply af&fl^^ 'i? "V? bchawMir of 
:^dfti6| J wlin, m aahi^xfipg bei; be.wV*f f^if lieiPr 
(^ wliall7 to {bi^et c^ th^ vei£ ^y vitne^es of 
iev imoOfifis. 3|04 bi^iluig into tcj^s, yptb, much 
4^C^tT ^licitla(e4 tjie]i^ \69wiH t . " Oh Lad^ 

)i£c of my bd^lcned paii**"* I— tW?; VfiftTOJ" iaU Kf 
HSird ywi, — 1 never, never cwu" 

LQr4 H^flM PW*!)K4 bW 1h?, ^^ ; ifiT'f 

mind. He ^:04ve;»j h^ ta ^ 
^ iWter WaM %■•»«(.') 
mpiy evficy a,^7flnme fta 9 
;^in bpr joarn^ y ; pe i^l^ l 
Iff L^uift^tiV % 6gto of % 
f4 ij^th tenn. dfffnyed biigi of 
, tjme only to bid her adieu ; ti 
^tifd left Jiiwiufi fc^^gf mirwi equfJlji^^- 
9»^itu)^ i % ciWfc of 1^11 itp dJA^, #ftpgg^ 
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Lady Granville joined in tht high^ft encomiums oir 
the character of Mrs. Seymour, and the fingular 
beauty and fweetnefs -of her daughter ; whofe filial 
piety Lady Granville praifed, with the enthufiafi» 
of a friend, and the fondnefs of a mother. 

The fpeech Louifa had made at parting dwdt: 
on the mind of Lord Haflings ; and no fooner did 
his father leave the room, than he eagerly demand^ 
cd an explanation of it from Lady Granville. 

She hefitated a few moments, and then taking^ 
out of her pocket the two letters ftie had received a 
fortnight before — " The Occafion of thefe, my dear 
Henry," faid Ihe, ** was my fending a draught to 
my valuable friend, to defray the expenfe of a 
journey, which' fhe would not undertake, for fear o£ 
encroaching too far on her daughter's flender for— 
tune. — Heaven grant this journey fuccefs 1" 

Lord Haflings read the letters with the moft 
ieameft attention ; on finifhing that from Louifa, he 
arofe with vilible emotion^ returned them to his 
mother^ and grafping her hand, which he preffed 
to his lips, -he looked at her for fome moments with 
eyes that fpoke both love, gratitude, and admira- 
tion ; then, heaving a figh, he- exclaimed, — ** Oh 
may I never, never give pain to a foul fo tender, fb 
generous, as yours !" and haftily quitted the room; 

He retired to his own apartment, and full of the 
fcenes which had juft pafTed, took up his pen, and 
addrefled his friend Mr. Beaufort, with whom he 
had long been accuftomed to fhare every thought ; 
and who had gone lately to the univcrfity at Cajn- 
Widge^ whidier he was fooa to follow i-^ 
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* AS I can never enjoy any Atisfii&ion in whichi 
?>X 4S?f^ Bej«af9it d^cs not Bart^e, I^^^ to tctt, 
]Fpu^ tliat the tfindiernefs w^fli wluc]^, i; a^ O^ateo^ 
\>vjDhc,' liisfe Pf, P,3^rJ?nts, njates me aliCoflL forget thc^ 
a^ence of mj^ friend, pften Ij^ve ^^, admired to* 

fethcr, the great, tJie awful virtues of a Cato^ a 
rutusy and a Fabius : but with wbat fuperior de- 
light do I contemplate thofe of a mild, gentle, do-. 
zitieftic nature, which are daily difplayed at the caf- 
tle.o£ IJaftJngs V Witl\what reverence do Ibehqld^ 
the ^e.J^.eiH?fi^y^wjj;i> wh^^^ §ratitu4e fe^ tJie. a|feaioiv 
cf^ l^br4 a^d iady Graavule ; wXOf^ fox^etting the; 
a;^^,^oriiy ojF pajeijts, cpadRCjend to 'treat xns ^l^\ 
t^^ c<^?jLfi4f;a9^. aiict f^jjiguity. of friends. 

•*, Vpqt\ t^T: aricivjaj, Ij^xe, 1 was introduced, hgg 
tm ijaoj^ei- to Yiei: XQ9JEl intij^^te friend, ti?^ widow. 
ot Colonel Seymour ; and her daughter, a beautifu| 
girl about fevente^ep. The former appears to bo « 
^^^p, ippdefl* ^ a^ee^ble^ bj^ iix- a very de- ^ 
<paipg ftate of. healt^h^ I woul<^ 3J?exapt a d^crip- %, 
tion of tie letter, but ajOfi^ayare of your raillery. X 
viaJl cQ^^eiJ, h9weyer, I ne^^cr fa^^^ fa interefting s^'. 
cqjUAtenaiice, pi fo niuch beauty joined with &cl^ 
engaging finapljicity. 5oj: tjie laft quality, £he is 
probably indebted to her retired manner of life, 
vAich.ha?,been fpent ]\exe ^X a fweet romantic farm 
<;^lJjed Spring^'^oo^ purchaJCed by Colonel Seymour, 
oipL account 01 its iif ^rixcii to the caftle ; he aiUdrny^ 
father Having, bef n ijcvtixpij^x ^^W^^^^. ^^^^ 
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" Thefe ladies are juft fct out on a vifit to the 
continent, as change of climate is thought eflcn- 
tially neceiTary for poor Mrs. Seymour. 

•* With' much pleafure fhould I have accompa-^ 
nied them, but my father wifhes me to fpend one- 
year at Cambridge, in the midft of my friends, be*-* 
fotc fettihg out on my travels. Adieu.** * 

To the Jamc 

" YQU rally me, Beaufort, as I forefaw would be: 
the cafe ; you even pronounce me downrightly in 
lovc) and affirm, that my wound is already too deep- 
to bear being probed : You tell me that confciou£^- 
nefs alone could make me fear the raillery of my^ 
friend, and that it would have been more natursil 
at twenty-two to have launched' out in the.praife of ^ 
a young beauty, than to harangue on the virtues oC" 
an old father and mother. v , 

•* Well 5 enjoy your fancied penetration : to dif^ 
pute your opinion, I plainly perceive, would be to 
confirm you in error. Yet fpite of your malice, I' 
would attempt a defcription of this charming girl, 
were I not confcioiis that I am utterly incapable oF 
doing juftice either tp her mind or pcrfon. ^ 

I 

•* Brought up at a diftance from the gay world, 
fhe blends the modefty of innocence with the cafe- 
of politenefs ; (He is a ftranger to its cuftoms ; but. 
from the readinefs of her apprehenfion, tjie elegance 
of her manners, and the warmth of her heart, ap*^. 
pears only to be ignorant of its vices and follies.. 
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'** The delicacy of her form, agrees widi tBat of 
^er mind ; I fear fhe poilefles too great a (hare of 
that fenfibiHty, which, cfaoo?h the ibnrce of our 
mod exquiiite enjojmentSy often too occaiions our 
moft lafUng inquietudes ; by expofing ns to danger 
from e^ery qoartcr, and rendering us Tuhierafale on 
eirery fide. To be ferious, Beanfort, I Ihonld reckon 
an attachment to Miis Seymour a very real misfor- 
tone. She fecms pcTfc&lj samablc, and qnaliiied 
to adorn any ftation ; but you are no (branger to 
the high fpirit of my father, and cannot doubt that 
he would greatly difapprcve cf his only fon enter- 
taining a ferious paflion for the daughter of a pri- 
vate gentleman, with fcarce any other patrimony 
liian the liberal education he has bellowed on 
her. 

** I am extremely concerned for the fitnatlon of 
poor Talbot ; his misfortunes will not be the lefs 
ieverely feJt, for being the confequcnce of his 
4>wn folly. 

** Poor fellow 1 he has many good qualities ; but 
a certain pliancy of dlfpoiition, joined to an intem- 
perate love of plealilre, is his ruin. Could you wean 
him from the worft of all vices, gaming, I ihould 
ftiU have hopes of his reformation ; but that I fear 
 is impoffible. Take what method you judge moft 
' proper of conveying the inclofed to him ; do not 
mention my name ; but, if poffible, prevent its be- 
ing lavifhed on villains and (harpers. 

" I IhaU be with you on Tuefday ; till then 
adiea* 

Hastings/* 



kr4 Tft^'trnWTi^o "iJiisifiroi]^ 

• •^ 

a 

To *Lora ITaJlt^gSf'di Cmnhrtdgi* 

^*< t Am pleaied, my flear H«irv> b'7 ihy jirirftiik 

Ito 'yqu, ,to lie uii^er the neceffity of indulging 

^yfelf, , You uofay Be alTured no einplbyment can 

Tie half *fo agreeable as that by which my fon may 

reap either pleafure or improvement. 



. " It Vas ^ith peculiar fatisfa<5tion I remarlcc3 
'during your laft vifit, that your ftudies had not been 
confined, to what was only elegant iand entertaining, 
but that you had made fcience rather fhism literature 
the obje(^ of your puffuit. 

** The pofleffors of the iformcr arfe ever mo'deft 
and referved ; thofe of the latter are generally proud 
and loquacious. The fpliere of real knowledge is 
.very narrow, 'b^t the immenrity of fpace lies opAi 
to hypotheils, the favourite buiinefs of iitefrature. 

« The extent of her dopiain renders her infolent, 
and the Reference 'p^id to her opinions teaches ^her 
to over-rate her pcfwers. The xafe is qltite, 'differ- 
ent with fcienjpe, Kot content wipi the, inforrn'a* 
tioh of oifiers, ffle expToreVtruth Jby* the help of her 
own eyes ^ '^ut'confcious tfiat thefe are Kame'to'yc- 
jcqptidn, and tate in bnly'a'very limited prorpedt, 
flie IS afraid to pronoiince dogihatitally on any ^licf- 
tion. She AeVer.irEyipufly attempts topafs, the 
boundaries which have been affigned Ker 'by Hea»> 
y^n, and is ever more ready to aflume tlie chara^et 
^f the pupil than the' preceptor. 

m 

** Good'tafte, my dear Henry, is a powerful co* 
adjutor to reafon in the condu^ of life. The per- 
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^eptkm of moral beauty is much, akin to that of 
it^imral ; . and a mind capable of receiving vivid imv 
^TrefSohs of the latter, will eaBly feel Ae influence 
-of the former. Strive then to 'cultivate the lovt 
•of every thing great, fublhne, and beautiful, whe- 
ther in the natural or moral world ; you will find 
^is a powerful prcfervativc againft thofe dangers 
to which your youth, rank, and fortune peculiarly 
»expofe yxm. Unhappily they attack us mod pow- 

^ crfijly at that period, when we have neither ftrengA 

to refift, nor fkill to elude their force ; but good 

. «afte, limtkig with good principles, wfll enable you 

^ lo ftand your ground, and even baffle all the arts 
♦of feduaion. Parewell. To prcfcrve you virtuous, 
4n order to render you happy, is the conftant aim 
♦of your affectionate father, 

 ' /. ! C . " Or ANVIL I/K.** 

; t   • . 

4 * I ' . • 

To Ue /ami. . : 

r ^'ISEND my dear Hemy the draught he delircs, 
•but have doubled the fum, that he may be undet 
•no temptation to reprefs one wifli of his generous 
•heart. . "^ - , . • 

1'?. *• •»■- , • ', . 

' ** Poiifliei, or, in other \rGTdsj luxurious^ na* 
^tions, 4re peculiarly fav6ti]»able to the growth ^of 
^If-love ; there, individuals feel fo many wants, 
that dieir attentibft is cMefly engrojBed by private 
H:onCemments. Hence it arifts, that? nien acquire 
«h extraordinary hnportance in their bwn eyes, and 
center all their vi«!i&s in the fingle point of felfifh 
'gratification. • : V .' v ; . 

_ ^'ftitithongh I: hope you wilLWer find your 
feigheft enjoyment in thfe exercife of benevolence. 



^§ JHTSREftTINO MZKOXfta. 

y$t kt m« vtm 7mi«.-iiofl to be tmipoftd an bf Qiqft 
vbo are improper ohjcQs of ytmr bounty. la. tkm 
^fnkf yoiir mttoded charity not only deprives tixe 
virl^Qi(s poor of thdr ckinxst bi^ proves am eiicoiifr. 
i^a^ment to vice and iloth. It is neeeSty^ not 
<boicey that incites the lowvr clafics of mankind 
to a^on ; and were the indigent iecure of food 
nad clothing from the dpalent^ there would be a. 
.£ttal oe^tton of induffaT' ; and chea what ^dseadftd 
diA>rders wouki eolue ? ^ . 
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" The defire of knowl^c^e at yicmr 9ge is both 
aataral ai&d proper ; hut take care that yottr pur- 
fiiit be properly cfireaed. Metaphy£cal TdSneitnents 
imd difqutOtions^ whSft they flatter the pzide of 
man, miflead his judgment, and corrupt his heart ; 
ftnd "whilft.they deceive him with promifes of fupe- 
rior light, ileal from him infenfibly thofe hopes and 
fears, which Omniikien^e . has a£igned as the great 
fjurinAS of hu^^kam €ondu<f): ; and plunge him at 
lengm in darknefs and defpain Religion ^» the 
only furc baiL^ of morality. I)o not cTen its ene- 
mies confefs thisy when they term it a political ex^ 
gmc ? In truth, human fociety cannot fubfift with- 
out the aid of religion ; and the wifeft legiflators 
}ia,ve achnowledgi^dj' chat is wa^ fafer for ttte^'popu* 
lace to have a fabulous^ greedy that none at:all« 

" Make religion then, my dear Henry, a fubjeA 
of attentive inquiry i but alwiays .remember it is its 
evidence, not its dodlrines^ of whidi you are to 
conftitute reafon^ the j^%e* . Whatever is derived 
from a Being of infinite wifdom muil be fuppofed 
to contain many things above human comprehen- 
fioo. The path of duty is phdn; betfaatjout^hief 
ftttdy. 
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' ^ Your moi0ief,hbd ^ letter 'yeKerday front Mrs. 
Sejna^ottn M^toi has bortie the journey to Dover 
|ii«tQr wrll^ SJle' aaad lier aauable daughter profeikt 
dieir 0OBfiplM»i$i}£t to .you. Adieu. 

^ GranviukV* 

' ' I 

To the fame. ., 

" Castle Hastings. 

L^.s > ^ * I HAVR jufl: bean exsunizusg, with atttatKn, 

«ii * . t^ sdi^furd^ai!^ mo&ftrous oj^ixiioiis ententa.ii(4d tp^ 

"^ . * th^:heatheh w<irld, of the uatore and attxtbi:i,&es of 

2 « 4 .the Deityv and ccmfefs myfelf ihocked beydtu! tx^ 

U m preffion, at human weakndk and error. Whem 

^«r|5' that reafon which philofophers proudly boaftcd 

*as ' an in^sllibk guide in their refearches aftev 

ttttth, when they adopted tiotuMUs id t^^gnant ^s> 

kft: daidates^ - ' q 

'«< I am perfiiaded, wc who are en%hteti<id hf 

t»^aitoii are tery mcompetent judges of' dlie exv 

timtof onalM^d reafon ; and often attribute to her 

natural force, what is the ejffecft of ' fiip^matural 

illumination. Some trifling critics have condemned 

the ancient poett for alcribiin^ the vidiDrieaof their 

heroc* to the iifterpoMon ot di^ir gods. "^ ASfflat 

4 merit," fa.y they, ** is tfiere hi c^tammg jl conqueft 

K by the affiftance of Jove ?" Homer has had jufler 

f notions of the importance of divine iaid, than many 

'* who call themfelves Chriftians. He faw that it 

I was abfolntely nece^ry to dve ^performance of any 

I ITcat ©r good adion. . .* 

« The ftudy of y&xy f wi>ul<l particularly r^- 
eommend to my dear Henry. It prefents a wide 
fisldy in which you may colled a variety of mate- 
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nals, highly u&ful for the eondud of life; It hsa 
likewUe -the ftrongeft tendency to* exalt our idea? 
of the Divine Govemmenty by dtfplaying to us the 
Supreme Difpofer of all eventSy ec^cing good from 
cvQ, order from confufion, and rendering the deep- . 
eft laid plans of treachery and violence, not only 
fubverfive of the ends propofedf but evidently conr* 
ducive to the contrary. 

*' There, too, youi will difcover the** ftcperior 
cellency of Chrifttanity -wlierever it has. had its 
tffed^ Its internal evidence, and natural tende_^^ ,. 
U what I. would chiefly have you to conlider./^ln} 
truth, my fon^ however abufed by the weaknefe oiji^ 
lyickednefs of mankind, the Chriftian fcheme i^^^**^*^ 
(hibitably the only- one worthy of its great AutMfivr* ' 
Adopt ito prii^i^es, cherift its. hopes, rely on its* 
promifes ; they will give dignity and confiftency t<^ 
your chara<5ler. Frequently contraft that of a man 
^RborJQins/ piety to God/ with benevolence, to men^ 
and mgintains )m integrity tlyroughr life, with thaii^ 
of the bpafting i»fidd fo, ftrikingly defcribed iife 
thefe words,: 

Vois ttt ce Libertitt en puWie inirei»de 

Qui preche contrc un Dieu quedan* fon ame ii croit ;. 

II iroit embraffcr la vcrite qu'il volt, 

Mais des fts fau?: amis il.qraint la raillerie, 

Et ne br^ve ainfi Dieu que par poltronnerie,. 

' ^< To af>ologize.to you.for being fcrious, would' 
be to affront your judgment^ and injurethat cfteen\. 
and confidence, with which I am your fincere friend, 
.^ well as; your affeftionjite father.. 




IWTKRE8TmO HIMOIItff. a 

' Mrt. Seymour ani' her daughter reached Dovi 

vitkoot smf crafe acctikHit. While ti»ey waked fi 

lh«:paci}aet, « coach <ke*« into the yard, the U». 

lin of which Mrs. Sejitianr inAanilf moUeaed i 

Wong> to the H«n<M]niMe Mr. Smnhope, wii 

whofe family ihe had become acquainted, wM 

on a viiit at Londira. He was poffeffed of an ar 

pie (ottani, imt ha* the affliftioil to fee hi* on 

ftn in fOahrming a fete of health aft» » fell fr» 

■y advice of his phyfkians, Mr. an 

vers refiJved to carry him abroai 

rf a warmer iliaiate. 

old have proved more fortoriaW ( 

two fkm'ihes, than thh rencomtter 

' jomedcompanits 5 (he anxieties < 

miA^' were eonfideraWy aUcTiate 

ig Aem toiler (brfiMe tfietM* ; an 

larable from bad health, awakeiie 

.^ 1..1. m.i.ijauiuAate bofom of Xiouifa a degree < 

foKcitwde to Bimife yoHi^ Mr. Stanhope* whic 

•ften niaA: htm ferget thw he h»d any caufe c 

OMnjrfaiat. 

They arrived at Paris at a time ■vrtien travellei 
Would have found objeas faffioient to graffy bot 
. Wfte fmd cmwfwty - batt health being *e fole er 
of their puriuit, they declined accepting the man 
polite invitations they received from people of d 
ftrit faftion, to whom they had brought letten . 
McommendMion. In eonfeqtience of one of thd 
the Marehionefs de St. Ctoii waited on Mrs. Se- 
monr, and urg^d he» m fueh flrOng, yet polite term 
» aceompaay her for a few days to her deUghtfi 
wlla on the borders of tfie forcft of St. Gcrnwii' 
that It was impoffiblc to refiifc her wqjieft. 
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The Marchionefs'was a widow ; ker fsynily^cdh* 
fifted of a fon. and thre^ daughters^ all of whom 
were educated in^a manner fuitable to their birth ; 
but their fortune being verj finally as is cuftomary' 
in France^ two of. them were delved, to thecon^. 
▼entuat life. 

» 

Adelsude» the: youngeQ:,, . wha had been {om^ 
time a boa;rder in the nunnery of St. Cire, was now 
on. a vifit to her moth^^ before entering, on.hei; 
noviciajce there. She was about two years older^ ^4F 
than Miis Seymour j aUke amiable and . engaging^ 
though not poiTeiTed of fuch regular beauty. Wien 
ihefe two ladies met* the in^preffion they mad< on . 
each other was toio ftrong ever t(9^ be, erafed. .Phi-^ 
lof<4>hers ,tell us, , wheajoncked'. fouls cpme. wi^m^ ^ 
the fphere of each other's «in$uenee» they.a^ ^4P^ ' ^* 
rally attrad and are attraded by each.other^^ 
homogeneous bodies. : 

An air of JOxAaaahBlj^ ipread over the ibft fea^ 
tBff«s of A»<iebide, fcnfiViy touched, the heart rf 
Lonifay which viinatcd to every exprefiion of ten, 
demefii. 

/Strangers V> f|ifpki<$n,ori}irguife, the unhappi^ 
fruits of conimerce with the worlds their inendfhif^ 
«Ofni^nced %t firil fight. 

In fornung an -amicablet connexion, there- is no 
need of laying down. rules, orfpecifying the duties 
incumbent on the federal -parties* The foul which- 
is capable of that exalted unioB» will itfelf fuggeft 
every fentiraent, and lead to every action, whiQl^. 
real friendfliiji involves in it« • .^ .^ 
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Dnni^ her refidence at the Villa de Stt Croix, 
Mrs. Seyaaionr was fo much recmkcd, that fhe feme-* 
^mes prevailed with her daugfatier to accompany di^ 
Maichionefs to Paruyin order to ihare in the pofalic 
^yiyfryyiffft*- . Biit how infipid to her were the moft; 
hriUiant affemblies^ in .which her heart took no in- 
teTe&9 compared ^th thofe placid hoois which ibo 
fpent with her favourite Adelaude in the country ! 
Bideed^ the hniry. and bulUe. of public life only 
fcrrCf witbper£aas of her charader^more. to endear: 
|p the quiet ofvretiremeotf . 

I • *  " ' 

} She returned to St. Gennains» with a double. rel4- 

>' ifh for its peaceful (hades and innocent amufements ; : 

\ imd looked back: with ]»ty on tbefe who poifne pka* . 

fk» with iiicfa eagemefsft. that they generally ma it: 

djpt in.the cfaife. 

Mrs. Seymour received a letter from Mrs. Stan* 
hope, informing her of her refolution of /pending 
ijhe remainder of the winter at MontpeIHer» and ' 
entreatnig her to accompaay her thither. The heartr 
(^ LiOjuifa was divided .on this ocoafien ; as her bmm 
tbcr was fenfibly better, fhe was ftrongly teanpled; 
to yield to the folicitations of her gentle friend^ whoi 
viFgtd her to fpend fome .dme with her in the caor  
-vent before the awful ceremony of her admifiion* . ^ 

y As there were fbme branches of educatioo, par-^ 

tieulaTly nmiic, in which Lottiiarreqttired.ftill fiudier 
fiiftru(^ions« Mrs. Seymour join^ her entreaties* 

1 with tho/e of; Adelaide ; and at laft porfuaded het* 

\ duteous and afiedionate child to commit her, iat: 

ai fhort time» to the care of Mr. and Mrs. Stanhoper^ 

! lad.'xvtum with . Addaid&.tO'St. Cire» 
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By a& application ta the rcfpe&abk fovrndSkCs^ 
of t^.nobk iofikution^ Miia Seymauar was admit-. 
ted there as. a boarder ;- though^ not being of the 
ttoblefie> &is vas an infbingom^t of the eft^liifa^ 
rules ; but diat convent being thea in ks^vaiaaicyr 
migagedi Madame Maintenon to difpenfe with thezn^ 
oatlus occafioxu. 

' • « ^ * 

She wascgceatlyt ftruck with- th^ &r& view jq£ ^is* 
xn^Ie edifice^ and the magniiicieiit park o(f Verfaillesy^ 
in which it is fituated ; but her tindks were chiefly 
confined to the gardens, where alone {he could cn-- 
joy the ibciety oF her bd(o«ed &iend» 

The mekpicholy wfaich Louifa had fbrmerly re-*- 
mairbed im Ade)i^i4e» feemedifta ioc9%a&- every day ; 
and was become fo habitual, that ike couUdJl^ 
help fufpefting it arofe front diflikc to the manner 
ofhfi oii which fiie.was aboGt ta enter. 

She que9iba6d keF- with snuoh eameftneft on^. 
lie £ubje£t ; and coi^TXvedi h^^ by their mutual 
finendAipf to la/y openheriheact te-her without re^- 
ikove .^ to receixis tlie^ cozvlblatioiL o€ her fympathy^ ; 
aaid^ coa&h^ nv her in?nialabk« aCQarkaneiiiU 

Adriawte appeace<| ^ moch ajdFe^d;dcixifig thi» 
difcourfe, that Eiouifa began to repent having intro- 
duced it; At lengthy burfting int9 tears^ ** Oyiny 
JyaaadM ! oRBd &m7 why ikouM I longer Afffve tc 
mamxsiihomf yMi die fem^w that preys- tipon mji 
heaart h Yes, nxy friend, I am ittdeed^ mdis^py, bucr 
lue freon the cmfe you. imagiae* 

** You have^a^ xlaba to lay uttmoft ccKUfidence f . 

and believe me,, the only reafon for withholding iti . 
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las been a regard to your cafe and honouix I fear* 
cd left my mother fhoiild have qucftioncd you on a 
iubfcd, which would hare forced you either to 
have facrificed your own ingenuity, or th« peace of 
your friend. 

** You have heard my brother mention the name 
0f Gramixtobt, with' diofe encomiums which are 
dsxtohis merit. Before- joining his regiment, in 
which he hdds only the rank of a captain, he came 
to fpend fome weeks with my brother at St. Ger-» 
mains. Prepared to admire his talents by the en— 
thufiaftic prsdfe» of his friend, I foon learnt alfo to 
Ibve his virtues by acquaintance with himfAf. OYif 
Loui/a / Vhat fcience is fo eafily acquired as that of 
adifflling merit ; what tranfition is fo natural as. 
from admiring to loving k ?♦' 

•♦ But I will not tire you- with a repetition of the 
various circumflances which- con£xined mj opinion 
ef Grammont's uncommon virtues ; fuffice it to fay, 
that I revered them- in my heart, which could not* 
withhold its moft tender aiffedion from a man, who 
Elicited, with timid modefty, that efteem he had a 
sight to claim, and implored my forgivenefs for pre- 
foming to love me ; a fault which my own experi- 
ence proved to be involuntary, raj own feelings 
taught me to excufbft. 

•** For fome time we were fo intoxicated witB 
diedelightfalindulgenQe of our mutual tendemefi, ' 
that we forgot the obftacles which oppofcd our uni- 
on. I am convinced, Louifa, the world affords not 
a happitiefs e^ual to that of indulging a tender,recip-. 
cocal affis(5Hon, founded in virtue, approved by rea* ' 
fim, en4eared by confidence and fecured by delicacy.^ 
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Th^m is even-apeeuliSLF cbftiw c(^ni^e^<ii9niH tk# 
&c]ret pq{&0[m»i of ja)r% tlULt are iK>t 'CQmiiv>».-pr* 
Our you4h).wantof ^rtoiftet ftnd the life to ^ich 
I was deftiied* wene obfta^e^.ia the eye of reafcm^ 
which were altogether infurmountable ; biitt. 

Love bids us hope, where Reafon bids defpair ; — -^ 

9t^^ either from a natixral adivity^ cnf conicioiis 
e}evati9^ of .znuad, we take pkafure in conquiertBi^' 
4i£€ukies m- the at/e^ximsffiX e£ cjat favoiu^ 
pmf|ait3« > . 

** The tiinfe for joitttog hi3> regiiaent drew near*- 
Already the Kiag's troops had taken the field, and; 
^ofe of the Marihal inrcfted the fortrefs of ■'■ .. ' 
Whftt a./ep»ra|ioj|L for. two hearts? that fo ^i&tly 
loved and feared as our? did I The evening befbret 
his departure^ Grammont prevailed on me to meet 
hiiB in the g«rdeQ4 ^ an hour when tho reft of the 
family were engaged with cards and ismfici that 
our partii^ might be withoift witneifes. — Oh, Lou-^- 
ifa ! ftall I eveu forget thali hour ? How ofteny 
whe^ iitting i^ the arbour thajt borders the casiaV 
hgve you chid wefijr nay pen&src looks and wandcsr-^ 
ing, incoherent expr^dfions.l' Ahk myfriajdi yotc 
ktiQw not the tcnider r9eo%<^ion& that then over- 
powered my fotil« Alas I at t^is ]^offie)it i am ai<» 
mofl tempted to wifti I had nevsar. known him xshof- 
occafioned thera. 

*VAft^ a thoufaad' pre*teftations of inviolable* 
aflfeJaioa 2md: fidelity, a thoufand adieus, htterruted- 
by our fighs^ and prolonged by our appiwheiifionsy 
Grammont, dropping on. his kxiees, ^nd holding^^ 
hoik mjL liands, which Iw bathed with, hiss tears, 
proiWffmcedthisfelemnfaKiswelL ^AhiiightyGoii^ 






'&it pfDKftar of >riitiie ooid kmooeneC) proted'and 
l>le£s my Adelaide ; asd grant that t}^ ftroke of 
-death alone may ^voAr t^fo heaits, which fttmithis 
HMsae&t arfe etefnally deroted to each odier.** He 
arofe, clafped me to his bofom, \^ich Iccmcd burft- 
itig -mtJa the violence of hi^i emotions, and haftily 
"withdrew. 

" T^re was no need iafr pretctiding mdt/po/i- 
tien, in order to- account for my retiring to my 
apartment ; I i?tos indeed "violently ill for A>me 
flours. In the morning, however, I arofe about the 
time i fuppofed Grammont would fet out. From 
the window c^ my drt^Stng^rotitn there was a ticw 
of the court-jrard. He had once feen me there, on 
occailon of looking at a beautiful horfe which my 
brother had purchafed, and w^as defirous to Ihcw 
me. I leaned my aching head againft the fhutter, 
which \ kept hatf clofed for fear of oWefvatfon : I 
bad not kood long, before the iervant appeared 
with tl^ horfes ; Grammont followed (lowly, pale 
•and dejedled, with his eyes fixed on the ground ; 
when fttddenly recolleding himielf, he ftopt, znd 
waTiag his hand for the fervant to go on, he turned 
towiu*ds the window. I ventured to open Ae fhut- 
ter ; he inftantly perceived me ; a bhifh overl^read 
"his pale cheeks, and clafping his hands together, he 
rauied his fine eyes to heaven ; then, turning them 

on me with a look O, Louifa ! that had fome- 

thing I fear of prophetic fadnefs in it ; gave a deep 
iigb, Eew to the gate, mounted his horfe, and dif- 
appeared in a moment 

*♦ Pardon, my friend, this rninute detail of cfr- 
<:umftances, the recoUeAion of which fapports my 
xvoak fpkitSf atid ferns aH my enjoyment. 
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** For thjree montjis Gr^mjnoftt contrived t^ 
nvrite to me almoft every poft. How foothing, hxM 
delightful is that fccret infercourfe, to which an at* 
tachmcnt like ours .gryes hitth ! The whole crea^ 
tion, animate and inanimate» ieems fubferyient'to 
the happinefs of thoie whofe hearts love Kath joiai* 
cd, but whofe hands fortune hath put afunder. 

" Avcrfc to «ntruil our' fecrct with a third per* 
ion, and refolved never to require from any of my 
xiomellics, for my convenience, a violation of that 
duty which they might plead my example for facri*' 
ficing to their own, I made Grammont addrefs his 
letters under cover to a young lady in the convent $ 
from whence I received them without incurring 
fufpicion, as I correfponded with feveral Of the 
l>oarders. 

** Ah, my Louifa 1 how tender, how fenfiblti 
how pathetic, is the language they breathe ! But 
.you fhall }udge for yourfelf. The two laft, whick 
I received about a month before leaving St. Ger- 
mains, I have now in my pocket : Judge of the 
happinefs they afforded me j and oh ! tell me, what 
am I to think of the dreadful filen,ce by which it 
has been fucceeded ? ; . : . 



< 4 ... 

To J^delaide de St. Croix* 

" HOW little, my charming Adelaide, do they 
know of the tender tie which bind* our v^ry foub 
in one, who dread abfence as injurious to the ardor 
andxleltcacy of real lovt ! Our^.has been'but fhort, 
yet it has proved, that the right I derive from affec- 
tion to the undivided heart of the moft amiabk <of 



>»K«IKfl, is ftlll ftrpnger than 1 ccmld hxft bcBcrcA 
It has conTinced me more than ever, that I lone 
you— O Adelaide I that I Idve you 'with afondnels* 
an admiration, an unremitting conftancy, which tu> 
words can exprefs. . Surely, nothing fhould difturb 
me, ^Ta.\Ut 1 read aCFvirances of your happinefs, and 
tke iBoft enchanting expreifions of your affeftion ; 
yet, oh, ray Adelaide ! my heart is a prey to ntnn* 
berlefs anxieties. The diAance that divides ns, my 
dajigerous fituation, our circiimilances — ^yet let me 
not cruelly add my inquietudes 'to thofe of my gene- 
tic lowe. Hope is the fweeteft as well as the moft 
felutary ingredient in the cup of life. Let us chcr- 
ifluhope. 

.** Xet us truft, that the beneficent Author of oar 

Ijeing, who hath conduced us to each other, and 

Tjlended our fates in that delightful union in which 

our chief .happinefs confifts, "wUl.contittU^onr pre*- 

fent felicity, till that period arrive, when age fliall 

ripen- both of us ibr an unrelu<5^ant pafliige into that 

woz^ld^ where love, iecure againft all apprehe^fi<^ 

, is indulged wi^iiput me^ure and without fear. 

" The time I employ in reading your letters feems 
the only valuable portions of my exiftence. Write to 
me then, my beloved Adelaide, every little plan you 
form, and every incident that occurs in the execution 
of it. Think nothing, diat regards you, too trivial 
for me. It will gratify me in a thou&nd ways ; 
particularly by amfting that conftant propeliiity o£ 
my imagination to accompany you in every iituation. 
The heavenly bodies are now the only obje^s which 
, we can behold at the fame time 5 they are vehicles 
of a kind of filent intercourfe between thofe Who 
ligh at a dtllance from each other. Look up, aiJ4 
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remember me at the hour of nine, the laft we fpea* 
together. I will not fail, at the fame hour, to think 
of my Adelaide, and fervendy commend her to the 
protection of heaven. 

« We have often agreed, that to us there are 
pleafures even in abfence, more exqui£te, more re- 
fined than any of thofe which bear that name in the 
world. What then, O Adelaide ! will be our feli- 
city when we meet ?-*-When, every anxious care 
and apprehenfion banifhed from our hearts, they 
fliall glow with the conftant aim, the delightful 
confcioufhefs of rendering each odier completely 
happy i 

" If .thefe ezpedlations are romantic and extrav- 
agant, time alone can correA them ; for reafbi^ 
anures me, that there is no wifh my heart can form,^ 
which the merit and tendernefs of the moft excel- 
lent of women i« not capable of fulfilling. 

** Farcwel ! Let us fupport each other with re- 
fle^ing, that every hour is leffening the period that 
divides us, whilft it is adding flrength to that de- 
lightful tendernefs which fhall bind us to each other 
for ever. 

J. Grammont.'* 

To thejanum 

** AT lAgth, moft beloved of women ! your fond 
lover, your raithful friend taftes of real tranfport, by 
being able to communicate it to you. A few mo- 
ments are all I can at prefent command, to exprefs 
to you an affe^ion which occupies my whole foul, 
and fhall be as lafting as my life* On occafion yejt 
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ttriaj of a falljr frora the fort, I obtained petibiffion 
to head a fmall party. Wc were fucceisml beyond 
my hopes : The Marfhal applandcd my condudt 
in terms better fuitcd to his generofity than my 
merit ; and promHed to advance me to the rank of 
miajor on the very firft vacancy. 

^' See, my beft' lovt f does not fortune SLbrcsidf 
felenty and cea/e to oppofc our wifhcs ? Or rather; 
does not heaven itfelf fmile on an affedion^ which 
at once it infpires and approves ? Cherifh thofe 
hopes which now wholly poffefs my delighted bo- 
fom ; begtule the tedious, lingering honrs of abfence^ 
by confhandy writing to me r Your letters animate 
mp with the love oivirtue, as well as of fame.— 
What would the latter avsdl towards that felicity to 
which wc afpire, if not deferved by the former ? 

** Adieu> dfear fliarer of all my joys ; ibon may 
they be redoubled by participation ; foon may my. 
eyes and my throbbing heart tell you, how tenderly, 
how conftantly, you are beloved 1 Your own will 
heft convince you, how unipealcably dear you arc to 

Your ever faithful devoted, 

" I purpofely avcMd fubfcribing this, as it goes 
by a courier, and I know not into whofe hands i& 
may fall." 



While Louifa was peruiing this letter, a lay-fifter 
•ntered haftily, and acquainted Adelaide, that a 
young man in the habil of a domeftie, demandedr 
tp le&ber alone, and was waiting in the pariour.^' 
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Louifa put the letter in her pock^, and^vas about 
to retire, but Adelaide intreated her to accompany 
Iter to the grate^ as (he found hcrf^ feized with £q 
Dniverfal a tremor, that (he could hardly, walk, ai^ 
was afraid of fainting. Mifs Seyiuour happened 
ber friend into^ the , parlour ; on entering which, 
they perceived a genteel young man, in a fuit of 
plain cloth«$, with whofe face, tiiough concealed 
in part by a handkerchief, Adelaide thought (he was 
Mt iatirely unacquainted. 

On leemg Loiufa, he pau&d, as if averfeto com<- 
DBUnicate his naeda&^e before any witsiefs. Adelaide 
fiueiTed the cauie of his fiknce : This is my friend,. 
Sir, faid fhe, you may acqusunt iQe with your com- 
mands without heil^ation. 

He moved towards the grate ; and prefenting a* 
letter to Adelaide, wi(h inimitable grace, *^ I am 
ibcry. Madam," faid he, in a low voice, '< to be the 
benfer of d^is : I wifh the contents could have beea 
|br ever concealed fron^ you^ ; but that cannot be* 
May this be the lad pang that fhall wound your 

fentle bofom ; and in this afylum, if you cannot 
. ope for h,appi]iGfs» may you at leaft attain refigna* 
tion I" 

. The youn^ man retired ; but the aAoniflunent 
Vito which his words and manner -had plunged the 
two friends, left them neither power to detain, nor 
refblution to interrogate him concerning their myf- 
terious meaning. Adelaide unfolded the letter, 
from which fomething dropt on the ground, which 
^r agitation prevented her from obferving. The 
iand was unknown to her, but the name of Ro* 
^hellc at tte bottom was not fo ;. {he inflantly- 
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vecoOeded that- the yotmg Coant iniio bore that 
nazfie, had accompanied Grammont on his firft Tif^ 
k to St. Germains, and fhe had heard him larilh 
jn his praife. 

A thonfaad confbfed and terrible images crowded 
into her mind $ and (he trembled fo Yiolently, that 
it was with the ntmoft difBcnlty fhe peruied tbcfe 
Icoes :. 



To AJeUude de St. Croix. ^ 

^ UNABLE to wimefs the affliaion of the bean- 
teons Adelaide, which can onlf be equalled by mj 
own^ I take this method of conveying to her the laft 
adieu of the nobleft, beft of men. 

** O I may heaven fbpport yon here, and unite 
^u hereafter to Mm jon loved ! Of all the world, 
ye were alone worthy of each other. 

Raymojid de Rocselle.'* 



The letter dropt from the hand of Adelaide, and 
(&e fell without life into the arms of her friend. 

After a few moments fhe opened her eyes, and 
firing them on Louifa, with a look that pierced her 
to tlie foul : " At length." faid fhe, •• my fears air 
confirmed, my happincfs is no more. O God i why 
was I permitted to enjoy fnpreme felicity, that I 
might feel the whole miiery of being deprived of 
it ! But i will not murmur. I know I am blind" 
and ignorant ; thou art ever juft and gpod.^" 
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*A£nM of bein^ ol>{crred ^ dits dsftreffi^g fihiftt 
tiMy Lotiifa rdiiM her friend f rcxm tke grotukd, m,, 
drder to e6&v«y her to her cell«. At that moment 
ihe obferved the billet which had dropt oat of tke 
letter^ and which fhe immediately ilipt into her. 
jpocket^ Haviiig ghren orders dtat la^ktodsf fiiduld 
ttkUr till called &e |»t Adebfde toi bed ) atid. 
dntywliig hetfelf dotnn by her fide, gate free conrfe 
to thofe tears which ferved to relieve her burftili^ . 
heart.. Adelaide remained a Ipng time without: 
fcnfe or motion. Her eyes were open, but neither' 
fighs nor tears efeaped her. A ccndnefs, like that^ 
of death, feized her trembling limbs, and l40ui£a 
became fo terrified with her danger, that fhe had; 
ireeotnrfe to t^ bell for n/SS^mec. Hatting procu- 
Hd ikmh cordiah^ ^hith Adelaide fwttllow^d witii-. 
out oppofition or rettti»nAra»0e> Aie became fome^ 
what eafier ;, and at laft fo far recollefted herfelf, 
«s to iiK[uire about the bi&et, Whofe \C€fnteftts fhe- 
f(t once dreaded and longed to petnfy. . 

Louifa knew it would be in vain to deny her re- 
<)tteft, and hoped, by grandng it, fhe might procure 
her friend the relief of tears. Befides, fhe was not ' 
Ignorant otthe danger Adelaide would incur, if 
«alurfe> thtts wholly 6verj)6Wered and iiifenfible,. 
ihould not be kwakehedy to feel and to deplore its 
own wretchednefs. What a mournful proof of 
li^iinan imbecility does fbch a fiUfttion eichibit,, 
When to a total fufpenfidn of its polv^rs, tlie mind 
Is indebted for their preftr^^tibn ; and when our 
iKMifkd reafon, reflored to its feat, ittftead of cotn- 
bating <3ur fbrrOws, only fupplies new e^tcufes for 
fndiilgVJ?g them. She JirefeAted her "With the billet, 
%liT<?h Adekkie t^quefced her to read aloud, but 
the taik tipas Jmpradlics^le* Alntteft f«ffifei»eed.ti^lli. 
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&e vstrfence of hsr c3D«ddc», &e xvumied itf td' 
Adeiadey who, on perafiag its melaiidholy ceai. 
temsf cseaght the infoifious ttsa^raefft of forroir 
fisiB bpr fiiesd^ and difiifaied m afSoMid ot txast. * 



life A^.. Curaiock. 

''A FEW namemH are ^xmafttd toc by hasmni^. 
to take a longi a iaft ^ueivdL Oh, Adelaide .' C% . 
mj adored miftrefs !• — my fondly expected wife !— . 
^iraere aire now oor dteaims of hafipimefs ? They 
aare fled for erer ; »id hvn^ left xBc eqfiially laiabk 
tCY tearxftyfeif fton this ivorl^ or taprapsre for 
anodzen Even -wbiM I tnrite^ my Tital oiirrettt 
ftaf»5 $ a ^ffmmd in say ^de has abnoft drained its 
foorcies* The lio{»e of foon tetmttto^ to yoa^ h^^ 
fpired me wkh a ccnxraKe too sirdent and hnpetit*- 
oas. 1?orgive noe, AdtS^de I I ha've TOoied your 
Ifcaoe by s^ jaftaeitfA. 

^ Strffe to moderate yodr &rro« ; the tfa«T»lit 
of it HiAra^B 'me. Iifeke aov a vohintary ^xme 
of yonrfelf «o faeav6ii» to 'whkh the seal of yoar 
firteods "was impelling yoo^ i truft it wiU be accep.- • 
ted.-^^-'^Tke pea drops ftom>>3ny trembHng hand.««i> • 
Yet a fevr years^ Adi^aide, attd we ihall loeet^ neirw 
«r to fear feparation more 1 Let this cen^e yoo; 
— ^My fonl ! my Adelaide, farcwel ! Oh, fa^ewwrt 
for ever I Lov^, pity, and forgive me 5 but never, 
O never foi^t 

LangtHigie can hut ihintiy ^j^t& the mhigM 
^motions m grld^ admiration, and defpair) vmich 
ilm i fmdf agitaced ^ibebdmuafAi^uAhs^ff Ade«- 



44 INTERESTING MEMOIRSJ 

hiide. Louifa was not ignorant, that to attemptt 
b^ reafoning to moderate aforrbw fo juft, was on- 
ly to add to its violence.- In truth, me knew not 
to ^eafon, though exqiiifitely to feel ; and the filence 
of her fympathy produced that eflPeft on the heart 
of Adelaide, which neither religion nor philofophy^ 
for fome time - could /ha'sne wrought. The pafiions 
exhauft themfelves with their own violence ; and 
where fb-many contend for dominion in the human 
foul, the powers of.«ach*are weakened.^ 

God IS to the moral and inteUefhial, what the- 
fun is to the natural world, — ^the fource of ligbt» 
life, and joy. And man can no more* be happy 
without intercourfe with his Maker, than plants 
can thrive and vegetate without the benign influen* 
ees of that glorious luminary^ Cold and darknefs 
are felt by the heavenly bodies in proportion to their 
diflance from the fua ; • juflrfo does it fare with the 
foul of man. In profperity the bountiful Giver .is 
obfcured by the multiplicity of his gifts. Thefe, 
like vapours from th^ heated earthy nfe-and inter- 
pofe between man and his Maker- But no iboner 
dees the temped of adverflty defcend, than the cloud 
ia difperfed, and,' defolate and forlorn^ he feels all 
the necef&ties of his nature ; his weaknefs and de- 
pendence, his hbpele/Ihefs and need of divine aid ; 
and returns, repentant, to duty, to happinefs, and 
God.4 

A few weekfe faw Adelaide! reftored to that calm 
and fettled melancholy, which arifes from the hope- 
lefTnefs of enjoyment, but is often miftaken by the 
world for a fpecies of it. One yet remained to her, 
that of pouring her forrows without reftraint into 
^.faitUul bofom of friendfhip, and mdulging con*- 



^ 
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4in\xa3lY tbofe tender recoUoiEtiens, which ^ven io 
footka^ to her nmif tliat at times tkey made b^- 
ajmoft forget the fatal event which gave them birth.. 

DvxiBg. the reBaaiAiAg i^o&ths of her novkiat<», 
"wkich wias {horte»«d at her requeft, Adelaide ftrov;e 
t& prepare- her mi&d for the ibkxan dedication;! of 
hffr&if to heaven. ^ It required but littJe refotutioa 
ta abandon a world* where .her pe^ce b^d be«». 
wrecked* tod from whkh ihe nei^ther eiLptiked nor 
vriflied'^ reeQtve bappinefs.. 

As the-fpringwas now advasoed* and Mrs. Scy*. 
jQiour felt her strength ratiier decreafing* fhe be^ 
CiUJi& extremely anxiou3 to vetum tQ England- 

Her youn^ feUow-traydkr had experienced inucb. 
Appier efiEe^s from change of climate ; the pais 
xahia iide^ occaiinned hj the &U* had Intirelf left 
hiiia,.and bis itnfmtknce. to return ieemed to equdl 
Mrs. Seymour's. 

It originated^ however, from a fect'et and very 
difibrent caiufe^ The humane: attentions beftowed 
en him by her cfaainning daughter, at a tixo& wh^ai 
Xkxt. d«je€ted fpirits and; fofiened heart arc particut- 
larly fenfible to kindnefs, had made a lafting imprcf*. 
fion on Mr. Stanhope's ; and effLeem and admirar 
tion combined with gratitude to infpire him with a 
pafiion, which he was at no pains to fupprefs, be- 
caufe he was conscious of nothing which (hould 
have oppofed his indulging it. 

* At lengtli the day was fixed, on which the un*. 
fortunate and affi<ared Adelaide was to enter thofe 
facred walls|. which, like the grave, were for cv^r 
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to conceal her forrows ; Happy» if like the grave 
they could have banilhed the remembrance of them*. 

The travellers haftened their departure from 
Montpellier, that they might witnefs die awful ccr* 
cmony ; Louifa found this a fevcre trial to her 
■weak fpirits, as the concoudc of- nobility affembled 
for that purpofe was very great. Madame Main- 
tenon, as abbefS) had a feat placed near the altar» 
round which the youngs princcfies attended. Mift 
Seymour was allowed to fupport her a£Fe£lionate 
friend during the whole ceremony. She alone knew 
what need fhe had of fupport. The folemn fervice 
began :-^The- pealing organ, refponfive to the en*- 
chanting voices of the chorrflers-, alternately di^ 
folved tJbe foul in tendemefs, elevated it with hope, 
or rapt it in adoration and praife.— The mufic ceaf- 
ed : the prayers of all prefent were requefted to 
aid thofe of the young faint ; and the grace of the 
Moft High- implored to animate her faith, and 
confirm hen rcfolution^. 

The prieft arofe, and condttfted'her to the door of 
the cell where Ihe was to be flripped of all thof<r 
ornaments with which, asit is cuftomary, her friends 
had richly adorned her for the occadon. A folemn 
and aflPefting filence enfued. The lovely vidtim re- 
turned, clad in her difmal habit, and walking ftead« 
ily up to the dltar, kneeled before it to receive th* 
%Keil. 

One proof only remai;ned to fhew her fixed rcfo* 
lution of renouncing the vanities of the world, and 
to complete the ceremony of her dedication ; — that 
of parting wkh her fine h^r, which flowed in abun*. 
djsince. over her neck and . fhoulders, and (haded %. 
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faaXy "whoCc beauty ^le traces of recent affliftkm 
bad rendered unfpeakably toudung. As (he bent 
ker head forward for thtt pnrpofe, with a look ci 
patient and peaceful refignationy ibfi was ftaxtled 
hj a beaTy ^oan, which proceeded froin the gal- 
lery apv»o^^^^ ^^^ thofe who were only ijpedators 
of tiiis folenuuty. 

A buftte enfued, wbich dirc^ed the eyes of afl 
towards the gallery. Her*s inftantly recognized 
there the face of the Count de Rochelle, who, 
yielding to his extreme curiofity to behold this af- 
fecting fcene, felt htmfelf fo violently agitated with 
the fight of Adelaide, and recolledion of her mis- 
fortunes, that he fainted in the arms of young Stan- 
hope, whom chance had placed next him. 

Various were the conjedures occaQoned by this 
accident : the efiFed produced by it on the mind of 
Adelaide, is not to be defcn'bed. She ojone knew 
the nature of tho£e fentiments which occafioned it, 
and her grateful, though opprefled heart, fighed in 
fympathy with that of the generous and compai- 
iionate Rochelle. The interruption to the ceremo- 
ny, caufed by this affair, gave her time a little to 
recover herfelf, and fhe went throufi;h the remain- 
ing part of it with tolerable compomre. 

As nothing is fo irkfbme to a mind in deep afflic- 
tion, as the exertion neceflary for mixing with an 
unfeeling world, Adelaide found the folitude of a 
convent not only agreeable but falutary. The con- 
jlblations of reKgion operated there with fiill force, 
and knowing how prone the mind is, after being 
violently agitated with pafEon, to fink into liftlei- 
ncfs^ fbe endeavoured to occupy her time with fuch 



;«inpIoyin^!i£s dn<l aasi^iinGiiits as tecaxamewdfiA 
tb^nfelves at once by their novelty and importance* 
By degrees, the gloom of niis^Drtune was exchang- 
ed for the &renity of hope ; aiKl though fbe feldom 
tafted of i^eafure, peace became the conftant in« 
s»ate oi her bofom. 

A few days after feeing her friend profeft, Mifs 
SeymoHr took a laft, aflPe^iug iarewel of St. Cire, 
and its beloved inhabitants. We feel a fort of fa- 
cred enthufiafm for the place, where firft our ten- 
der paflions have been awakened. The anguifti fee 
felt, on bidding Adelaide adieu, was extreme ; but 
it Was foon in a great meafuie obliterated, by fear 
and anxiety about her mother, ^K^hofe worft fymp* 
toms now recurred with redoubled violence. 

During their journey to Calais, young Stanhope 
Kad an opportunity of repaying the former atten- 
tions of Mifs Seymour, and of (hewing the good* 
nefs of his pwn heart, whilft every day iucreafed 
his admiration of heir's. 

 

The abfence of her friend was now Severely felt 
by Louifa^ and as they were obliged to remain 
fome days at Calais to recrcrit Mfs. Seymour, Ihc 
employed «Tery fpare moment in communicating 
to her the diftrefs with which (he was overwhelnied. 



To Melaide de St. Vrehe. 

« 1 AM divided from you, my beloved friend, 
lat the very inftant when I mofl required yourpi^us 
inftruaions and tender fympathy. My mother's 
complaints daily increaie, and fear -and iufpenfc 
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«te Mwr added to tite iffiaioii witfc which tour 
inisfojtanes almoft orerwhelined me. Oh • whr 
fite I not permitted to dwell with joa at a ^ftamw 
*om the world, or armed with more conn»e to 
encounter ixa dangers i Without pai«Bts.....^ont 
fottone.....dmoa without ftiends.....what, my Adc 

Uide. wdl become of me i Strive to infjire m^ 

with ? portion of your hearenly refignation, to arm 
me w.d. die fortitude neceflary for ^prefent S^ 
ma fitnaoon j and oh / if poffible, t«ch me to 
"^■"^ "^^u"^ forebodings of a difturSf iiSLii! 

s\:;trc^^^r"'^ ^^^ "^ '^"p^ 

the't^^'^ r T <=°«ft?n^7. my beloved fiiend , 

r^te ray forrow, .f the influence of yom- cxamt,le 
do not4Mn*ly «gul«e my conduft. Adieu. 

LoutsA Struovk." 
To Mlft SeytMur. , 

(«1j i.*"", "?"/ tenderly fa tie diUnfi of m, 

•or eipetienee (« be he, eonduarefi thronVS a! 
Sis ', ""^.Jf '*• I »» ««■ jet ariSfTlG 



4(^nue to figHt e?m ^K ^ tovitk v^figfied.^ 
^iM 0«c^i9qM ^7 ^ death of %^ 19^ k>¥« i 

Viifk wimt ^ m^sx mmw of ifim^»^ ajki f^&m 

}iAm «Q tbcifr pi»j£^ I =inlM^ fwm decis jn^« tip 
dMir wfn^ dm m^y is iAbm..,.fQr tb^Q h no co«b« 

«^)r mt>«^ \ can i^ay t9 ifaf^ fmr^ ; t^9^9^ duQ t» 

«• and decay j but that which ia fispplifid a^ wa- 
tered by ilich a ftream fhall never fade ; it towere 

^De 1HH9 n^r- Xxovtiiat ccff<(t « life o£ IqcIu&qo 
from tb« world $ w« ought jeyer to be contentod 
"vntti the ftation allotted us by Providence. In re- 
tiX^a^tatr we poC^ at beft a kind of negative vir- 
tue : there our affedions languifh for want of pro- 
per objeds to excite. thou ; suad pur goodnefs con- 
fifls rather in the abfence of evil, than in any pofitive 
]^t9 of re^9JilnKle» Qr e j^nioiis. of benevolence. It is 
in focii^ alo9» tbftt. the genuhif ch»:a^tsr can be aA 
^fettaimd^ Th^i^t 010: virtue is med ; and if it ftand: 
ilm. tofty fwm t}»jt trial D^tts our higheft inteUeau?! 
<9J07!aiex»U«.«tib^ ples^uig cmiiiciou&ds (^ fuperior 
'wwsix^ mi,^ hSiiig mtti o£ felf^p^rdbation* 

H FhiloropbT^* lA^j d^r Louifa» isay exutUe u$ t0 
tsfibofifortilnxde^ hutireligion enDpcrwen us to exer-. 
«i&,it. TUok often, lay. affliaied friend, on that 
^AmoMias peiiod* i^0ifrftd.fi!osi tbe mift ef^ errory 
nut perpliexi}^ cf dcmbt» and the {Ibfihiftry of pafficou 
w» Sell caatamk^- withe aftoni&nicat} and ac^ 



eternal FtovfdttH^. _ . . ' 

"Adieu, dear and amiable friend. You haTe 
^t prayers, tfte 1>cft w8liteis> ^Sid moflr lafting ^at&o- 
' Ikffi, of yotw 

AbtLAiOE bE St. CnWr.^ 

« We iSaU'rfoW fe*V(? the fcra:vtilers tb i>url\le thta- 
jotitn6yy which they <M hf vety il6Mt ftagcS, HhA 
iittorn to gvrt idttit ictourit of wiiat -paffed at tit 
iiaftte of mftings duritig their abfenet. 

Tlic frtquetift letters Lady GranviHe recehned 
fr6*n Lotfifa, stad ^icft fhe gcftferalfj^ coiftAiftnf- 
cated td Lortf Gfanrflle, ferred agreeably to amtrife 
their '^fiter evefrings, ahd to increafe meir efteetti 
3kttdalfe6fiotif6rtHeaiAiabl€^#litfer. Tlt6 adfttit^bfe 
defcriptiotis ^erf cotitfeLtttedl, of the ic^rityfitife df 
Paris and its environs, and the refletftiotti Bleiided 
with them, fhewed, that while Mifs Seymour fuffer- 
ed nothing wordiy of curiofity t6 efcapc her notice^ 
fte ittadc dbjeafs 6f faithtoerit her ehief fltidy, atra 
from therti derired her Big&cft cnjoy i nent. ^ 

* The Marqtils t^f ' Wiitcfcftefr, who hft'd st 4rie iesfl: 
lii that heig'hb<yarh6od, canrt with his' dktighter, La- 
dy CfraAotte V2fiers, to refide there daring the gW- 
twifm, abotlt i3\e thne Mrs-tSeymour ahd ber datrgh- 
tcr ftt ©ut %t fVance. . Lord and Lai^ GtaAvife 
tmited ott the Marqrds and Lady Charlotte, "stA 
feiqliefted the tertfui? of their co/mpifiy at -Ae tadftfe 
As they dkl^ nbt projofe r^titnhig ta Lcfftdbn tifl 
rfter Chi*f&nai, titey ijjem moft of theif tiifte thtert. 
like MarqfCiis's fortatte wSs inaicfequatis to his^ rani^, 
^ich Eftduced hith tb Tpeirf nrftrfi df hfe time Si 
tfie cwiatry ;- ^AJs ftiifi ttori6itso<t&oODteforWpfc- 



\ 



5it INTBRESTING MEMOIRS 

his plunging into cxpenfe, which he; Knew aiuffi 
ttthcr rum his family or injure fociety., 

. Lady Charlotte pofTefTed £o maisf advantages 
from nature, tliat fhe fcemed in no w^mt o£ thofe 
of fortune. To a fine perfon, and a good undcr-^ 
ftanding, fhe added fuch a fhare of vivacity and 
poliihed manners, as rendered her one of the moft 
agreeable companions in the world. Lord Gran- 
ville beheld in Lady Charlotte the v^ry wom^n he 
wifhed for a daughter-in-law ; and entertained lit- 
tle doubt of obtaining the approbauon of the Mar- 
quis to a marriage, which, in rcfpe^ of fortune, 
was all he could defire for his daughter. Confcious, 
however, of the waywardnefs of the human heart, 
he deferred communicating his plan to his fon, till 
he ihould fee the young people on fuch a footing 
of intimacy, as (hould give room to hope for their 
concurrence with it^ 

In confequence of the following letter from his, 
father, Lord Haftings returned to the caHle, BbouSk 
a month before the arrival of the travellers^ 

« THOUGH I wifhed my dear Henry to have 
made a longer flay at Cambridge, an accident ha^ 
h2q>pened which obliges me to requeft. his imme- 
diate return home. l>r. Melville, who has been? 
lately threatened with a decline^ has, at my defire, 
agreed to give up his academy, and attend you oa 
your tour. As he fears rifking next winter in our 
northern climate, I propofe that you fhall fet out 
in a few months hence, and wifh to enjoy your 
fociety during the fummer. Befides, I would wifh- 
to introduce you to fome of the neighbouring faimi^ 
Ifcs, many of whom are highly rei|)eftahje ^ and to 



iiifpxre fdu ^ith tHat prrfercncc for your own 
covktfy tRat "will difppre you to retuiil to it witK 

Oh ^is arrival. Lota Haftings found tfi^ Mirqvuj 
and his daughter at the caflEle. • Wholly ignorant of 
bis father'.s views, and free from that embarraffing 
tox^cioufhefs which the prefence of Mils Seymour 
had occsL^oned, fie appekrecf with aU the idvsLntsigcl 
Cf a ^ne perfoh, a cbliivated mind, elegant shanncrSf 
^nd a mod engaging addreis;.. 

Lady Charlotte was perfeMy qualified to |udge 
of his merit. Notwithftanding of her early mtro- 
dii<5iioh into the gay world, her good fenie hid pre- * 
icrv'ed fier from adopting iu foUies ; whilft, by 
mixing with it, {Kfe had acqijired a degree of franlc- 
nefs and eafe peculiarly agreeable to a temper like 
that of Lord .Haftings^ Her conftant good humor 
and viv^ity msde mm End a thoufajid charms in 
fier tocietj ; and as Ae excelled in muiic, an art in 
"V^idi He had made coniiderable progrefs, anS of 
which he was greatly, enamoured^ their tunc pafTed 
ino$ agreeably. < 

One morrung, when Lord Granville and his foa 
were together in his ftiidy, concerting the plan of 
his future travels, he addreiTed him in the foDowfng 
manner : — ^** My dear Henry, I will not deny you 
the pleafure of knowing, that hitherto your conduft 
has been filch, as affords me the moll jreal fatis- 
fi<ftion. To complete it, one. pbj eft only ireffiains, 
that of feeing you mairy, anil form fuch an alliance 
a&will do citdit both to your judgment and your 
heart. I know, by experience, that the whole hap-- 
pineis of life depend^ on this conne<^n»- I da v!ot- 
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confider myfdf as authorif^dr to cQnQrain joiojh . 
choice* but, as your friend, would wilh to direft iu. 
Lady Charlotte Villiers appears to me both worthy 
and an^eable ; her birth is iuitable to your own i 
and, if. I am not miflaken, your merit ha$ not' been^ 
beheld by her with- indiflfcrence,** 

Lord Haftings exprefled the moft lively fenfe of 
his father's goodliefs, and joined very cordially in 
praiie of Lady Charlotte, who, together with the 
Marquis, was that very moihent announced by a 
fervant. He flew to hand her from her carriage ; 
but the converfation which had juft pafTec}, gave .an ^ 
awkward confcioufnefs to his manner, which did 
not efcape the penetrating eyes of Lady Charlotte, 
who felt herfelf too deeply interefled in all his feel*, 
ings, to permit the flighted of them to pafs unobr*.. 
ferved. 

She rallied him with much fpirit and good hu-v 
mour on the vifible change in his manner. And 
after a variety of fprightly Tallies, " Come^ come,^ - 
laid fhe, I will not queftion you any fardier on 
this fubje<£^, for I fuppofb your father has been, 
catechifing you fufiiciently already, as I iaw you - 
come out of his ftudy juft now/* The face of 
Lord Haftings was crimfoned over by this fpeech,. 
which ferved at once to increafe his embarraflment 
and Lady Chatlotte*^ curiofity. She was too well 
bred, however, to peril ft in her raillery, which flie 
fayiT produce fuch viiible emotion in Lord Haftings^ 
But thoii^ feveral topics were ftarted, the conver- 
fation grew languid ; and on returning home, Lady 
Cfcarlotte bewildered herfelf in vainly ftriving to .. 
unravel the myftery of his behavipur. As we are^^ • 
|]Tone to believe wkat we wifli,, and as Lord Haf-; 
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tings had been uncommonly aSiduous about this^ 
Ladr, fhe hardly doubted of having made an im- 
preffion on a heart whofe affe<5tiohs (he fincerclj} 
'^fied^to engage. But though his vifits were as 
fiiequent as ever, the. eg^fe: of hi&_ manner was ex- 
changed for a caution -^hich was unnatural at his 
time of li£e, and fpreigi\ to. bis charader, and which < 
threw a conftrafht into all their converfations, high-^ 
I7 pref udicial to thofe fentiments which I^ady Char- 
Igtte felt and wi/Jied tpjnipire.. 

Things were in this train when Mr^. Seymour, 
^d h^T daughter arriycd at Springwood* 

L^dy Granville flew to welcome her friend, but|^ 
^as ! (be knew not in what, terms to fpeak thatL. 
welcome, when Ihe beheld in her pale face and^ 
emaciated figure, every fymptom of approaclung. 
diflblutlon, 

Tdars of mingled tcndeme/s" and grief bedewed 
the bofom of Loxiifai as Lady Granvule prefTed her. 
tp her afiedionate heart. She did not attempt ta.. 
deceive her with vafn hopes> but to arm her with, 
fortitude and rcfignation. . 

A? Louifa never quitted her mother's, apartment,^. 
1-ord Raftings had no opportunity of , gratifying his, 
curiofity, which was become painfully ardent, by 
the daily enconxi^ms b^ftpwed by his ixioth^r, Isoth 
on the mind and perfon of Mifs Seymour ; the lat-^. 
ter of which, fhe faid, h^d. acquired inexprefllble, 
graces, whilH: at the fame time ihe had loft nothing 
^ that amiable ingenuity and fimpUcity of manners > 
^hich; was hex: greateil cIiaJTm* 



The attiiicrtM: ihind of Xouifa vr^s foothcd, ftbd-^^ 
after her^trivaJ^ by the following letter from heri 
fHcrid:. 

W JUifi: Seytimr^. 

**HOW many are flic fotrrces of elegant delight^ 
which ftlfeihory opens to a^mind fraught with fenfi— 
biiity I 'Who would forego the tendemels of mel- 
ancholy for the tumults of pleaihr^, or the meltings > 
of fympathy for the noife of .applaixfe^ ? / 

« Deprived of yont dear fociety, Lbnife, 1 have * 
recourfe to the paft. . I wander- through thofe fbl- 
aWCr fcentty which witfteffdd di6 reciprocatioils of/ 
odt mtltual eoftftdieiice and ftiendfhip, . I ifrive to 
iietolledt not otiljr your Words, littt yotrt- Ibolts and 
j^kdd'fitfihs.s 1 fiftfefttb thte footMng Iknguage of 
heavenly hope and pious refignation ; I ftilTheaf' 
you breathe the figh of .fympathetic tendemefs ; I 
ftSU fee . ydur mild* eyes bedlmiried With the tear^ of 
QAtetc coftipafflon; . Ah; Lduifa ! it is^ flill diie tb 
tfefe ifecret fbrttJWff oFyour friend ! ' Nor is the pre- - 
ftwt forgotttar in the retolleftidn of the paft. I fol, 
low you in ? imagination through tvttf ftage of 
your painful journey. I ftrive to fupport and affift 
ybu In the nidatfchbl]^ dilti^s of foodiSi^ and com- - 

«'0'r maty die Faritex' of diie atffided himfeif 
ftrtichfift to ftrengthett you for every duty^ and 
fhjjpOft ^oti uttcfo every triad ! 

* **Let me iiitreat my iLouife to llrivfe againft 
melancholy ; it will unfit fou for tike officfeiS 6f fo- 
etal life. The caufe of your prefent depreffionis aa^ 
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anuaJM; onC) and for d^i reafcm yon oi^lit to Be on 
your gaard ynth refpe^ to its e£Feds. We are zfft 
to contemn ourfelves when any perfooal afflidion 
depre/Tes our fpirits ; but when we langnifh by a 
fympatbetic pang, a. ray of feif-approbation beamiu 
tiiTough. the foul •, wc arc flattered by our own icn<» 
fibiUty^ and cberiih tbe fadly pleafing ienfaticnsy 
till they acqui>e a dai^ercius Arcngtiu 

'* Let us Tcfie6t, my love ! that the beneficent 
Parent of the univerfe can, in no fenfe, be the au» 
thoc of evil ; that the more wifdom which is dif* 
played in his moral government, the lefs can we 
poflibly comprehend it ; and what we, from igno* 
ranee or hlindnefs, perhaps too from perrerlenefst 
denominate ewilf muft certainly be good in.his &ght» 
who {hall caufe all the {eeming borders of the 
prefent fcene to iflue in the finajl peife^on and fe«t 
Ucity of his intelligei:^ creation. 

<* As one earthly prop is withdrawn, the heart of 
man fondly clings to another, till infeniibly they 
drop one by one, and he is left defolate and folitary 
to encounter the ftorms of life. What were then 
die a^guifh of his foul, could he reft on no firmest 
ftay than a mortal like himfelff—coiild he look to« 
wards- no more fiable inheritance than this land of 
ihadows, which, even to his corporeal fight, is fail 
palling away ? Yes, my Louifa, though the ftreams 
of happinefs flow here in nairow channels,....are in- 
terrupted by accident, and embittered by misfor-i 
tune,....to the pious it is matter of evcrlafting confb^ 
lation, that the great Fountain of exiilence and 
felicity is immutable, inexhauftible^ and eteniaL. 
Far^wel !'* 
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»&v tv«9ks browfat fafer to dte vtziee ol tli«girfiM» 
One (iaf, ^rfaflft Lz4tf Gmxrvi&e w^fittSsi^ by h^i* 
liedficky ha^kig^ deiir^- Loiaiifat fo take » ttiin in ther 
ifarden £>r tiue boidfo of &«fli'airKih^ gf9i^i>lHi' hi6t> 
hand, and "k^ a^. irotds arfUblad by iSck^efeaM 
itotermpMd by fofxtm, tba» addf elfed hbr t-^^ I 
am perfuadedy mj deloir«li ^i^d, tkis fCteUe is l>t 
no means unexpe^ed to you ; to me, be afTuredy it 
k y»daame : €%te 'Onlt^ tit bhuds me t<> ^Ortbv^.tliat . 
dear, thae amia&le child ^ Btt I knoWi wbilftLMtf 
Gran'vilie ii^Sr Lcnaifa w'dl ney^ want a itu>fl^ttt\ . 
The Almighty hath givenmc i»any gtacious Wam^ 
aigs of -tiiat feee whtd^. is feft appmaching ;— I 
truft I am pr^p^^dtio imet k^r^You knoTt I have 
bad but Mfedfe. ^islkaioii in r^iewing ferae p«ert of ' 
asy pa(^ 1^ ;. f^eiliAf^l^ kslte ftzmsed my trfot^^ 
"wkh too fev«fe ail eyek«.«.i^iat of OD»Ekiicknee is; 
now upon. me ! I prefume not to repofe on -the fee*^- 
titude off my intentions, or regularity of my con- 
dadt ; Tttfh&pe m that of a ChHftian> afld it ^U; 

Lady Gv^m!v&\c faid^ e^^ry ^% tliat piety, fHtrti*, ^ 
iakpy and good i<$nle e«mld didate, tk> ealm th^ aiht^ 
kties of Mrs. Seyfia^mr ; Ihe even^ i^eh^n^dd to all^- 
fiire her, tfeat while fte Ipred flie vH>tM never ftiffet; 
Iiouifa &^' have any d^er: h^dine than her heii^. 

* * . • . 

Mrs. Seyirteottt o*ily ftfrviveda wedt affer th5i: 
converfation> during whidi Ae ftrove to i^coftdle 
j9U»^i!& t<> a fepara^tv, t^c% l^ouM ^6flMedly be - 
for her happinells. 

« Do not, my dcareft child," faid fhe, « Odb^ 
i!tf)t. embitter my laft moments by indulgmg iex« 



«ri|ve Stmm ft^r wstf dMk ! Cotfidcv d: m ^ 
lif^^f A &en i^bGeiMC $— r-loA 0n ne as btmg 
mm a Kale faefiiee m a >9iinw)r a vUcb «fM an 
loan to follow me. Perhaps our feparadcn -^nil 
aeither be fo real nor intire, as that occafioned by 
al^&uce ^yiiBt 9Jk eavtb t perhafn I miy ftiii be 
poeneutlcd to watch over mj. ditkd^ at Waft 1 :intt 
lo9g be .dis/omed'&omiMr^" 



ISliere tras. fraitfffiii|^ nafpedbably %30tktsig in 
•the Mea fuggefted by the laft pan of Ubs difcomfe : 
Louiia. dwdt on it with peculiar delimit ^ bat, in 
thie xnidfib of tte extreme deje^oa occafioned by 
tihe iblemnity of a deatfaibed, -her draqplBg heait 
seqff sired a iirmer fupporc than a |)Ieafing dieam or 
a donbtfiil hope. Her mother perceired this ; and 
in dire^iBg hor to the ^bt of rty^saxoa and the 
pro!^^ ot iimnoTtality, gave patience to her fu£eiv 
ings, and mingled coxiiblation vrith her £araxvirs, 

** I leave yon, my beloved child,*' faid {he, a few 
.lu>UTS before her death ; ^ but I leave you under 
the prote&km of tha£ God who fees it good for us 
to part ; who k in a pecnliar manner die Father of 
'&e.£uhezk&, and flndbd <^ the orphan. 

" Earthly friends fail ns at our greatcft need ; 
but thi& heavenly Friend wil never &rfafce us. 
Earthly &iends can only pit^c ear misfortunes ; 
but God is able to avert them. Fear God, then, 
my deareil child, and you. need have no other 
fear.'' 

Though the £rft tra^^iorts of gi^foo the death 
of her mother pircwcaXfiA Looifa from deriving all 
ttiat co«(bUtioa^ front ^thdb diicour&s vhich tfaxf 
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were calculated to infpirei thfey* rettifned to htr 
thoughts in the calmer hours, when pafiion begatn 
to fubfide, and earned the iweetefl confolation to 
her heart. 

Ladf Granville was very defiron* that Mlfs Sey- 
mour (hould return with her to the Caf^le the even- 
ing her mother expired ; but ftte would hj no 
means confent to leave Springwood, till fhe had 
fulfilled the laft duties to her refpeAed parent. 
That humane friend did not urge her, but, revering 
her pious forrows, left her a while in quiet to in- 
dulge them ; and fending for her own maid, a pru- 
dent, fenfible woman, to attend her, returned to the 
caftle to give orders for the funeral, which Louifa 
intreated might be as private as poflible. Accord- 
ingly, in three days afterwards, the corpfe was in- 
terred early in the morning, in a burial-place ereft- 
€d by his lady on the deatii of Colonel Seymour. 

• Nothing could be more fodthing to the affli<fted 
Louifa, than the frequent letters me received from 
Adelaide during her diftrefs. When the dark 
clouds of advernty furround us, they exclude eveiy 
ray of pleafure, but that which reaches and cheets 
the foul from tender and fmcere fympathy. 

The follo^ving was brought her the evening of 
' that day which deprived her of the beft of mothers. 

To M'tfs Seymour, 

" THE ftillnefs and quiet of my prefent fimation 
grows every day more agreeable. Methinks, Lou- 
ifa, at the age of twenty-^wo, I £tA a ftrong convil- 
tioni that wl k vanky^ as Solomon did aftes a long 
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life, in wMch att th« \i^Bik»M^ bk beast, jm^ i«owi^ 
VYS^ df hi» knagtiMitSQ^ were exlumlM, %i p«>^^ <^ 
a felicit7, which, alas I thefe fhadows of real good 
xottld neror yield. 

. «* AltbiaVon, 1 tr«A, Itos mnght «i^ true ^^ffdoHH* 
ttbiafi brought npom nie «. fort of prexaafture old 
iige, wlikh i^es hi^ad of eiperience. Though 
meither fsLtiat^d Imtk thepieofures of the -worldf not 
^guA^d bj ftfrdt/afpoihtiBeiits, I ftali rife fkdsfied 
from Ujfe^d feail, anJ leave the bxnqttet to dtofe fot 
Vrhom tt has the t:hanR oiS ttcy^elty, and whofe ig^i 
norance c4 its dangers xftaJtes &eiti behold it WitH 
disfh«e. ^ 

*^ With what calm iii^fference, Lcmlfei ! do t 
taaxk the filetit lapfe of time, atkd behold its fev e rd 
^riods come to a clofe I Why Ihotdd we indulge 
immoderdi^e forro^ for the lofs^ of Aofc whty are 
ipotte before us, #Jieti erery ^af, every hour, every 
lijomeat, k actreleradiig chehfiisfui period of our re* 

tt&tOA ? 

* 

** Boofe airff 110^ Thy chief aihufemettt : Somii 
^f theie repreftnt life as bright and cheerfViI 5 odieri 
tftach nAe to- defpife its- (tormsy or tnibrm me that 
1h^ 2£te Mutapf y ; ^hftft experience aMs, that the^ 
ttre tjPwEilient too. MethiAis this^ ccnfideratioil 
nought to fflence bo^ ottt- pecvift difeontenci aad 

'* Sometimes I dtreft my folkary w^Sks to Ae A 
htRt man6<«s of •the dead ; and, forgctftrl of tfie 
world, and all its vexing in^tnetiKies, feem to fliare 
for a while their hlififul repofd But I advance » 
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ftep farther, my Louifa, and find, everi ainong tfie 
dominions of death, proofs of the foul's immortality* 

I 

« * ^ 

** Here is evinced, the amazing truth, that it is 
the fame matter, varioufly modified," which confti- 
tutes both the earth and its inhabitants. Animals 
derive their fubfiftence from plants, which are nour- 
ifhed by the common mould ; at the appointed 
feafbn all theie return to this their firil piinciple. 
But fince, in the vifible creation, there exifis no- 
thing analogous to mind, let us not imagine ths^t 
the foul can ever be reduced to a ftate like that of 
Veings which are altogether different from it.— 
Themes like thefe, my Louifa, cannot fail to be in 
harmony with your prefent feelings, fince your laft 
letters affure me that your dear deferving parent is 
paft all hope of recovery. Let reflections like thefe 
fupport your foul in view of that afilifting event 
which either awaits you, or is already arrived. Oh, 
my Louifa I how 'much need have I to dwell on, 
them myfelf 1 This day completes my twenty-fee - 
ond year, the moft eventful of my life. How lit- 
tle did I dream, at its commencement, that the fab- 
ric my fond hopes had reared was fo foon to tum- 
ble into ruins ! That he, for whofe fake alone I 
welcomed its arrival, and wiflied its continuarice, 
ihould, ere its clofe, be torn from my bofom, and 
hidden for ever from my eyes ! . But though thefe 
|)odily organs no more behold thee, bell and dear- 
eft of men 1 thou art ever prefent to my mindX 
eye, in thy exalted virtues, diy fpotlefs manners, 
and thy fair fame : Thefe (hall juflify the tears 
with which I embalm thy xnQXtwrjf and convert 
xny forrows into virtue. 
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"Write conftantly to me, my amiable, affli£te<{ 
friend I You know how tenderly I partake in your 
forrows. Believe me, Louifa, to foften one pang of 
yours, even at the expcnee of fharing itr will be 
preferable, in my eftimation, to all that the world 
calls pleafure." 



To Adelaide de St. Croix. 

" YOUR letter has reached me, my friend, and 
conveyed to my foul the only confolation of which- 
at prefent it is capable. Yefterday, all my cares for 
the beft of women ended ;-^flie is happy : — Shall 
I not then be reiigned ? — I truft I am fo. Yet, 
oh, my Adelaide ! it is difficult, it is impoffible, to 
reftrain the tears of nature, when the long endear- 
ed facred tie of kindred and of friendlhip is rudely 
broken by death ! Till that cruel moment, when, 
the grave clones over thoie we love^ we cannot fuf- 
ficiently admire the excellence of that religion 
which teaches us to look beyond it. Ah, my friend» 
do they a<5l agreeably to their own principles, who 
contend for the dignity of human nature, and yet 
believe that the foul of man — advancing daily in. 
virtue and knowledge — afpiring after perfeftion— ^ 
longing for immortality — cut off in the midft of its 
purfuits and wifhes,-r-fhall fhare the fame fate with 
the meaneft reptile that crawjs on the face of the 
earth ? . ' 

" Alas \- how difmal, how hopelefs, muft be the 
forrow of fuch gloomy, fuch benighted minds ! 

" Books,. you iay, fupply your favourite amufe- 
ment. Our opinion, both of books and chara<fters^ 
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Ik mfhunced by th« toiv^ of oar aiiiiclat the tlimb 
we )»ecoB|e acquainted imiib th<^m* Peiiiaps it ^. 
owing to thjis c^ca9^anc« that I baire pen\ie4 the* 
fidlowiag faUe with p^c^iar fatlsfejfi^on tU( roora* 
ing ; aiM^ >a tibc he^e of its prodi^ing tte &H}e- 
tSe^ on youy I (hall here tragifcribe it. 

*' In ancienjt times^ fays the fabulift, when the- 
Creator of the world pfiaced our firfl; parents in par-, 
adife, to prevent them from growing weary of each 
ath»r> he appointed Hapf>iflie&» ihre fakeft of his, 
offspring t(^ refide with then^^ 

•* For fo^ne tinae her ch$^*nL5 were be^^^d wkh- 
ada|lration> avid her i^erlt treated with refpe<3^* But 
beauty» l]^y growing faQHUar« ceafed to exeite pkaf-.^ 
urc J aoid inierk» from, want of novelty t foon in-. 
Gutred ttegle<£t. Tht favouxke, even of ceb^tJL 
beings, Ha^iaeff, could ill brook fo isnkind a re«, 
cepdon fronsL mortals ; and one d&f, €>n.Oic^a£oa of 
^ ^¥UftTel between her a4*ocia,tes» in; whic^ they^ 
bath betrayed marks of sdtercd d]^PQ^tidn«;, &e was 
fy diigtti&ed> that (he ho^ftily bade them^ac^eu $ anct 
afcending to {ter fomi^r abode, intreated the great 
ftalv eft the UadverTe thjfct iKe might never more- 
be ieat to dweU with thd& who knew fo:. iU to Talf*. 
ue her ibciety>. 

*^ The moment (he wa« gone, her compavnont^ 
became fenfible of their error, lliey deplored her 
abfence, and conjured her to. return, in terms of" 
the moft eameft fiipplication. But Happioefs was: 
inexorable ; and theutraoft they could obtain fronj. 
her, was a promife, that, provided they were, never 

9^$^ hQ«rd to i^^arrel, ()^ w«al4 dbpute bei; f<MjLtig<*. 
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er lifter, Contentment, to refide with them» and even* 

occafionally viGt them h'erfelf. 

« 

" How far our primogenitors complied withf 
thefe terms, we are ftill ignorant ; but it would 
appear that Happinefs, like other injured femaJcs, 
not only contin\>ed to refent former ill-ufage, but 
even entertained conftant fufpicions of future mal-* 
treatment. For it is univerfallj^ known, that when* 
ever {be deigns to vi&t thefe lower regions, (he nev- 
er flays longer than, juft like thofe mortals who 
pretend to emulate her perfections, to receive the' 
homage of her admirers, to make a difjplay of her 
charms, and by beftowing rome flight favours on* 
each, to heighten the defires and fecure the admira- 
tfon of all her votaries,** . 

• ' Immediately after the funeral. Lady Granville 
prepared to go to Springwood, in order to bring* 
her young charge to tfie CaiUe. ' But the agitating 
fcenes fhe had lately witnefled, and the lofs of a 
friend fhe dearly loved, had fo fenfibly affected her' 
health, that, juAas fhe was flepping into the coach,- 
fhe was feized with fiich a faintnefs, that it W7» 
with difficulty Lord Haftiiigs could get her fupport* 
ed back to her apartment. Unwilling to add af- 
fiidtion to theoppreffed heart of Louifa, and flat- 
tering herfelf this indifpofition would quickly go 
oflF, the fent a note- to acquaint her, that fhe was' 
prevented from coming fbr her at that hour, as fhe 
intended, but would certainly call for her in the 
evening, when fhe expelled to find every thing iijf 
readinefs to be moved to her apartment at th^ 
Caflie, where fhe fhould flill find a tender, indul^ 
gent mother, ready with open arms to receive her.. 
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-Tie hft Ic&tence dafidved th» w1m>W i^ 
ifa in gratitude and tei|d^md8» and gave birth to i^ 
thoufand ideas, which, though confufed and indif-^ 
tin€t) Itft no trace* bdc fUeh as were pkdfin^* She 
hsiftened to prepare for her i^eitiOTal i and expe^ing^ 
Lady Gr^iviUe every nHtfute^ t^ook o«tt hier mo^*- 
tor's pi&Qre^ bathed it with her tears^ afid impl9»» 
red the Ahtelghty tb eaMt h^ t0 t^cftd in dke £bepaL 
of his^ departed fervafit ! 

It wfts now the begitmittg of May |- tbe air was 

fetfe^lj imld> and %t beautiful ii^oods and* mtadm 
ews were gilded- tvith tJie laft tren^li^ rays tjf 
l^iun. It disappeared ; and ;«^s fuc<ieedod by that 
ibrene glowing (kj v4nch marks die eTaning« e£ 
that enchanting feafon with peculiar beauty.- 

LouiAiy frtoi th^ window of her mothet's afwirt- 

ment, had long contemplated' thi» fcene ; tf itiKdr 
not bam& her fbrrows, at leaft tt betralined an^ 
foothed them» She had marke<l the btrig^tl/ fettin^ 
juni and traced in her nlind sf pkafing refemUbaceL 
between the progreis of that heavenly orb and. than 
q^ a gGiod life. The' departure of that bright hizni-< 
nary iftfpk^ -feelings perfcifitiy congenial with thofe 
impi^effed on her vnind by the fcencs fee had lately 
withefTed* ** After cheering this world < with hitt 
beanots/' faid Hie^ << and diffufing henlthamd^beauht 
^ aro^d hbn, ^is glorious image of hii iS^ikep 
retires, perhaps* to reiicw his' ftrei^th, and^tilc^ 
either regionSi'^ But fhe comps^ifoa wovld esftei^ 
WO far^rher, A k^ hoi^s would reftore to the eyva 
«f men the cheerw«g light of the world'; but> witha, 
ptttlg almoft infcippo*tabl», fhe reGolle(fte(fe that-to]!^ 
eyes inttft ao mc^ behold ^ paslcaEt-ihe fo ^^^^Jl' 
loved. .'• - 



ttsSAiftd^ before qii4time ^nngii700<i» to vfir 
Edr Idirly dwellingt fhe pa^d». unnoticed^ throu^ 
the garden» and opening a door ^hich led into the- 
Md:, walked iibviiy tcrvfErdstlie buiialppllKSB. The 
£]Qzice which firevailed arovuidt the deepening fiiadef. 
tf evening, and tho fitdden lilmg of tht aaoon froia 
Mimd-. a cloudy "whkch. gave an indtlbm6t apptat>%- 
ance Do almoj^ e^wij obge^* affeflcd ket weak (piTM 
ite ib ixmchf that fkt Roft^ and Sot {omt moments 
fie^tated about goiia^ forwxrd ; biiU ttcoUe^ing 
hatrfeldooi ibe might Sad fo f^urciErabla an.oppor«* 
tnmty of indulging hen fsittinn' ntedkadomi^ ihe efii»- 
tsred the little, inclofurey and kneeling at the fide 
of the grave^ (Ivore to radfe her that^fats from the 
^oomy obje6k heSort htr, and to £a tfacan on thoAr 
wjiieh ibe ielt comref ftoace aad even pj to hen 
IbuL 

' Shae ocmtiiMked foiyie moH Cie nU in dins atdtud^. 
^tAKfSkf ftardi^ at the ruftiing cfabtdh behind her, 
ibe ha^y ardle> and tu^ng tcr^^^aads the door,, ea^. 
claimed,--*^ All gfsitk>«»faieftv<eiii Lxatd Haftmgs t'^ 

Terrifisd bejvOii e^prdSim wkk bk ftddcn and 
mespetfted appearances fixe fell hfek& on the giaw 
oi her mothlsr. tUsduced ahnoft co i^ fiame ccmn 
dttion» the ailonifhed Haftings> kneeling by. hen 
fide, endeavoured to raife her up, and recal her to* 
life. Several minutes ejapfedbeifore his cares had 
the defired effeft. He attempted in vain to offer 
&ine excufe for his intxnxfian^ lis woitte were fo. 
kieofaeroit, and l4>ai£tk appeared ib incapable 6$ 
stttendiiig tb tfaem» that he ibreb^re talking. Bm 
fookr; however, fit&ckntlf eiq^re&d die pertntM 
b^4Mi of hi* mind, wbilft be lniv« to 0tr^ oav 
kl^ t# aoc^pf oS hi»wt&4 by ib$ h^ of 
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"vidi a ftaggering pace, (hi walked llowly towards: 
die hpufe.. 

Whilft the maid was employed inputting Louifa's 
little wardrobe into the coach, fhe recoUedbed her-, 
fclf To far as to inquire after Lady Granville. Lord 
Haftings replied, that being a little indifpofed, (he' 
kad deiired him to wait on her, and attend her- 
to the Caftle. •* I greatly . fe^r, Mifs Seymour,"" 
added he, " that my vifit at this time has proved 
an unwelcome one." Loutfa attempted a reply,', 
bat the words died on her lips^ 

They entered the coach ; and a filence enfued,* 
which would have been painfully embarraJSing, had? 
not the prefence of the maid feemed to authorife it. 

^When they alighted. Lord Haftings again pref-; 

fed Lonifa to accept of his arm, that he might con- 
du<ft her to his mother's apartment ; but fhe declin- 
ed it, fajring, with a tone of the fweeteft acknowW 
edgment, mat fhe thanked his Lordfhip, but wa& 
now, fhe believed, able to walk by herfelfi . 

: Afraid, to witnefs a meeting fo tender, he retired 
to his apartment, and took up his p^n to indulge^ 
the feelings of his heart, by pouring it out to his> 
firiend. > 

^ To Mr. Beaufort, Cambridge. 

*' BEAtJFORT, I am moft unhappy.— Your fufpi- 
cions are juftiiiefl :*— I love ;♦— but fpare your friend,, 
and let the acknowledgment of my weaknefs obtain: 
for me your pity, as well as indulgence. Believe! 
me, the knowledge of this fecret is new to myfelf*. 
Mj thoughtu «re aU confufiQH^ elfe would I de<^ 



f^nbe^ toficm diefoenc of ikns twsQomg ; €& deadk 
Jhall expange ev^f trace from iny aiemory, evea 
lihat whkh At AajU loft lille latdWJiMe iinage o£ 
t4<»uira,^. J will senrer^ acvcr foif;et it, 

<« At eight thi^ mormng, I wttnc&dtlM^ indermeai: 
of poor Mrs. Seymour ; but, though my defire ta 
Ipe Jber chamu^ cka^hter was mcjqjrdCbly great^ 
I cmiid not i^trBde on lirr at a oiomcBt /b iolemru 
In xbs cvexnog, my mother being incUpofed» Ae 
defired me ix) go ami atteivd^ Miis Seymour to tbi 
Caftle. 

** Oik arnvirtg^ at Spritgwood, and inquiriag for 
her yovmg i»dj, the. mard tdd roe, that (he bdiered 
j9i€ was walkis^ in the garden. I followed.; but, 
ijot fcTOg her int aTjy of. the waiki, 1 pwrfued Ait 
which leads to the p^k ; m a leUred part of which 
ftands the family VuriaiUplace fim-ooaded with high 
ipees and a waU, which concealed b^ £rcnn fights 

 < 

*^ The evening was delightfidly ftill ; I fix>pt and: 
BQencd to the found of a di/lani: cafcade, which 
alone interrupted the a,wful filence«^ Having lookedr 
in vain for Mifs Seyntipur, I was juft about to return,. 
when I obferved ike door of the burial-place open^ 
My heart throbbed with ftrangie emotions : I ap^ 
proached without noife* and, li^eld— O Beaufort ! 
an object that almod deprived me ef my fenfes. It. 
was Louifa herielf, clotbed m h«r njoumiag habits . 
and kneeh'ng at the foot of her mother's grave. At. t 
ier fide lay the pidure of hci revered parent : heij 
hands were folded over her bofom, in an ^ttitnde/ j .^ ^j 
gf devotion^ and her mild eyes, ftreaming wid^ * • . < 
ijears, were Rxed on Jieaven.^ — '— Beaufqrt I .tjiinfe , i. 
what i felt at that momcptl The Ipvely iiriat wM. i* 
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Aardedbf the faddennefs of my appearande, aWit 
occafioned mc dreadful alarms, by famting at a* 
di&ance from all fieJp. She is now, thank heavenf 
in health and fafety, in the next apartment with mj 
mother, to whofe care (he was intruded by her 
Dwn, on her death-bed. 

" Oh, Beaufort ! what will become of your 
friend ? I recal to mind my father's converfation— ' 
his views— my attentions to Lady Charlotte^^per* 

haps her partiality I Oh ! can I oflfend againft 

honour, duty, gratitude ! Yet what do I fay ? I have 
never deceived Lady Charlotte ; my father only 
wifhes to difeft, not conftrain my choice. But I 
bewilder myfelf in a variety of refle<aions, and darfr 
not truft to the decifions of my own mind in its 
prefent diftrafted ftate. Write to me, Beaufort, 
without a moment's delay. Calm the agonies of 
my mind — ^aflure me that I have not a£i:ed difhon* 
ourably— and oh ! fay, if you can, that I may yet 
hope for Louifa's love j without that hope I am 
miferable t FareweL 

Hastings.'**. 

On inquiring after his mother. Lord Haftingy 
was informed that fhe was ftill greatly indifpofed,- 
and wifhed to fee him. His agitation was not lef- 
fened, when, on entering the room, he beheld 
Louifa fitting by her bedfide, and holding a hand 
I of Lady Granville in her*s, which fhe bathed with 

her tears. Lord Haftings approached the bed, and 
inquiring anxioufly about her complaints, took hold 
of the other hand, which he was furprifed to feel 
A Tery hot and feverifh. " Henry," faid fhe, " this 

* 1 deax child has been too much accuftomed of lat& 
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to fcencs of didrefs. Try to amufe her.— ^o, myt 
dear," continued fhe^ " Haftings will attend yon 
to the drawing-room, and iJhew you fome beaud* 
ful" prints I liave juft purchafed. Thofe of your 
favourite Salvator I intend for your apartment : 
Choofe out the landfcapes you admire moft ; and 
flatter me, by difcovering that your tafte agrees 
with my own/' 

Louf2a aroie, and wail:ed with Lord Haftings, 
into the dra\7ing-room ; but thought not of the 
prints. She read his apprehenfions in his dejeiSted 
countenance ; ^d inftantly catching the alarm, in- 
treated him to tell her what he thought of Lady 
Granville's iituation. i - 

*' Perhaps, Mifa Seymour," faid he, '* my fears 
magnify her danger ; but at prefent, Ihc certainly 
has every fymptom of a fever." Louifa's afflfdion 
was iaiexpreffible ;. and fbe could not. help fighwg 
in a low voice, — ** How unhappy am I ! — ^wiU 

Heaven deprive me of every friend ?" " No 

Mifs Seymour," replied Lord Haftings, with much 
emotion, " you will never want friends : — Virtues 
Jike your's, fecurc the friendfbip o£ Heaven itfelf." 

• 

. Iliis affexSting converfation was interrupted by 
the arrival of Lord Granville, who had fpent the 
day at the houfe of a neighbouring gentleman,—- 
Jie was extremely ihocked, at his return, to hear 
of his lacjy's illnefs ; gave orders that Dr. Lewis 
fhould inftantly be fent for ; and never quitted her 
room till he came. The Do(aor pronounced Lady 
Granville's diforder to be a fever, probably occa- 
fioned by the late agitation of her fpfrits j but, the 
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*€anfe t^ing mpm rema^d^ he faopedi^tbe ioiapii£a| 
%rottld «duier "be finonidabl^ not la&aag* 

LouUa implore J her pormiiidh do n^tch by het 
iiaring the'nig^t ; bat thisy Lady Granville abfoR* 
lately refcded. Ske retired tm ber apartment^ but 
«et to l>ed* 

Juft as the clock ft ruck one, {he ventured to flip 
toMj down, and Iifkn at the door of Lady Graip> 
v^ille's apartment. Having to pofs that of Lord 
Haliitigs, which he had left open vndt the faaie 
intention, he faw het go down ftairV and fnppoflii^ 
his mother grot^m worfe, followed her in the greats 
eft agitation. All being quiet, Louifa was r&tavti* 
ingfoftly, "when fhe met Lord Haftings in the pali- 
fage. At -fight of him, &e ftarud "with fnrprlfe. 
*rhe eagemefs of his iHfi[\»i?ies* after his mother, did 
fears he expreffed for her own healthy in a tone ol 
peculial* tendemefs, and the^eame^ aianiaer ih whick 
be urged her to eo immediately to i^) a£^d:ed the 
weak fpirits of Louiih «rf fneh a degree, that fht 
could not reft^atn 2i£r teaArst Bhe palled xnkt htt 
handkerchief to 6owx3dt them, aisd haftily i%tti*cdv 
By an involuntary iKiOV«^nent,i)e Allowed her fom» 
fteps ; as he was flowly returning towards his apart*' 
roent, he faw a flip cf pap^r lying in the paiiage, 
which he picked up -without knowing what he £df 
and laid oil his dre^Sng-tal]^. He fat down, andf 
j^evolvtng ih his mind the various fcenes of die pail 
day, found his adtntratioit of Loaifa increSife, witk 
^very new light in- whiah'hfcr exalted chara^er tw* 
placed^ 

Me t^as alfeMWt t6 undrefs, When die paper caught 
his eye ; he unfolded it, and perceived that it was 



.^^wHttearin a femiie hand ; and ixifbsidy faicmr firott 

the'contents that it muil be that of MHs Seymour. 
In reality fhe had dropt it, by pulling her bandkcr- 
^cfii«f quickly out of her pock^. 

It was dated midnight ^ contained the hA wor^ 
of her mother ; and concluded with this folemn 
■addreis': ** Almighty God 1 fhield of the orphan^ 
'be thou my guide and protedor through the dan- 
gerous paths of life : and having removed from 
me the befl of parents, fpare in mercy the kindeft 
►of friends I" , 

r 
t _ . ■• 

: The pi^y of Louifa, and tendemcfs of her at^ 
tachment to his mother^ melted the foul of Lord 
Hailmgs in Jove and gratitude ; nor did her late 
: proofs of his filial piety and folicitude for her fafc- 
ty lefs ibniibly affed: hec's* Unable ,whblly to re- 
ftrain his emotions, he inclofed the paper in a bil- 
let, which' contained thdie word's ;— ** This paper, 
which I found. a few hcnirs ago, can belong only to 
Mifs Seymour. Pardon a curiofity which I found 
it impd^ble to reftrain : I knew not the hand 
when J. prefumed to read it, but could be at no lofs 
with regard to the writer.— hO Mifs Seymour! 
may your prayer be accepted 1 May you, indeed, 
be the care of heaven ; and may peace for ever 

inhabit that gentle. boibm,.Yhere Cich Angular piety 
rcfidcs I" 

.. This letter he prefented to her nnobferved; * as 
flie retired from the breakfafting parlour. The air . 
of iecrefy with which it was delivered, alarmediflr 

- confcious heart with a variety of coiifi^cd emotioni, 

.and it throbbed 4 with fuch violenpe, that it 

y. . Gt vol. I. . ./.. ... , ,'r 
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ifani^ -minfttcSi, after Ae^ ipidoxA hcs^ifKrtioeBU'h^ 
f&re fee found cimrage to opea and read it. Wh*a 
Ae'didfo, .her eye impdtiently. foiight for fomcwl^ 
there, which it couldiiot dijfebvter $ €uid. ilie %hed 
at the clofe of it, without knowing the caufc ot her 
•^appOmtmlenit*- ' 

• » * 

Lady Oranirtlle^js fever Vras violeht, and herr^ 
wooveryloiig dodbt^. Xh^tztg that tedious iaxiguoir 
^hich nfually fucceeds fbrere iUnefs, her fonand 
iibuife Scarcely erer left her apartment. * Fear 
them it shad a thoufand fweet and fecret attrac- 
tions ; united in the fame tender cares, their hearts 
iympathi&d in the fanie delightful emotions.. The 
Intternefs of. grief had yielded to the ibftnefs of mel- 
tmcholy, in -the gentle bofom of Louifa, and (he 
experieilced a cato fo delicious, that fhe would sot 
have exchanged it for the tumult of pleafure. 

4 

This ierenity, however, w^ not of long dura- 
tion : the following letter from Adelaide,: in anfwer 
^to that one which acquainted her with Mrs. Sey- 
mour's death, revived in the a£fe<9ioziate heart of 
JJ>m£a, thofe anxious iblicitudes to wiuch it had 
long been fuhj^d^l. 



To Mifit &jMMifr« 

« THOUGH the heart of my deareft g;entlc 
-ixiendfliazcd tenddrly in all iny forrbws, yet peifeft- 
4y to'Ffmpathife with the affli6^, we muft ouxielves 
-ikve experienced affliSion. Now my Louiia will 
know what it is to fhcd the tedr of hopelefs, unut- 
^terable ; grief owcr the- grave of her ht& friend. 
Thaak. Ood I m^y yet remain to-yon | may faeav*^ 



flORKifcgBgriittt^. iwaMonuifc j^j 



i&, iiiciba^ their mmibcf t ' Bntlsunot tBe 
o^^asf^'hQW&Tcc ddferving^UotB-AmTQiir meaioi7> 
t^tcflRoge^of TOUT &miand4iSuti2ifisI Addaide.' 

^ 1L lauyw ^our fbrtow, my deardft XfOUiik, muft 
ke extrenne : b«ut ailo«r meat leaft tx> endeaTour 
%o confole yoo. Suffer me to remind joi^ that tbe 
ttiiveller vho has a long Joumef to accomplifh^ mnft 
mi&t 9llo^ him&lf to be too mucli engco^ed {^ af^ 
objedl, however pleafing, that he ma^ meet with okk 
his way. Friends, fortune, health, are blefflkigs 
which a honntiful Pro^dcncc fupplies, to beguile the 
length of this weary pilgrimage, not to betray us in 
a forgetfbl&efs' of that better country to wfaidi' w& 
ore ha&ningc 

** We are ever Mfifh m our fortowi : xrwe ii 
sot fby.-wcmldwierepitK when the truly good aso 
taken from a world unhealthful to their vutues^ i 
t^cially when in ddvioncedr fife^ and approaching 
to a fbcond chiltBiopd. 

*^ If it requiFe our utanoft Ibrtleude to behold 
this beauteous fabric diffolving into duft, ought we 
ftot to rejorcc, when we are ipariid the huxnhlhig 
%eaacle of the focd aUb, as it were, in ruins I 

" *Tis true, amidft the decays of her uncorofbrt* 
able manfion, we know that the hea,Tq;|ly inhabit- 
ant remains unhurt ; but as her powers sdl lie dor- 
mant when proper agents are wanting to execute 
icar wi1I# flie appears to us to partaka id die ruin of 
her earthly habitation. 

" My health is vs^ry infirm, but m%{pitks calm* 
and' my foul refi^^aed; From tU|^ qkibt hoAoo^k 
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Louifa» I lode back ynA pity (m thofe who ftill xxA 
on the ocean of li&» and felicitate, myfelf, that mj 
little bark will be £6 foon afhore. In the foothing^ 
recoUed^ion of pad happinefs, and the hope that it 
iKill ere long be reftored, I acquire a peace whith 
xcfembles the repofe of the bleffed. — ^Yes, my Lou-^ 
ifa ! the prayer of the amiable and compaffionatfe 
RocheUe is granted. — Yes, " though I can never 
expc<5l happineisy I have at leaft attained refigQa«% 
tion.*' 

To the fame* 

<* I HAVE always confidered it as a greatcR 
proof of heroifm, to fubmit to live for a friend^ thaiv 
to die for one. — ^A few hours after difpatching my 
laft letter^ I- was relievedrfrom an illnefs that threjit- 
cned my life ; and the firft fentiment of which I was. 
confcious after my recovery^ was gratitude, not oa 
xny oWn account, but your*s. Yes, my g*ende 
friend, I know that at preffent my death would have 
greatly added to your afHidtion, and therefore I am 
ihanldlilrthat life is. lent me a littk longer. * - 

-^ " The quiet of a cloifter, my Louifa, where there: 
are few cAjcds to engage attention, forces tht mind 
to feek employment at home. In die words of your 
admired Englifh Poet, I ftrive to find 

' Friends in the trees, books in the running brooks>, 
r Sermon« in ftones, and good ia every thing. 

r . ... 

' ' . « There is fomethijig peculiarly delightful to the 
mind in tracing fuch analbgies Between the natural 
a:id moral world, as tend to throw light on many 

, teportant fubjeas, and to confirm our faith m the- 
fublime do^rines of our holy religion. 



: ^ BHie <irig|a.aad :pM|c«flSse.ft8»ei o£«die hktns- 
Sy*s exiftence are beaudibUy iliimadv* of i^ na^ 
tartf changes* and future defti&ation of maik The 
Ittt^erBj is psoduced &om a eat^rpiUBOv ^wUch 
devouoas aardsn pbnu, aad/vd^A bmng toff^ 
€oB afeaSswiait^ lowlf,' narsoipj^pher^ taih iat#* 
a ftste of toiptd ]a£n^ilit^ Thus k ecmtiYHMt 
timing the^gkiomo£.-mDJ^i bntwh^nthegkid&ttie 
beam of fpring appears, it is re-axiBpatecj^— -tarftfe 
its cfwifinriiient, /oars aIoft> acquires new beautft 
power, and Yigour. Itsrfcene of adion, its reliihes» 
its exercifes are changed ; the fubilance is Tet2uned» 
but the xnodiicatiou is totality altered :-^It is at 
eftce another and |heJ&Kie.-*-*^Mave reooovAibm^ 
^ iaSdeh, to the demoailnitiasKs of smooal expeii^ - 
toce, and dien iay, — Wfiy (houid it be tboughft 
'iacvedibk that God (bould raiie the dead > 

*i^ Thettief^like ibcfe^ Aiy l.ouiia» cannoi; be Ibp- 
pckM Aequentfy to tmpioY' y&ur tkohghtB, in the 
x^^odft of €omfsi9f andlnnofemeats. 'Lot me flpMi 
ihe ^itt of a. ck>iilfEav iometiities obtrude them 
tiponYotu l^ttgliinjJLoax(acaAnote3^pe^amui(e- 
ment from the walk of a coAV4»t,yet th^t fitii^tioB» 
as it infpires the moft folemn reflefttons, will plead* 
Itof. escufe, if mhie &(M3^ at any time feem o&ci- 

* • -  

^ Deprived of youir beloved fociety, I naturally 
fteie for that of the gentle Gonftance. Thou^ 
fier convieifadon camiot conible me iFor the lofs of 

Sour'sy her amiable dSijpoSittons biing you continually 
> my remembr^cci* In her, good £»iie and jfweet- 
sefs of temper do moi^ ^lan compensate for the ab- 
Abce of thpfe Akisg talents> wUch daaizle* but 
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do not \rannf-*-'which. amke;a Govft but cartlf 
conciliate affe^ioiL 

.** Adieiit my ikareit friend* ! Ma^ the cttp of 
prafperit7 long b^mir'Sy nnimbittered by an^mix* 
-ture ,of peculiar Ipflii^oa ;-<-4na7 thofe that: are 
neceffary^ proTe healthful ;-'-and may its flavc»ir be 
heightened» and its rdiih. endeaziedf bythe cordial 
£riendihip o£ your 

Adelaide*'' 



Before Lady Granville "was able to take an airing 
in the coachy fhe was advifed by Dr. Lewis to b« 
carried into the garden,. for the boaefit. of fi-eih air^^ 
where there, was an elegant little pavilion, dcted 
up in the moft exquifite taftet and which comman* 
ded one of the fineft profpeAs in the world. There, 
whilft Louifa. fat at work-^ witix Ladf GranvHle, 
or amused hericlf with training the honcyfuckle 
and jeilamine round. the windows, Lerd Hafiings 
ufually read aloudk One day he took up a volume 
of Shakdpeare, and- chance direding' him to the 
Twelfth MgBti he begajato read. 

. . It was iin|)offible for..Lout& not Jto-i perceive that 
there was fomething particular, in the whole, manner 
of Lord Haftings towards her ; and the various in- 
icid^nts ^f the laft ntonth had' left iher m no. d<mbt 
widi rirfpeS: to the nature of Aerowji femiinentSb 
Aa his expreffions, however, might beaU jufti^ed 
«n the fcoi^ of Ajendfhip and g^atkode^ i[he did 
not daire to ^pcourage hope, t]M>ugh ihe often felt 
the torment of fufpenfe^ andfu^Ssred extreme. ui>- 
f^fmefs from the dread of Lord Haftings entertain^- 
ing the Hightefl fuipicion o£ the truth. .. 



adTaBced inrthe pisf , ihe fdt beifdf great* 
I7 afieded. WheiL he came to that pathetic de« 
fcription, ^* She never told hev loTe," &c. the 
colour forfook her cheeks, and her heart palpitated 
m'th the moft. paxnful apprehenfions*. It inftawrly 
occtiarTedLto her, tiiat.Lord Ha^ngs had artfiillf 
contrived this methodof difcovermg her real ientw 
aaeoats ;^r*t22e. ^bought was.agonjr.. 

On pronouncing this /entence, — '* A mnrderoos^ 
guilt fhb\^ not itfettmore fbon^ than love that would 
feem.hid,"— -he ftopt, he figh^ ; and venturing to 
fteal: a look at Louidi, faw hsr pale and fareatUds, 
pik iinkmg fiom her chair. He ^w to, her, aad 
eatdimg her in Ms suTns, prev^tued her fi'oin ialk 
ing. Lady GranidUe, who was. not an unconcerned 
fpe^tor of this fcene, a£Gtfted her fon in carrying 
her out to the air* — ^* My love,** fiud (he, ** your 
Ibng confinen^ent in. a. fitk room, bas^ I fear^ injur* 
ed your health. Indeed^ LouUk, die jooroej to. 
Bath, which. I>r*. Lewis mges, is not Ids seccffiuy 
&r you than myielf*!' 



Fronr that moment Looiia wtCohod to keep the 

.&iAeft watch over herfelf ; - and confcions of her 

ihabtlity to diffemble, to avoid for die fittnre the 

tsosopany of Lioid Halting with as mudi eameft- 

nefs a& ihe had formerly wiibed for it. He perceived 

the coldneis and alteration in her maimer ^ hot far 

from fiifpedtng the real csaadhf with that diffidmce 

.^which often accompanies, true merit, and. always 

gennine love, he fought for it in his ovn cofidisft $ 

lome part of which, though inoibiowii to. faontel(L 

ht feared had o&nded her* 






1 



) 



The confctouflieiA t^t hatbuistd. Louiia^ in^ieik io! 
«oinpan7 wkh him, gaye Ber a feeling fo. ezquifite^jr 
pahifttU that it e^tn tiisew sa air df peeviflmeftv 
mtali^r cotffrcshxumi V(h&n. he inquired anxioufly 
S(bottt her heakh, it moreafed her aiiguiih aad pei» 
pleiitj^ fay xns^ng hex ibfpe^ that ber Secret d]ftre&^ 
was become apparent ; and every attempt to'Toodu 
her inquietude, catrie4 in^ it, to ^ diJbrdened imi^ 
agination, the air of an infult^ 

Lord ttafUngs fought in ^am to unravel the my^ 
tery of her behaviour ; lie "was oonviitced of her 
iladiffierenee J he £tk difiadsfied amd unhaf^y ; bat. 
tii^ugh he kne^ir too well the caiife of hi& inquiet^- 
ude, he was iitterly npcoiifcioiu of having done: 
Amy thmg id laaeik the angulih he faffsred^ 



<< YdM teHdM- iblieitiHhi t^ fpare my anxiety^, 
and reconcile me to my lofs, 'merh;s my unfeigned: 
acknowledgment. Oh, Adelaide ! I have indeed 
WQpt oiier the grave dF my beft ftiesd ; but I have 
mt, U&e yO«i, batkd thet« my hopes, iviftes, and » 
!fi<|TH«tudes« My bc^bm is not formed for the re&- 
id«paffiG«ii& and||vu^i£$ of the ipvorld ; it reSBMS 
peace epieti mom ^kii pleiifiire. hi a few days we 
ftt im f^r fia^f and I eoi^fs to you, the profpeA 
fi^Biiifin^ widi the g^y Wotkt^ load:$ me with a de- 
jection I eatmot ihAke of. ^^%ut, hke die bee, I muft. 
ftrive to improve my litdt boat of lift, and to ej^-^ 
ma honey from me^is^ as weU as flowers. / 

** Happily, my Adelaide, the eyes of imagination 
are aot fettered by the laws that limit the corporeal! 
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ienfe. Though many' Irandred vules Dim dmde 
VLS, Ml I behold the hicnd o£ my hearty ^1 do I 
partake with you the delightful iolitude of St^Cire.. 
I tread) in fancy, the fame path we have often trod 
together ; the £aane trees which have witnefled our 
mutual expreffions of fnendfhip, feem to (hade me ; 
atxid I ftill ^op to liften to the fame profound filcnce» 
wfiich ufed to infpiie us with a pleafing' dread, 
trhiM wandenng through the cioifters by the pale :. 
lamp of evemng. I look back with regret on thof<^ ^ 
hours, Adelaide, which fhall ncver» never return 1 ^ 
Hours, which we often fufiered to elapfe in ^ain re-^ ^ sJ 
grets for their fhort duration.. Such is the weakn ^ 

nefs, the inconfiftency of human nature i Yo\i ^ 

wonid be equally unjui^ to. your own merit and my "C*7 
friendfhip, did you believe that I could ever fu£Eer- s>- 



0/ JGM^mage to be bant(hed&om my heart, • No» 
^ ^^^NBfiJjude ; others may engage my attention* or en-* 
^^^ grofs my time, but you wiu ever po^lefi the coin 
inned e&eem, and tender a£^edfon of 

your faithful friend, / 

LovtsA SbtmoUb:.'^ 

" As Bath waters were thought neceflary for re* 
ellabli{hing Lady Granville's health, fhe prepared 
to fet out with her family, all of whom wifhed to 
attend her* 

About a week before their departure, the Mar^ 
4uis of Winchefter and his daughter came to con* 
gratulate Lady Granville on her recovery, and fpend * 
a few days at the Caftlck Lady Ch^lotte, who had 
never feen Mi fs Seymour before, was fo ftruck with^ 
heV beauty, that fh^ could not help ezprefBng hes 
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adfldiiatieQtDf iL c Hei-adlhiTaiicai hukcd was4Elb«. 
oere, afidmnnikded 'widiiecffry ; but woukK jkrotbabl^ 
have bfte<i.atMiidfid. witk^&eling equa% paiafbl^c 
kad ike. xiot ^iailaatlj peKciited the coldndft with> 
Bbick L<Miii» treated llosd. Haflaii||s, and recoik^U 
«d tkat tbe dxaaga ia 1^ maimer took place b«foi«i» 
hn xsetum. £rom. Bmnce* 

Nothing •!» moMk common tMiv to fde«pcop2e o# 
mppaUt^ t^npers. become fond of each othev. Im 
all cottnexioa^ of tbe heait, there luoA be a fimU 
. kurity in tai^e and fentiment between the parties V 
bat div^rfityi o£ ten^>er5, like diveriity of mufical: 
tones, ferve, when propetdy combined, to- make th& 
harmony more complete^ jr The timid^ and. reiervedr 
are relie^^ f rom the aeoefflty of any paiiiful exet^ 
tftons, by: the ftank ^nd. compltkoent, who derive a\ 
|;enerous pleafiue from the conkknifnefs of. brings 
mg fonh 4he merit of othefs t& view, and of re* 
moving that veil which, excefllve modefty throiva. 
over their good qualities.. Tbefe two ladies de-- 
rived mutuejpleafnre and advantage from each oth* 
er?s fociMr ; -aad. before they parted. Lady Char-- 
lotte intreajted Louifa to write to her, in fuch preff-. 
ing terms, as left her no pretence for declining a 
correfpondence* which fhe. by no means thought 
ha&\£ qtialified to fupporU 

One day, when tlie two young ladies, and' Lord 
Haftings were walking in the garden, Lady Char- 
lotte, with: her ufual vivacity, began to rally Mifs 
Seymour oa the number o£ ooaquefts flie woukt 
make at Bath. The converfatibn happening to txaikf 
on the marriage of a yoling lady there to a richf^ 
difagreeable old mifer, Louifa cxpreffcd her detect, 
tation^ of a.con^udt foi inteiafled^ ia the StxongsSt 



tems. << Very vHHf^' v4>ti^ Kef IHrely fneni^ 
*^ ^ihSs m imghty pretty taftiog : Nay, I dcmBi; 
^not bat you will carr^ your roaaaitjc foUy fo filr, 
«s to marry fome gentle, 'generotis youtlr, who be- 
lieves -IninLfelf as capable of \vfmg <m love, and 
-l^ope, and tows, and nonfenie, as yoa do* Btit 
•indeed, my dear girl, we mortals require fome 
^groifer aliment ; and I'll yenttxre to vrager, joa 
Ball be of my opinion before ten years are expi- 
red : Nay, perhaps, as many weeks at Bath will be 
Sufficient to eflFed this marvcllons change. Con- 
fider, ebild, you have never yet feen the world.-*- 
Oh I you know not the dear del%ht of being fol- 
lowed, admired, and Mattered I JDon't you think, 
any JLord^ that Mif^ Seymour will foon be of my 

^opinion P'* « I fhould rather hope. Madam," 

replied lie, gravely, " that the empty adulation of 
-mere admirers, would ferve to give Mife Seymour 
.a jafter vl^ le for the efteem and admiraition of iier 
real friends." 

Though Lady Charlotte paid little attention to 
this ipeech, Louifa perfeftly comprehended the 
meaning of it. Indeed, the whole of this convei^ 
^iation introduced into tic minds of I^ord Haftings 
and Mifs Seymour, a train' of itleas fo unpleaiing, 
that they were glad to pot^^m end to it by return- 
to theCafflfe. 



A few hours after the Marquis and his daughter 
went away, a genteel young woman demanded to 
foe Mifs Seymour alone, and was accordingly con* 
^dedto her apartment. It being then tile du/k, 
IfOuifa could *not fee the ftee of the perfon who 
waited for her ; -and was not a little alarmed on 
fmng'ber bolt r the. dcHor, and then, falling on her 
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IbfieeSy burft into Si flood of tears, accomp^ied with 
.fuch violent agitadbn, as for a while robbed her cf 
.die power of utterance. Louiia begged to know 
what flie wanted. " Oh, Mife Seymour," cried 
fhe, with a feeble voice, interrupted with fighs, 
"•* have you forgotten your once virtuous, once hap- 
py Sally Vernon ?'* " Good heavens !* Sally," ex- 
claimed Louifa, " is it you ? But how came you 
here at this late hour ? — Why have you left Cam- 
bridge ? — ^What is the caufe of your diftrefs?*'— - 
** O 1" continued the afflidted mourner, " why did 
■you fend me from you ? You know, dear Mifs 
Seymour, I was not a vain or giddy creature. Had 
I ilill been at Springwood, I would have been the 
happiefi, as I am now the mofi miferable, of the 
human race." — She then proceeded, with much 
' difficulty, to give Miis Seymour the melancholy 
relation contamed in the following letter, which 
I^uifa difpatched to her friend early rcxt morning, 
before fettlhg out for Bath : 



T'o JLaify Charlotle VtlUers* 

*' OUR correfpondcnce, my dear Lady Charlotte, 
is aboixt to commence in a manner I little thought 
of. I will make no apology for engaging you in an 
a(5t of humanity, becaufe 1 am perfuaded I cannot 
give you a higher proof of my efteem, than folicit- 
ing a favour ; or confer a greater obligation on you, 
than by putting it in your power to do good. 

ft 

« The affair in which I am requefting your af- 
fitlance, has given me ineipreiEble afliidtion. Per- 
haps you may remember to have feen at die Caftle 
a beautiful young girl, named Sally VemoQ, who 
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Iftsad tHerefome days at Lady Granville's defire, 
waiting my mother's return from France. She was 

# the only child of a favourite fervant, who dying, 

bequeathed her to my mother's care. Sally waited 
on me, tUl the lof s of my father's fortune oUieed 
us to difnufs all our fupernumerary domeftics. My 

>\. worthy parent, unwilling to ezpofe this innocent 

girl to the dangers of the worlds placed her with a 
chamber miUener sit Cambridge. There {he has 
condnued for ieveral years paft, and behaved in a 
manner which gained her the affiedtion of the 
whole fiunily. 

L *^ Some time ago, a young gentleman, of the 

f name o£ Talbot, c3led to look at fome rubles : He 

law the unfortunate Sally, wrote fcveral letters to 
her, pretending he was the fon of a wealthy farmer 
ivk the next county \ and by Tarious arts, prevailed 
J on the unfufpe^tlng girl to eorreipond with him, 

and liflen to his addreSes, 

" I cannot pretend to give you all the particulars 
of this /hocking affair ; I had them from her own 
lips, and fpared her the painful relation* ilfcuffice it 
to fay, that in return for the moft tefider and con- 
fiding affedlon, he has betrayed her to ruin, and 
loaded her with fhame. 

. " Oh, my dear Lady Charlotte I how my heart 
fweUs with indignation againfl the perpetrator of 
this moft cruel, this premeditated villainy ! — ^What 
will become of this wretched orphan I' know not. 
He fet off a few days ago for France, without fay- 
ing farewel, or leaving one guinea for her fupport, 
fiotwithftanding her prefent deplorable fituation. — 
H vo/. I. 



I 
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zneaii»« honii deCpycabls (kes vke render ^ * 
human; chavaAer J . 

*< Sfae^aflood to ftt me alone yefterdayi ; sndtafter. 
thfOTRitt: herfelf at my feet>. and. ixi^enxkOu(i7.-aD^ 
]qQC»7le<%i^g.j)cr faxik» whkh indeed vsou^adKiit 
of: ntaajL psuItation% {\m coajured.zn^ bj.t^e meokm 
€V7.o£'iiij.re«ex«d parentv to fav^e her fmrnxafsLmy 
aod want. Her words wiere fenr, but the cloqucaccj 
of her diibefs. was. irrefiftible. I dxGmffed her -with 
a promife ofifooH £aiding an afylu^i proper for her^ 
and defired her to fay to the millener, diat having 
heard of fomething greatly to her advantage, I was 
about, to remoYe her from Can^bridge. 

* 

*^ It immediaiely occurred to mey that your good 
old nurfe vzhom we vlfited together, would be a 
proper perfcm.for fuch a charge, efpecially as (he 
has no family^ and. her cottage ftands remote from 
any other. — If Sally's ill-fated infant fees the l^ht, 
I can eafily find a nurie for it in this neighbour- 
bood»-n-Let me biow if this plan meets with your 
appsobation. 

*' Whatever line fociety is obliged to draw be- 
tween the ftridly virtnous oif. our fex and fuch as 
err, O let not us, my dear Lady Charlotte 1 by toa 
rigid a regard to its laws, debar unhappy wanderers 
from a^ain returning to the peace&l path- from 
which they have unfortunately ftrayed. 

« Your letter, which I (hall impatiendy expeft, 
amft be adds^ff^ to ok at Bath. Adieu. 



. / * 
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To \Miff Seymour^ 

" I AM ihocked beyond toprefion, my dcaor 
Mifs SeyiBOTir, at your account of the credulous and 

• tt&fortunate Sally. Poor ^rl 1 we lauft at lea/l^ try 
to preferve ^her from pubMc (hame, if vrz camu>t 
fare her from ^If-r^roach. Yoor phm meets my 
h^keH upprohationi and /hall hare every affiftanoe 

-m my poWer, I ihsdl willingly take her hiDine 

-hersafter to "wait xjti myielf & 

" Ah, Louifa I (hould the galloWs be erefted for 
•the thief said robber, whom Jieccffity, perhaps, hai 
hapeUed to'^ptiTe the rich of what they can eaiily 
ifpajiSi^aEnd ought Tc^untaTiiiy to belko^ ;.«..^and (hall 
^o '^puinfhmeut be mfftAed on him, who fteals ike 
i«£Eb6ticn ^f the geivtle, tmftifpe€^g hffart, irobs it 
of its innocence, and ruins its peace .^-^Yes^ my 
friend ! for ri«6,:pimfii)mGnt is ^prepared....a tribu- 
nal eredled,.... Conscience is the acculer, and God 
'him&lf the Jvsdgt'^>-*-^-^From his power and juftice 
there ii no efcaping, — from his righteousK^fentence^ 
there lies no appeal ! 

*• "Whence comes it, my friend, that men, who 

^T^ride tiemfelvcs on their imegnty in their traiifac- 

' tionswitli each other, ihould neverthelefs hold theuft^ 

"felv^s excu^ble fbr praTftifing perpetual impoiitioilts 

on the whoic raice ^of femaies ?-— There nraft t«r- 

tainly'be fotne phyfical caufe of tfiis, for iu morals 

dtere'is none. — ^^I would apply to pylofophers for a. 

folution of this enigma— -bet, alas 1 at^ not philof- 

ophers men ? and will not they then impofe fome 

"fcillacy upon us ?— Indubitably they will. Upon a 

Iktk refeftioDi howere^, I (re^^fe to wonder at it t 
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*' That power confers right," is a favourite maxim 
with that tender-confcienced fex ; and from hence 
they derive their title, to enflave one part of their 
ipecies, and cheat the other. 

<* I cannot exprefs my admiration of your noble 
fentiments, and generous conduct, fo fuperior to 
vulgar prejudice, and to the weaknefs of our fex in 
particular. May your humanity be its own reward, 
and your exemplary goodnefs lead others to emu- 
late your condudl. — ^Adieu ! — ^try to fhake ofl^a lit- 
tle of your monaftic gravity ; it is unnatural at your 
early aga I fliall difpenfe with your tafting the 
waters at Bath ; but I infill on your taking a Le- 
thean draught of its pleafures, that, like thoie who 
frequent it, you may forget, or {eem to forget, all 
your cares I Imprefs your memory, however, at 
all times, vnth the affurance that I love you ; and 
never forget . 

Your admiring friend, 

ChAI^LOTTE ViLLURS.*^ 



To Lady Charlotte FilKers. 

t 
« 

** IN what terms (hall I thank my dear Lady 
Charlotte, for her ready concurrence with* my plan 
for poor Sally ! I have written, to acquaint her 
with your intended goodnefs, of taking her hereaf- 
ter into your own fervice : I dare anfwer for her 
gratitude, and will truft to you for having her con- 
veyed privately to , as foon as poffible* 

** I fear my condu(5l in this affair has not been 
fo difinterefted as you fuppofe : Your approbation 
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I Mte lo()fcied to as pan' of tny reward 5 and, pet" 
hapSi eren the indulgence of benevolence has felf- 
gratification in view.-f-Were we at due pains, my 
d^ar friend, to examine the motives of our anions, 
we would often have caufe to bluA for thofe, on 
account o£ which we. proudly arrogate to ourfelves 
the praife due to fupetlor ifnerit. ; 



^' Though I vrifh to obey joU in all things, I 
ftall find It impoffible to forget mj cares in the 
roidft of a fcene fo full of them. Here, care takes 
poiTdHon of all ranks and denominations : The 
young care fbr amufement, and the old for money 
-^— the gay care for dfefs, and the ferious for cards 
i*^the hand/bme care for admirers, and the ugly for 
want of them^»-^the coquets care for coxcombs, and 
ttie coxcombs for coquets— the women care for 
every thing, and the men for nothing but— -theih- 
ftlves. "For my part, inftead of cafting away care, 
t have got a huge addition to my former flock--— 
the care of ple^tig you ; which I am fo anxious 
to do, that, knowing nSe^on to* be of an aflimilat- 
ing nature, I am ftriying u> imksLte you ; and, in 
hope of making yon ttrhat. you have never appeared 
to be--^fond of yotirfelf— — am encroaching on your 
province, and affcftmg your ftyle. Do not be 
afrsud, however, that I fhall rival you in it i I am 
fo awkward an impoftor, ' that every child might 
deleft the cheat. 

" The only thing of which every perfon here 

fcems carelefs, is that health, which the^ profeis to 

, make the fole objeft of their care. One, I fliall 

ever anxiowfly preferve tliat of endeavouiing to 

merit your friendfhip, and to juftify to the world- 
your kind partiality for me. Perhaps, in this in- 
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ftance aloncy your judgment could ever be caUed 
in queflion : Be it my conftant care to vindicate it. 
Adieu." 

To jiiklaide de St, Croix. 

" I NOW addrcfs my beloved friend, from xHofi 
very centre of fafliion and folly. Is this then tlie 
world, fo much deiired, £o eagerly pur£ued» at the 
expenfe of healthy peace....nay9 even virtue itfel^ i 
— Ahf my Adelaide ! it has no charms for me ; it 
never will have. 

** I am alarmed and difconcerted at every ftep. : 
I am diigufted with the extravagant levity of the 
women, and the fulfome adulation of the men ; who, 
in praifmg others, feem to be wholly engrofled by 
the care of difplaying their own talents, and placing 
their fviperficial accomplifhments in the moft advan- 
tageous light That indifcriminating politenefe, 

which the courtefy of the world dignifies with the 
title of good-breeding, appears to me to be nothing 
better than a refined fpecies of hypocrify. I fhrink 
from the view of thofe harfh and unamiable quali- 
ties, which the generality of our fpecies are neither 
at pains to correft nor conccial ; and feek in vain 
for the beloved circle of friends, with whom I am 
accuftomed to converfe with freedom and delight, 
in the quiet of the country. ** My heart is ever 
ready to fpeak, but there are none to hear or an- 
fwer it :'' All here feem to have but one care, one 
obje*5l, one idol — and that is felf — to whom thq^y 
pay unceafing homage. 

*' How tliankfal to Providence ought we to be^ 
my Adelaide, who hath preferved our hearts from. 
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beiiig corrupted by the -world 1 — vho hath endowed 
them with feelings too cjxalted^ too refined, to be 
comprehended by thofe who are enilaved by faihioti, 
^nd whgfe tafte is depraved by vice and luxury I— 
How thankful, that the view of the fublime, the 
ufeful, and the bea^ufulf both m the natural and 
moral world, excites in our fouls l3ae mod pui?e 
pleafure, the moil devout gratitude^ the moft lively 
adoration and praiie i — ^Theie are emotions at once 
exqufiite and ennobh'ng i Emotions wluchf alas ! 
are but little known to the bulk of our fpecies ! — 
Pleafures which efcape the regards even of thofe 
who profefs no other purfuit but pleafure ! Refer- 
ved by God Wmfelf for thofe who love him — ^by 
rightly loving tbemielves ; who fear bim-^hy fear- 
ing to commit what is ofTenfive to him ; and who 
obey him — by following the beft inftinAs of nature, 
t^e gleareft dedu&ions of reafon ; , all which coin- 
cide with our only unerring guide, the divine light 
of revelations 

*' Your friendfhip for me, Adelaide* ^ves me 2 
jealoufy of myfelf, to which I was formerly a ftraiK 

fer. She who hopes to maintain a place in that 
eart, where fuch noble candour, generofity, and 
friendihip inhabit, ought to. poffcfs'xio viilgar fliaise 
of thefe virtues. I fear to be unjufl to a friendihip 
like your's, by admitting another candidate for 
mine ;• yet, after all, my Adelaide, I feel, that 
though I may efteem and admire others for vadous 
good qualities,^ you, and you alone, are the friend 
of my heart* . 

• * 
" About a week before we fet out for Bath, the 
Marquis of Winchciler, who has a fine feat in this 
jaeighbourhood, came with his daughter, to fpend 
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tomt days with Lord and Lady CranviBe. — I Kave 
•Derer ieen moi^t dignity and gi'acfe uAit«d> than iu 
Lady Charlotte ViuieM : She is citr€mcly hand- 
fomt) and poffeffcs a teftdy wit, which, as it is nevdr 
difplayed either to attract admiration, or give iinne- 
etttsfff pain, had the tSeit of rendering her coii* 
▼erfation in tlie lugheft degree entertaining. Mie 
diftingnilhes me by her notice ; and, when we 
parted, fblicited my friendfhip and correipondence, 
in a manner trnly pleafing and which did me much 
honour. But fhall I coiaefk to my Adelaide, I feel 
more admiration than complacency for Lady Char- 
lotte ? 1 cannot (hake off the rcftraint which differ- 
ence of rank impofes ; and, through the noblen^ft 
6f her fentimentB, I can yet perceive that fhe values 
herfelf on the fnperiority of her birth. Befides, 
thotlgh highly aceomplifhed, and extremely agree- 
able, Lady Charlotte wants that irrefiftible charm 
which fcnfibility adds to the female charadter. She 
fometimes amufes herfelf with laughing at the guilt- 
lefs weakneffes of her fpecies^ but never expofes- 
them to public view* She de^ifes popularity, and' 
t^HidB her friendihip, by placing your foibles in a. 
"Bght at Once (b i^rilenlg and ridiculous, that, beini^ 
neitha* able t^ cftct^e itor deny^ you have nd way 
left but to abjure them. 

" I crften draw a <^omparifon between my beloved' 
'friend, and this admired beauty t' Her per&dtions, 
like the meridian ftm, dazzle and fktigue the fight. 
t^Youi^s, my Adelaide, refemble the wft, mild luf- 
tre of the queen of heaven, whofe charming afpe<5t 
we ufed to contemplate together, with fuch ineffable- 
4clight, in the gardens of St. Ciref— Oh ! with what 
pieafing melancholy, what tender regrtt, do I re-- 
«al the hours fpeht &ere \ — U there not, my be- 
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loved friend, fomething inexplicable in thefe fadly 
fbotliing frames jof mind, when it pleafes us to 
be pained, and when forjow is mingled with fatif- 

fadllon i 

Louisa Seymour." 



Soon after the arrival of the Granville family at 
Bath, they went to vifit the rooms. Whilft they 
were walking there, a lady entered, leaning on a ^ 

fenteel young man, both in deep mourning ; whom 
-ouifa inftantly difcovered to be her travelling com- 
panions, Mrs* Stanhope, and her fon. They mu- 
tually expreffed their fatisfadlion on occafion of 
this unexpecfled meeting ; and Mr. Stanhope, with 
marks of the tendereft fenfibility, condoled with 
Louifa oik the lofs- (he had fuftained, acquainting 
her at the fame time with the death of his father, 
which had likewife happened fince they parted at 
Dover. 

As Mifs Seymour looked very pale arid deje<5le(^ 
he could not help expreffing great folicitude about 
her health, the lofs of which he feared had induced 
her to vifit Bath at that unfafhionable feafon. Lou- 
ifa, after proper acknowledgments, and informing 
him of the caufe of her journey, tuming to Lady 
Granville, " Permit me, Madam," faid fhe, " to 
introduce Mrs. Stanhope and her fon to your ac- 
quaintance ; their merit claims your eft^em, and 
my obligations to their kindnefs will fecure them 
your friendfhip." 

. Lord Haftings, from the oppofite -fide of the 
room, had obferved with attention the pleafing fur- 
prift Louifa expre/Ted on feeing Mr, Stanhope* 
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He came nip to tiiemat the moment (be titt^rediji!^ 
•lail feiitence» and was feft in amazement at hef 
fpeecfay the im|)ott ef which he could not pofSbl)r 
comprehend, as he had not heard the name of Stan-^ 
hope, and kne*^ of no friends with tvhom Mifk 
Seymour could be on fo familiar a footing. 

. , He foon^dbferred the conftant and poftited atten-^ 
tion pard' her by Mr. Stanhope^ which ihe received: 
•whh the fweeteft coittpiacency ; and jealoufy was 
.now ^added to the ot&er reftlefs paffions that dif-^ 
traded his foul. But, though divided l^y tums^ 
•between fear, fufpenfe, and jealoufyi love nisBntain- 
ed its empire there. Louiia appeared witlr iiiperi- 
:or advantages in^everj^^new point of light. Modd- 
.ty^ humility, and ingenuity, ^ere theccoiftaiit iii- 
mates of ber gende bofom ; and (he appeared witb 
tlie fame unconfckms i^eetnefs, and 'digni£ed com- 
4)ofure, in pnfaiic crouds' of the gay and the-diffipa-. 
ted, as when ieated in the private circle o£h^ cho-^ 
fen friends. 

As fy&n as they retmned home, L,twd Haftm^ 
iinquired eagerly sifter the name !and qu«dity of the 
ikangers. Loui& readily informed him ; and at 
the fame time mentioned the kindness Aewn by 
them to iier mother, in terms of fuch lively graU 
itude, as excited his envy^ and omfiriried his fuf^« 
cions. 

Louifa bbferved; with extreme pain, die uneafi... 
nefs of his mind, and depref&on of his :{pirits.-.«< 
The diffidence of his manner, whenever he addreil 
fed her, and the Tefpe<ftful attention with which he 
trea$ed her< convinced her, that, fhc had injured him 
by her former fufgicions. No fooner did her judg- 



OMSit imdEe this cene^fien* t^^iftrfaer lieait cagotly 
Ibinedit, to juftify.a^thoo&nd Httle Jdndneffes*. whick 
Jhe thought were dee to ^.psSha fo^teader smd':i^tff 
iiiteirfted;as tli^ ofXord'Hftftiags* ^ 

f\> Mifi Seymour. 

*^ THERE is a tender |deu6ire, my- Loqi£^ ia 
refiecf^iag-, tliat, perhaps at the fame inilaat, though 
divided by many hundred puies, the fame glowmg 
^edtion is animating oar hearts, the fame pleafing 
^taik employing our hands. 

M. Believe me,, it is with real iatisfaxf^ion I hear 
vfyour forming new intimacies : Do not be- afraid, 
my amiable, my ingenuous friend, to admit Lady 
Charlotte to a ihare of your a£Fe^on : I: am confi- 
dent I fhall not be a Icier on that account. Yott 
•cannot be unjnft ; and the imequalled fondnefs 
I bear you, is my fecurity for tlie flrcngth and con* 
flancy of your attachment. — Long accuftomed tor 
the ftudy of tkofe valuable charadters who compofe 
our favourite circle, and who are all the world to 
ms, we come at length to believe, that within this 
-circle is comprifed all that is V2duable in the w^orl4» 
Friendihip amiihilates their foibles and magnifies 
their virtties ; Others lofe gready by comparifon ; 
and hence the focial and benevolent a£Fe6^ions come 
at length to be confined to a fphere fiar too narrow 
and limited for their healthful exercife. Intimacy 
with a variety of charaders gives the mind more 
enlarged ideas, and a more liberal turn ; and by difl 
covenng various great and good qualities in indi- 
viduals, we are induced to give crectit to our fpecies 
for many more which we want opportunity to-de» 
velope. 
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" Let me warn my tcloved friend agamft cherlfh-* 
ing that faUe deUcacy and exceffive refinement 
which would wholly unfit her for commerce with 
the world, and that ftation which Providence hath 
afijgned her there. Philanthropy, in fome meafure, 
conforms the human to the divine nature : Though 
there are harfh features in fome chara<5ters, there 
are good qualities in all ; and though the vices of 
individuals excite a virtuous indignation for our fpe* 
cies, as a colledive body, let us ever cherifli the 
fwcet glow of benevolence. 

" Though fenfibility adds grace to virtue, if it 
becomes fo exquiilte as to occafion more pain and 
difguft than pleafure to its po/Te/Tor, it can no longer 
be regarded as a bleffing. Approbation is a pleafant 
fentiment ; but it is a real misfottune to have ac- 
quired that degree of refinement, which gives us a 
difrelifli .for the ordinary purfuits and fatisfaftions • 
of life. — When we enter the great theatre of the 
world, we find two reprcfentations of human life : 
One, -the work of imagination, a young, giddy en- 
thufiaft,-^the other, that of experience, a Ibber, 
fkilful artift. The firft prefents you only with 
exaggerated features, deceitful proportions, and 
random ftrokes, which confound and miflead the 
judgment. In the work of the other, .light and 
ftade are judicioufly blended ; and through the 
whole you may trace beauty, fymmetry, and defigii : 
Every feature is mellowed by time ; and if you are 
not dazzled with its luftre, neither will you be dif- 
gufled with its faults. 

" To view this pi<aure in the faireft light ; in 
other words, to make the beft of every thing, is thfe 
great art of life.'* 






To Wfs ^eytkour. 

(^ PROFESSIONS of cftccm and affeaJon ^rt 
Ririong thbfe truths -which we find ft> 'agreeable to 
the interefts of felf-love, that "we feldom incline to 
;^u<iftion their finc'erity. ) Your's I receive with im- 
'pifcit faith, arid hold them as facred as 1117 creed, in 
foite of furly cohfciencc, who cavils at the founda- 
tion on which they are built. — I wifh, LouHa, you 
tp-ould get rid of that antiquated, ufelefs virtue, niod- 
•efty, which ev^ry body admires, and nobody re- 
"wards. How often fhall I aflure you, that your let- 
ters give me pleaiiire ; — that I peruie them with 
eagernefs ; — that I iigh when I come to theh: clofe i 
Oh ! I anticipate your malicious inference ; but 1 
aflure you, it .is the fhortnefs, not kngth, of your 
letters, which occafions my fighing. Perhaps, I 
ought rather to applaud, than blame your generous 
caution j you know iweet morfels are apt to pall, 
arid tremble left you fhould give me a furfeit* 

" With that diffidence wliich always acccmpan* 
ies genuine merit, you difclaim the praife due. to 
ybilr late conduft to poor Sally, and alledge that 
your getverofity ^iroceeded from a defire to indulge 
yourfelf. You wrong yourfelf, my Louifa ; pleaf- 
ure has been the re-w^rd, whilft virtue was tEe 
fource of your condud. 

" I know there are fome who arrogate to them* 
lelves the title of Philofophers, but who, in fa6^) are 
no lovers of ^iiUom, but mere lovers of paradox, 
that derive all' our ad^'Ions from the felfifli principle. 
Let us dete(ft the fallacy* No man could rightly 
I vol. u 
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«ftimate the ploafure of goodnefst till he had him- 
felf been good. From what motive then arofe the 
iirft benevolent adfon ? 

•• Again, you affirm that your charity was not 
difintereftedy becaufe you hoped by it to obtain my 
approbation. Our anions, my dear Mifs Seymour, 
are feldom the refiilt of a fingle principle, but flow 
from a complex variety of motives. To vrifh for 
the approbation of the good, is at leaft innocent, 
and cannot therefore contaminate the adtion to 
which it gives rife. And although your charity 
may have looked to this as a part of its reward, yet 
SI deed which in part was prompted by compafSon, 
is not therefore to be ftripped quite naked of merit. 
Let us guard againft pride, by an impartial exami- 
naUon of the hidden fprings of our conduct ; but let 
us Ihun alfo too fevere a fcrutiny, left deprived of 
the fupport of felf-approbation, the vigour of our 
minds fail, for want of that reviving cordial which 
our benignant Creator hath provided as an encour* 
agement to perfeverance in Virtue. * 

** You tell me, * you are furprifcd that a perfbn 

* with my advantages, and living fo much in the 

* gay world, fliould have nothing of the coquette 

* in her difpofition.'— — -To my father, Louifa, I 
am indebted for this. Deprived in infancy of my 
mother, his whole attention has been beftowed on 
me, and I have been his conflant companion from 
a child. 

« He knows human nature ; and having made 
my temper his peculiar ftudy, took advantage of 
my high fpirit, to infpire me early with the lauda- 
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He ambition of ekcellmg in mental, rather than 
peribaal qualifications* He oppofed one pallioa 
to another, and taught the pride of fuperior intelli^ 
gence to combat the rage for admiration. 

** Perhaps you -will think he has (till much to 
conquer, when, in the courfe of one letter, I can 
betra/ two foibles, vanity and loquacity.— —See the 
conffdfence I have in your friend/hip i 

" Though your laft very flattering letter would 
Jitt perhaps have gratified the very learned and cu- 
rious Athenians, who delighted chiefly in hearing 
ibmething new, yet it contained fome old truths 
which one never tires of hearing. Repeat them 
often, my dear Louiia ; and be aSured, that to ob- 
tain your affe^ion and efteem, will gratify the high* 
o£b ambidon of « 

Your fincere, though aipiring friend^ 

Charlotte Villibrs.?* 



To Lady Charfotte Flirsers. 

** YOU rally me, my dear Lady Charlotte, on' 
my fcrioufnefs and lOve of retirement, which you 
term unnatural at my age* The truth is, though we 
may live in the world without adopting its prqudi- 
ces, or being comipted by its vices, we can hardly 
avoid being conformed to its cuftoms and manners, 
which are utterly repugnant both to my principles- 
and tafle. 

.".The abfurdity of thefe will not ftrike your- 
mind, becaufe they have long been- familiar to you i' 
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b^t permit me ta aiku wha^ can bt more. umutuiaji» 
lidiculousi dUuigewiQUv su[i<i eyeil gimizial, ibasK 
th« whole li&, au^d oondu^ of a£iie l^^ I   h^t 
me attempt tbei j^wx i At the expend of health 
and dut79 ihe wafles in fleep or floth thofe ftill^ ie- 
rene^ ddigbtfU houi^» which ooghxto be. devo^sd 
to the improTement of her mind and regulation of 
h^r famUy. She gets up with une^jr reSei^Hons on 
the lo£ies, difappointn^ents, and mortiflcatipns. of. 
the pi:ecedin^ day ; or elfe with no refledlions at 
a9< Qer temper is fretted, during, the tedious du- 
ties of the toilette, hy difcoirering in her face tbe 
fi^ei thojugh filent, ravages of time and. diffipation* 
Chagrined with herfelf, flie vents her illrhumauT; 
indi^rinunately on all who approach her ; apd her 
caprice and injuHice teach even her children an4 
d^meftica ta-defpife h/en. Utterly ignorant of hs^p- 
pinefsy Ihe waftes the precious hours ollifla i^ vainly, 
contriving the means of rendering them happy. 
To diflipate that/tix»e» which fhe Jaiows not to en-? 
i^Jf yet whofe filent lapfe ihe marks with terror, 
and deplofes with anguifh, fhe fets out on a round 
of vifits, in full confidence of being denied admit- 
tance by all wh<» call theznfelves her friends, and 
whom fhe would indeed rank as enemies, did they 
confent to fee hex* But. if, by £otog unfonunate 
trniftake, their doors axe <ipencd to receive her* (he 
execrates the fault.; and with confummate art, and 
h^roi?, diflhmjlatipn, inftantly converts her frowns 
into fmfles^ and flies with open arms to meet the 
very perfon, whom in her heart.lhe hates, deipifcs, 
envies, and defames. — Company joins her at- her, 
fuperb, but joylefs and inhofpitable meal. There, 
want of confidence and efteem throws reftraint and 
coidnefs into converfation j( for where there is no 
mutual deiii^. to j^^ and be plea&d, dii^dXsad,, 
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iiidifferefice muft take place of focial intetcourfe, 
harmony, and cheerfiiltiefs.jj^Publtc amttfemcnts- 
£B1 up the tedious night ;-Jamufements I grownf 
not only taftdefs but burthenfome by repetition. 
(Frivolous converfation, unmeaning gallantry, in- 
fipid pleafures, and nunous gaming, funl Up thd 
3079 of a fine lady.-^:^^ — She* may, indeed, be faid Xxy- 
walk in a vain Ihow ; for her life is a train of un-' 
/ucce/sful deceit, which cannot irw^^ lipon the 
world, and which neither promotes her iiltereft nor 
comfort. Her rankling paf£ons increafe with her 
years ; her heart is the receptacle of pride, envy, 
malevolence, and dKguft t — ^Her youth is wafted in» 
folly, her age has no friends r fhe lives without en-  
joyment, ihe da&s without hcf^X 

** Perhaps, my dear Eady Charlotte, you think 
me too fevere. Believe me, it was Truth that gui- 
ded the pencil, and Experience that finiifaed the 
piece. The glowing colours <^ imagination had no 
place there. 

*'I confefs I am fhocked and diigufted beyond 
. expreilion with the levity, and even rudenefs, of 
thofe, who call themfelves the polite world. Would 
you believe it, I have been frequeniiy ridiculed here, 
for miy prefcnt mourning habit ? The only out-' 
ward teftimony I can give, of that reverence I fhall. 
ever feci, for tie memory of the beft of mothers ! '• 

^''Two young ladies of faihion ftood near me 
lift" night ; when, after difconcerting me extremely,' 
by fcanning me from head to foot, with look$ o^ 
ineffable contempt, " This deep mourning for a 
mother,*' faid. one of them, ** who has already been^ 
dead two months^, is abford- afiecflation.'^-^^^ iVh^> 
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n^ dear/' itpiUed the^ otbtr,. ** }Sais muftroon bfaii«« 
tyf whom nobody feoows^ isoot (6 igpkoraiit as, not 
to perceii*^ ttie^ effed black hass m hdlgbteiun^ tbcs( 
^idk^^j, o£ f^h a, ikin axki €0»ipljKiiQn«" 

^ I am not csiga&ioxxs of^ b^wg: v»n or cotKeitedb^ 
It9c^ Ckswlotftoi $ but if I am^tbis is apt the propeif^ 
waf c^ ccmre^ittg me«— -I wUl not aUowt npiyfelf^ 
hi»jweiner» to fed lasftio^ rdkrHJaafiut, wber«» pcchaps^ 
no infolt wa$. intended* Thcfe young ladies wese. 
not cos&toui oi thepaja thi&y wevci inSii^ing ; and^ 
befide»r-^thoy hadno^ loA a motb^r !— -With ref- 
pndt to. cbangbg my dte£^ I fhajl not regulate tiay 
condnA. by thm apinlo^* I can ^eiwr isega^d tfa^ 
praiflice of wearing mourning. fo2ely vih the ligj^t etf ' 
compliance with cuflon^ : It ieem^ intended as a 
fecUnty a^aioft thofe nvounds, whiek a^ heaxts yet 
fore from recent diftrefs, would: feel, &oai.witnQ& 
ing the extravag^c^of mirthy or tho^gbdeffiiefs of 
le^ty.-<— Intemperate npiuft, thabt mind he^ which the. 
prefence of a perfon» whofe countenance amd. habit 
.exprefs the real mourner, will not awe for a little 
ilblQ femethoig' lik& ieritmfaefs. — ^Another cuftom,, 
too, prevails. in. the worlds which I thinh both cruel 
wad uimeceflary — That of admittimg ineto tlie pref^ 
e3iee of osaeJtt deep* affii«ftioia». all tfaofe. yaho, undeae 
the pretence of fyrapathy> feek only to gsatify? aa 
impettinent aiidf moh difgufting curi^fi^. Nene- 
but thofe^ whs(% intimately Know the heart, are qua^ 
ified deeply to fympathife in its forrows ; and the 
f<NTOW»»>b£: the lieatt. are: of' toopfacred ar nattire to 
be latd: c^nr to the infpe^ion> of enczy fuperficjat 
SMsqimintanee and idle vifitor. 

*< Adieus mydearXady Charlotte ; t^e friend- 
flap, with iad«£h. y^Uiu hoTO^g nsie, ^jmft mc airig^ 
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to^rfWnr m h^xh the puiftA aadple^ifiArftof yoors^ 
To attevtate i^ie ofke^ and ai]^i^ii|i t]»« othtr,/wi]iT 
mm add.t® the cnjojs^pl: of 

Your finjQere frsea^ 



*" YOU tell xttf I. Boy 9i:xn9i>le frxenfti^that m^ ktrr 
ters at once amufe and delight you : I can eaiily 
Sdiepc: thak a btam ib imi^Ti,.v^ ft^^/eaiiiatle ]dea£- 
WO: in iyittpatfatluig! in. tb^ ffieilH3g» of i^ho^ ; 1;^. 

tBdsed> i^^n^9:^1^K^'^V0Ml'^^^^ of th#r 

QCice7eiitaa.l lifi^ £ttx^aj[heft; btit. T^ry^ £|vi tc^pics q£ 
ai»u&mexit«:T-*-*-TheT<b i&.a«»thm^. hfivievjeiv .feoM^ 
a. contfi9aPiplalif» nsiin4. niafr xK>t. 4osiv0 i»r. 
Whcdser w« qc»£o« our vi^c^ tchearttn. 
eriai£3 themito h«»irmi» we fhsiil fiiidne^^ ca«i£3 1;%. 
admire the vifdom and extol tfa^ gwdi|dEflt<i£ dift 
Creator, God 1 

finple.^ be^ruttci o£ native* Axtkfft ezpiie0t9»s are- 
ener the nooft pathetic ; and tJieM&m tkofr ot^'e^fr 
ii^ubch; oKe their charms tO' iuM»fe aji0»KC9» aip^ n)^< 
ITT harmony mth my pi?e&st feelh^s^T^But whiJHih 
we^ zB-y^ feieftdl^ feUeitate onsS^^^ ed ppffeflkig- % 
tafte -vibkh can dtriii^ plsafiue fvom ff^soany- fo«v^ 
€«€> ought HRK not to adorei that. Bei»ff» v|i|% ^llpr 
thve not only to the'Bftceffit]fi%.bttt oigoyniettt of h^ 
areati»es> hatkaxiJaAtdbdMdfe .tft tha».«^^ 
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** The fcenesy my LouUa, which contribute' W* 
my inftrudki(Miy as well as j^eal'ure, arc thofe to- 
which I moft frequently refort. The- weak ftate^ 
of my health ifeaking change of air necefTary, my 
mother^ with pcrmiffion of the Abbefs, has brought 
me once more to tlie fcenes of my earlledy happieft 
years* WiAi what mournful pleafure, what tender 
regret, do I look back on thofe years ! — Happy l- 

healthful i and innocent ! Ah ! my friend, hovr 

ignorant are we then of the value of thefe bleillngs I . 
It is not till the ftreams of profperity are dried up> = 
that we are fenHble how plenteoufly they have fiow«»- 
ed : minC) Loutfa, are cut off forever I 

*' Nothing prefents a more ftrikirig emblem of^ 
time, than a filent and fmooth-fiowing river ; fuck, 
as that I have juft been contemplating. To the? 
carelefs and inattentive eye, it feems always the^ 
fame ; but the various portions of which it is com-- 
poied, arc gliding imperceptibly away, whilft the* 
little flowerets that eiiamel its banks, and which it 
matures in its courfe, are likewife fecredy. under- ^ 
mined by its -currenti 

" But a few months are paiTed, fince we traeed • 
together the courfe of this river : its waters were 
then pure andtranfparent ; — we admired. its beauty/, 
and were refrefhed with ite coolnef':. How is tlic^ 
fcene changed ! . Swollen by a torrent of defcending " 
rains, it hath burft its bounds ; and, dark, troubled, 
impetuous, it rolls along, involving, in its waileful 
progrefs, every herb and flower which it formerly- 

novrilhed !-; So fares it with the. human foul.— 

There, whilft the affedions flow in their fmooth' 
sad -jiatural courfe, the feeds of virtue fpring, and/* 
its flowers bloflbxn> But no fooner does the ftonu^. 
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eroiw. wiflif. and: uicfioj aim, arc violetttly. fwept 
a:«iaf into t^e gulp b of oUinom ! 

« Be it our cs^j^ my. Louiia,. to prcfcrve thp, 
(^eaia of oar aSpStionis pure from everf ftain ; aiwl. 
to cbetUU tbofe virtues, which heavezx hath com? 
ixultcd/to oqr cajre^ tUl they Audi grow up to beauty 
and perfe(flion, and be traii^^a^Cc;d to a mUd^ 
cb'me, where they fhall imbibe the rays of a nevcr- 
fettiug. Su|i, and fiouriih, with iucreafiug drenglli, 
hpamy and.vigQur» fear ever I 

" A4ieu, my amiable friend-^X-et; us^ think of-. 
ten^ o£ the hjei^Ings whiqh remaiz^ tha3iK)f thofe. 
wJhich are taken away from us ; and of the calapi- 
ities we efcape, than on the flight cviU we^ aro. 
obliged a little while to endure. — ^Adieu,** 



To Mifs S/gynuiur* 

, .^^^ WSLLy LouUa, I /hall positively become, a, 
cpov^rt to moderA philofophyy li L continue lon^ 
XA this world ; a^d, dif<?laiming all conEdence in th^ 
tdiimoay of my fenfes, believe that there is nothing 
real in the univerfe, — ^but that all we fee, and hear,' 
aod aa, is nothing more than a bundle of fallacious;. * 
impreilions, inconceivable ideas, unperceivable per«- 
ceptions, and I know not what. 

** lyo you kn®w I have for ever offeizided Mifti 
-, by my referved behaviour yeftcrday. You 



may remember, when flie left the country, fhe wasy 
a.little, thin, red-haired, puny-girl;— but. mark what 
mfttsyaorphofesr oi^ wilder in Loudoo produces I 
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Not Ovid, nay, not Circe herfelf, could effed what 
lead-combs, paint, and powder achieve in that mart 
of vanity and fchool of deceit. — I was furprifed to- 
be addrefled yeftcrday, oncoming out of churchy 
by a ftranger, in a* manner fo vulgarly familiar, as^ 
quite fhocked me. It was a tall, rofy, brilk, bour- 
geois figure, with dark eye-brows and chefnut hair ; 
and whom I fhould jufl as fbon have taken for the 
Cham of T^tary a$ Mifs . 

** Pray, my dear, do you think in* your con- 
fcience, that' one is obliged to know one's friends 
under fuch dVguifes ? Who .Ihall hereafter pretend 
to determine on identity of perfon, when it is in the. 
power of the milliner, mantua-maker, perfiimer^ 
and frifeur, to new-model and make us juft what, 
they pleafe I 

« You have dtawn fuch a true, but fhocking- 
pi^re of fafhionable h'fe, that I am terrified with 
the view of it ; — ^and" now, bein^ heartily fick of 
this world, and not quite ready tor a better, you 
muft pofitively reconcile me to my allotted Nation, 
here, by giving me, in oppofition to the ** unnatu- 
ral, ridiculous, difmgenuous, and criminal charadler 
of a woman of fafhion,*^ a juft reprefentation of 
what you deem a natural, proper, agreeable, and ' 
virtuous tenor of conduft ; — in other words, the 
pifture of an unfafliionable woman. 

" Having, fucceeded fo happily in your portrait 
of a fine lady, I'muft infill on immediately feeing 
her counterpart — a jlifelefs^ fober, infipid dowdy, I 
fuppofe, commonly called « a good fort of woman ;* ' 
h\xU in my opinion, the worft woman in the world - 
•^who tirc5 one to death with relating fafl:s which: : 
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.every body knows, — affirming truths whicli nobody 
-diiputcs, — defcanting on charadlers whicli nobody 
cares for, — and proving herfelf, beyond difpute, a 
woman good for nothing but plain work, cookery, 
and breeding. 

** Like your fine lady, and every body who is 
difpleafed with themielves, I can be pleafed with 
.nothing befides. Ha/ien tlien to reftore me to tem- 
per, by a more agreeable picture than that you have 
iet before me. Ah ! Louifa, though Bath doubtlefs 
x:ontains many fuch carricatures as you#reprefent, it 
is at Bath, at prefent I would look for virtue in her 

faireft form You need not take that trouble ; 

for in fome cafes you are fo obftinately blind, that 
I know you will never difcover her, under the veil 
which modefty throws over evei-y perfection of that 
objedt, who is often prefent to the thoughts, and 
always dear to the heart, of her 

Charlotte Villiers."" 



To Lady Charlotte Villiers, 

•• YOU are refolved to puniih me for my pre- 
Tumption, nay dear Lady Charlotte, by impofing on 
me a tafk, to which I am by no means equal. — 
Your approbation flatters me exceedingly ; but be- 
ware how you nourifli my felf-conceit. I may dif- 
pute mj own merit, but cannot queftion your judg- 
ment ; and your influence over mine, r'onders you 
in fome meafure. refponiible for my condu^. — 
Though my power to amufe you is very limited, my 
inclination to oblige you is boundlefs ^ As a proof 
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rf it, at yottr 4eflte, I rcfiiine my ^en, m ordci- to 
delrneatb, in the heft msoitisr I cam» xny idea of a 
TeafcmaUe 'Woman. 

** Your model of a good fort of wottian is every 
^hcre to be found ; but where are we to look for 
a reafonable ©ne ? Perhaps you  will alMge it has 
no exiilencc btit in my own 'imagination. ' liet us 
try at leaft, my admired friend, by Cxit coiidii&9 to 
"realise it. 

" After a night of healthful repofc, the ripafoxm*- 
ble Woman rifes in that happy, trantjuil irame of 
mind, which rcfuhs from pleaAnt tc£c6tkms on 
the paft day, and anticipating the temperate pica- 
fures and important duties* of the coitimencing one. 
It^ ftrff moments are devoted' as due to that Being 
whom (he regards with filial love, gratitude, and 
reverence ; and whom {her approaches, not with the 
lifelefs proftrations of fear, but with the devout and 
cheerful homage of the heart. Before engaging 
in domeftic cares, (he prepares her mind for meet- 
ing with firmnefs, or bearing with patience, the 
little rubs and vexations of the day ; She plans 
a thoufand fchemes of benefvolence aaid utility ; 
and the good fhe cannot perform, but generoully 
intends, is recorded in Heaven us virtue. — ^^fhe 
time necefiarily fpent at her toilette, is Ihort ; it is, 
however, rendered piteafing by the delightful hope 
of becoming, by means of its "adventrtious aids, 
nftore agreeable rn the eyes of a hujfband, wham fhe 
loves too tenderiy to omit a fmgle opportunity of 
complying with his tafte, or confirming his efl'eem4 
T^Boote, w^k, ^ttd above all, the important duty 
of impreffing the infant mhids of her elftldrten whh 
that love'ofgoodnefs'whitb infenfibly leads to the 
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^fadice of it, fill up the reft of the monune.-^ 
Hiroiigh the day, fhe checks the tittle failles other 
own temper,' and, unobferved, fleals from others, 
by the influence of her good humour, every difqui- ' 
edng care. To them her time, her iafte, are often 
lacrificed ; bnt conicious benevolence does more 
titan repay her.— Her converfation, equally remote 
from chilling referve and 'petulant loquacity, has 
no aim, but to inftruA or amufe ; and in her care 
to pleafe others, ihe feems wholly to forget herfelf. 
— ^Her elegant, yet frugal board, prefents a ftrikin'g 
emblem of her mind. There, plenty is feen with- 
out profufion, and neatnefs without oftentation. 
Good tafte, good breeding, good fenfe, and mild 
complacency, teach her gueds to forget they are 
firangers, and to feel they are friends, — ^Her huf* 
band beholds her with mingled pride and pleaf- 
nre ; and his approbation, though filent, diffdfes 
joy through her heart, and cheetfulnefs through 
her conveSation.- — The evening is pafled amidft ti&e 
chofen circle, with whom fee knows no referves, 
and whofe accumulated happkiefs becomes her 
o?irn. Converfation, if ufeful or agreeable, is en- 
couraged ; if dull, relieved by the aids which the 
fine arts fupply to thofe who cultivate them. Mu- 
fic, dancing, cards, are occafionally called in ; and 
even thofe amufements for which fhe has no relifh 
herfelf, fhe cheerfully adopts^ in the hope of Contrib- 
uting to the enjoyment of others.-— Public diver- 
fions are fometimes vifited, bat always tend with the 
reafonable woman to increafe her love of fecial and 
domcftic pkaiures.— rWhen in {)ubiic, fhe appears 
with propriety and modefty. She envies not beaii*.' 
ty, — ^fhe covets not grandeur, — Ihe fseks not to en- 
gage attention ; for, in the pleallng confcioufnefs 
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of difcbaxging her duty) in die loVe of bet hulb^di 
atad «ft«em of her fHeads, fte finds cono^l^e hai»-> 
pkieik* ^ch 16 a reaibiial>le womam! The very 
cppofile of a fa&ionsdjfe one. If we hefitate. to' 
which to give the preference, "we may* perhapst with 
Xlmch proprieiy- deferve to be ranked ih the latter 
cIk(S'^ but we -certainly can form no pretenfions XA 
die name <»r chamber of the former. 

•* After all, ray dear .Xtady' Charlotte, is it not 
aftoknftmg that we are at fo little p^ns to become- 
n^oaable women ^ We> whofe Hmxted and donlefv 
tie^ fituation renders- the ctdtivation of tsbt leffer 
snoralsj the mild and 'gende ytrtues, eflential to our 
oorafort i There are tew people who are not capa« 
ble of great and generous ad^ions, when they know 
by diein they v^ excite admiration and obtahi 
applaufe ; but in private life, wIktc our virtues 
p^s unheeded, we are at little pains to become 
diiinterefted, benevolent, or felf-denied. It is in 
private life, however, that opportikmities are con>- 
ftantly occurring for the exerofe of thefe virtues, 
and where we can at once wimefs and profit by 
their effeds : But mankind, in- general, prefer the 
unmeaning voice of the multitude to the foothing 
approbation of their own nnnds. 

*< Adieu, my friend I If I continue to moralize 
any longer, you will with juftice' pronounce me, a 

moft UNKEilSONABLB WOMAN. 

Louisa Seymour.'* 



About this time, Mr. Valois, a very eminent 
immature painter, arriving at Sath, Lady OranviUo 
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felt ilie fironffeft defire tp hsnre a pi^iwe of her 
ibn^ as die .time fixed for hu goiag abroad ^ift 
approached* 

When ibv made thi^ requcd to Lord Hadinn» 
ihe expreiTed the greateft. reludaxice to havine hit 
likends taken at ^that time ; cofifatous, perhapf, 
that the iiate of ihis mind was not fuch as woald 

five .an -agreeah^e exprefSoa to his features* Mi6 
eTznour was no|: prefent when this fu]»je& wa» 
mentioned. On entering the room, *' Come hither^ 
xny dear Louifa,'' favd Lady .Granvilley *' and 
htip me to perfuade this petverfe fon of mine to 
do ibis duty t Sore I am he ean nerer have a fitter 
•pattern or more able ioilrudor. This is the fii^ 
'time he ^enrer oppoied my wUl $ and- as he casi 
form 'HO veafonable preteuLt for hs& :non>coinpli- 
ance, I am refolved to a^Tert the prerogative ^ jc 
mother^ and infift on his immediate performance 
of his duty ^ or elfe I ihall certaialy pui^ him as 
,9- -rebel*"  

.... • 

Louffa's colour went and came dating this 
ipeech, the meaning of which it was impofilble for 
her to divine. Looking firft at Lady Granville, 
and then at Lord Haftings, her timid eyes feemed 
to demand aa. expUnaiaon c^ it, *^ My mother is 
Tery defirous, Mtfs. Seymour,'* faid he, ** o£ having 
my pidbire ; but there is only one condition that 
will prevail on me to fubmit to this tirefc^ne oper- 
ation. You muft fet the example of my duty, and 
reward me for performing it, by having your owil 
done at the fame, time.^' 

Lady- GranviUe was not aware of the confequence 
«£ her seqaeft, el& her prudence would have pre^ 
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vented her from making it. Seyeral circumAances 
combined to.perfuade her, that Lord Hafiings took 
a more lively intereft in her young fayx}arite9 than 
fhe thought confiftentt either with his prefent ea(e. 
or future proipe^h. . She could not avo^t however, 
ftconding her fon's propofal, and added, with equal 
prudence and politenefs, *^'I fhall envy nobody 
when I ihall haye two fuch< pleaiant fiaends in my 

pofleffipn."-! ^Lord Harfings urged Ms reqaek 

vith a warmth and importunity mat exceedingly 
difconcerted Lpmfa.^ Ever fearful of betfaymg 
)ier fecret fendments> though (he knew not how 
to refufe^ fhe greatly dreaded complying ; but in^ 
this faiftance her prudence was. overborne, by her 
ftrong inclination to oblige him. Though Lord. 
Haftings remarked her he&tation. and embarraff- 
xuentt without knowing the caufe, he was fenfibly 
gratified by her obliging compliance. 

"The coach was immediately ordered^ and" they 
drove to the lodgings of Mr. Valois ; who being 
then difengaged, begged leave to take the outlines, 
of the two pid);ures, as his time at Bath was very 
uncertain.. 

A little difputQ now arofe between Mifs Se^our 
and Lord Hafttngs, with refpe<ft to who fliould fit 
firft. Louifa. faid, that as Mr. Valois's time was 
unpeitain, it was undoubtedly proper, that the pic?- 
ture of Lord Haftings fhould be firft. finiflied j but 
he, recurring to his mother's fpeecb> iniifted on her 
fetting the example This little altercation gave 
an agreeable heightening to the delicate complexion 
of Louifa. As Die was dreSed in a large mourning 
cap, the painter found it neceffary to have it rcm'ov-. 
ed,.ip.ord$r to. obtain a full view of -her. cheek» as. 



1. 



ific was to be drawn in profile* This triffing cir- 
oumftance exceedingly difconccrted the modeft and 
gentle Louifa* whole elegant mind was exquifitely 
feniible to every feeling of propriety. She looked 
gbaihcd* her colour in^reafed ; Lady Granville faw 
iier enibarraflittent ; and- in order to relieve it» 
•* Conie> my love,'* faid (he, ** we will retire ^ a 
moment^ and I will myfelf try to perform the of- 
fice of frifeur : Mr. Valois will excufe.me, though 
1 fhould not prove very dexterous in mj new pro-- 
fcffion." 

During their fliort abfence, the fcene in the parjc 
stt Springwood occurred to the memory of Lord^ 
Jiaftings. He Was feized with the moft paiflionate 
defire to have Loujfa drawn, in the very attitude in 
which he had beheld her at the grave of her mother. 
Afraid of the penetrating eyes of his own, he had 
not courage to propofe it ;• and not having a mo-- 
ment to lofe, — "As this Lady, Sir," faid he, " is 
in the habit of a mourner, I fllould imagine the at^ 
titude moft favourable for the charter of her face 
would be that of devotion." Thi painter being 
perfedtiy of his opinion, he propofed on return of 
the ladies, that Mifs Seymour fhould. take a feat 
near the window, and fix her eyes on the ceiling for- 
a few minutes. 

What were the agitating emotions which Lord 
fiaftings experienced during their proprefs ! An 
aflbciation of ideas, altogether delightml, occupied 
Kis mind, and his eyes were rivetted to a face, whofe 
whole lovelinefs he had never till that time had an 
oppcrtuiiity of obferving. — ^Her fine chefnut hair, 
eontrafted with the whitenefs and delicacy of her- 
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tkia, and the glow of ezqalfiite fenfibilityy occdxon&t 
by the npYeltj of her iituation, rendered her fg 
inimitably beautifu), that the artift, as .well as the 
lover, was rapt iafilient a^dmratipn*. 

She.arofe,i and. Lord HaAing^ m^willlngly, took 
liet place.-— «Some difficulty now occurred about 
the attitude in which he fhould be^drawn ; the pain* . 
ter haying remairlced.tKe nncomxnoxi.sLnd antivatred : 
ezpreffipn of his. fine eyes, requeiled permiflion to 
take his full face. 

No time could .have beenr more favourable to do * 
jitoicc: both to the eiwrellency of the fubjcft and c 
Ikill of the axitifU Thp countenance of Lord Hai^ 
tings was lighted up by a variety of. the fTyeeteflr . 
and nioft tender fenfatiom ; and the objeft on.whom 
his eyes were, chiefly fixed was.not Ukciy to. <^flipate ^ 
thena^" 



The. pi^ures were fiiiifhed, and met with uni- 
verfal approbation. But as they were cpnfefledl^ 
the mod beautiful and highly finiihf^ pieces in hU 
collediony Mr. Valois .^begged penniffion to detain ^ 
them a little while in his poiTefliony as they di4 : 
him much p-edit by being fliejvn. . 6ne, morning, 
when Mrs. Stanhope, called to takejilifs Seymour: 
out an airing, flie exprefled the greateft curiofity to 
fee the piftures, on which, fhe faid, fhe. heard the 
higheft encomiums laviflied wherever (he went. 
Accordingly, they drove. to. the, painter's, who ap- 
peared to be extremely hurried. »■" I have juft . 
received accounts,. Madam," faid he to MiG Sey- 
mour, " of the death of a relation, which obliges 
me to fet'out tbia very night for London*. I wa^.. 



• tiboue to fend- tbo^. p!?6S^ but. perhaps' you will* 
take the trouble of carrying them home yourfclf-'* . 
Louifa took out her purfe ; but Mr. Valois prevepb- 
ted her, by faying they were already paid for.. Thea- 
fteppingto the table, and taking put of the drawer 
a.littlc fealed packet, he. faid, in a low voice, " May 
1- beg,. Mai^am, that you will hav« the goodnefs 
-to preient this to Lord HallingSi when nobody is 
■jgreieqt.^ ^  * The ailonifhed. Louiia hefitated: 
a moment, not knowing what anfwer to make, but 
afraid of being obferved by her companion, fhe put 
it hafkily into her pocket. Her. defire.to know the: 
ccmtents of this little, parcel was extreme, but it 
proceeded* not from- curiofity alone ; a fentiment 
a thousand times more powerful, more, irrefiftibloy 
excited it. She ihuddered at the bare idea of doing 
a mean or difhonourable a^ion ; ihe determined to 
conquer her prefent temptation to it ; but an acci- 
dent inftantly occurred, that, left her no time for 
beiitating about what condn^ ihe ought to purfoe... 
Having let ^own Mrs^ Stanhope at her own lodg- 
ings,- fhe proceeded in her coach to thofe of Lord 
Granville;, oa flepping putf the fpot-board«being 
mxKh lower than that to which ihe was accuilomed, 
her foot. ilipt, and ihe fell to the ground with^ 
violence. .. The buftlc this accident occafioned in the 
hall reached Lord Hailings, who, on hearing Lou- 
ila's voice, flew to her aiUBance. On feeing her pale 

'.. and trembhng, " Good heaven, Mifs Seymour,*' 
' cried he, eagerly, ** v^hat is the matter ?" ** No- . 
thing at aU, my Lord,** anfwered fhe, fmilihg^ . 
hut with a voice ftill fank^ring with fe^ and agi- . 
tation ; . ** indeed, I ihall be quite well preftntly.** 
He fupported. her into the parlour, and ipoke to jier 
'1 iot A ^nanner, and w^th. a t»iie {o, fo&eoed :37«(b. $00^ - 



^ 



Sl6 fKT£&S6TIKG MVlT^ltRs;* 

Baffioii} that ihe was tempted^ to regret jfhe had fir 
Iktle excufe for exciting it. As Lady Granville was< 
abroad* he contriyed^ under pretence of giving ha: 
time to recover £rom the ftiock (he had got by her 
fall, to detain her in the parlour for half an hour ; 
during whick, an interefting convcrfation took 
place ; and he found opportuiuty of teftifying tohcr 
thoie watchful and quiet attentions that Bow diredly 
from the heart, and of which the heart knows the 
foil value. 

Though there never could have been a more fa^ 
▼ourable opportunity than the xnrefent for coioply* 
4!iig with the requefl of the painter* Lpuii^ eould 
«ot find courage -to give Lord HalUng^ the packet^ 
lierfelf ; but delayed fixing on the proper means of' 
>oo«veying it to himtill fbs fhould reach her own 
apartment. As fpon as (he did fo, (he took it out 
of her pociket ; and difcovered, with great emotion,- 
•^that the feal had been broken by her fall. Her eu- 
riofity now became irrefillible.— •" Surely/' whif- 
-pered ihe to herfdf, ** there can be nothing in a 
|>arcel from Mr. Valois to Lord Haflings that- 1 
may norfee !^*-^—— In 'any other indance but this, 
Mi^ Seymour would have argued in a different 
manner. Too well do we know how reafon will 
weigh, and judgment determine, when inclination 
holds thebalance. — ^She unfolded a paper, in which 
was a pasture fealed up^ and an open billet contain- 
ing thefe w^rds r 

^ I HAVE ^riaiy obfenred your Lordfliipfs in- 
jon^ions j no eye but my own- has feeft this pi^hire,- 
I 'have ^^Ided'^e hands in the form of adoration^ 
m ypm-dkt^Mf and Aiiik tile whole pjece im-~ 
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froTedby this circrmiftancfe. Your Lorclfliip*s gen- 
croos prefent I accept with gratitude, as a ptotf 
that mf labour$ have obtained jottr approbation. • 

** i ain, my Lord, with refpe<a and eflcem. 

Your Lord&ip's 

Obliged> humble fefvant, 

J. Valou/' 



.Whilft LouiTa perufed this billet fhe was fbized 
with inch a faintifh ficlnefs, and her hand tre2ii>- 
bjed fo vielcndji that for fomc jmimtes fhe was us- 
able to unclafp the piifture.. At laft fhe dtdifo.; 
acnd with- a feeling of' mingled delight and aflontih- 
zoent, perceived uiac it was a copy of her own* 

The pure and* animated pleafure wftli whfch this: 
difcovery infpired the gentle bofom of Louifa, is* 
not to be defcribed. She * now indulged, without 
reftraint, the eilchantihg conviction, mat fhe was 
beloved ; and the foothing hope of being one 'day 
at liberty to avow to the deferving objedt of her tcn- 
dernefs, diofe fentimehts /which at- prefent fhe £o 
«arefuUy Concealed, She grudged every moment 
till the pidture Ihould be in the poiTeffion- of Lard 
Haftings ; yet knew not how to convey it to him, 
without incurring fufpi'cion of hawng herfclf been 
the bearer, Confcioufnefs made her cowardly; 
and in her eagej*nefs to contrive the ' means of 
eicecuting her purpofe and avoiding fufpicidn, fhe 
overlooked the one leaft liable to it.-*-At length it 
occurred to her thoughts. — ** !" whifpered.fh©, 
as fhe. wrapt up the pidure, " may this lifelefs image 



.«fton recsd lue to Us snomory* ^nd preferye ^sifi; 
a place ia l^is heart, during tt^ long, long hours cf 
ahience L Woul4 it coul4 coavjey 10 .that heart 
the tender gratitude of mine !" 

Recolledking that there could be no danger of 
any eclaircifienaent between Lord Haftings and Mr- 
Valois, ihe inclofed the lejtter and pidure ia a blank 
cover ; and ringing for her maid, deiired her to- 

f' ive the parcel to Lord Haftings's fervant, and to- 
id him acquauut his mailer, that it came from Mr^ 

Valob, whjd was cone out of town. The maid 

retnmed, and inarmed her, that Che liad •obeyed 
her orders ; and at .the fame time, preiented her 
•with the following letter from J^ady Charlotte ^ 
whidi, being in. perfcd; larifoi with the prcfcatt 
•dheerfol tone of her mindv tended not a litdt to, 
heighten 1^ dharms cthst animated countonaikcetL 

To Mifi Siy motif •. 

^ HOW 2iappy, Lotiifa, fhoold I be, ti^ Jn loifiin^ 
you^ i durft heficiw i was losing myfelf 1 But yott 
4U:e an artfid Utde fbplu&; and, by impo^ng this 
&llacy upon mtr, are flily pilfering away the litde? 
remains of i^at heart, of which you had aJimoft toi* 
ftkely rolled me.-^ 

** But why do I talk of love ! — ^Envy and jeal- 
joufy now wholly pofibfs me !-— You not only fuc- 
ccfsfully intimate, you excel me at my own wea- 
pons \ What  mortal could bear to be thus out^ 
&one ?.... not even your reafonable woman, Louifej, 
«#*how mucb lefi a £p^onable one ?. 



INTERESTIKO MEMOIltS. %X^ 

<* 1 verily believe the word love v^ill be expunged 
from the ETiglilb vocabulary, and pride^ vanity, and 
intefeft placed iii its fbeadi You know I hate to"bc 
pitied ; but how can you withhold youf pity, when 
you behold your poor friend, rivalled at once in 
geiuus, love, fortune, and fame ? I do not wifli to 
• Sill you witi furprife ; but whatever is the confe* 
quence, I muft inform you, that Mifs Nelfon, the 
young — the gay — ^the beautiful — ^the all for love I 
is married to the old — the gouty — the peevifh — ^the 
good-for-nothing Lord Weftdale. She has wedded 
wealth and grandeur : — May Ihe tafte all the hap* 
pinefs they are calculated to bellow ! Is not 

this wifh, Louifa, like a reasonable woman ? 

*' But I muft tell you all in due order. I went to 

dine to-day at • A buftle in the ftreet drew 

me to the window : I threw up the faih ; but, 

[ Heavens ! what was my aftbniftiment, my mortin- 

cation, when I beheld my quondam lover. Lord 

J Weftdale, fetting out with his bride, with all the 

charming apparatus of marriage finery— -carriages 
—liveries— favours ! My heart died within me, 
and my panels were increJded by the bitter refledlion, 
that all this happinefs might have been my own. In 
V the midft of my af&iftion, however, I have derived 
fome confolation from the prudent fuggeftions of 
good aunt Gertrude. She is of opinion, tliat there is 
ftill room for hope, fince he has already buried three 
wives ; and kindly adds, that if I am fortunate en- 
ough to be fucceflbr to the prefcnt incumbent, I (hall 
probably fee him out, and remain miflrefs of the field. 

** I fhall be with you in a few days, that I m^f 
be able to judge of the effcOis of Bath. . I doubt 
not it has produced a total revolution in your opin« 
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ions, and. flitted you for living in that world whore 
you are £o well qualified to Ihine. May your re- 
formation hecome every day more complete ; may 
I fee you fpend the whole moiiijng at yourtoilettey 
the whole evening at cards-, the whole night in 
dancing)' and the whole day in fl^ep. — ^Nay, not 
contented with feeing you become exemplary lA 
ia{Kion> and eminent in folly, may I live to hear, 
you tranimitting your precepts and improvements 
to poftcrity 5 and iuftru<5ling your favourite grand* 
daughter in tlie manner following : 

; "** You afk me, my dear child, the name ,and hif- 
tory of that pretty boy with a bow and quiver, 
whom you fee in the arras P-r-You muft know, thar- 
Ipng, long a^o, this roguifh archer was a mighty 
favourite, efpecially among the little mifies. But, > 
in procefs of time, their wife parents began to dif- 
cover, that he taught them a thoufand mifchievous 
tricks, by means g£ thefe very arrows ; which 
they ufed to fleaTfrom him, and fhoot at. the poor 
harmlefs boys, who were mi^din^ not one eartlily 
thing but their books and eacercifes. To fay truth, . 
I believe he had nojll intention ; but being forbid- 
the houfe, whenever he ventured to revifit his 
old companions, they were obliged to conceal 
him with the utmofl: care. Unluckily, fome of 
tliem, who had been exprefsly ordered to difmifs 
him (and you know good cliildren always do as 
tliey are bid) were difcovered harbourii\g him in a 
fecret corner, where they thought no one could fee 
him.— —Upon which it was agreed by their papa's 
and mamma's, to bring a great, tall fellow, call- 
ed Intereft, to chace liim out of tlte world. 
The poor boy, in terror for his life, fled with the 
Utmoft precipitation, till he was. met by Poverty,^ . 
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xihotOdthitti jflbng/mth hermtolicr'lioVa : His* 
ianocefit pt^ttle ufed'toTwcetea her tofl, and' he, 
aiSfttd hW iA her labour; in' reward for the flieltcr 
ifiV aiF<5f ded ^him. It isgready doubted whether 
ht iltll exifts $ and ' as hehas. not been feen in the^ 
-world th^fc ttanjr years, if he does live* it muft 
ic&X^nlf he in ifome remote comer, wkh this poor, 
r^gg-ed'cdnif anion/'— *' Indeed, Grandinainzna,*', 
fstys Lotiifk'the thiri -with tears in her eyes, " I 
aJtt very forry* for poof little Mafter Cupid ; and 
if 1 knew* whcr^ to find hinti, I would feed him with 
my'oWfi yiftufels, ^nd carry him in my bofom.like 
my dolL**^ — ^** No, no, my good child,'* anfwers 
gfaiidy, "'yddr'doll is a mucn more harwItTs toy ; 
biffide^ you^Il fooii gr6w\up, and become a fine 
lady, and get acquainted with Intereft, who, to fay. 
tihith, fitite'ha has been univerfally received into* 
gfetiteel company, is grown a very handfome and 
agreeable fellow; 



,xir»* 



** Now, my 4ear- Louifa, to complete the fvm 
of my pious wMes, may both your inftruiSions 
arid example have their fiill eSe& in the world ; and, 
for the good of others, 1 pray heavfisn that your, 
childf'en; and grand-children, a,nd lateil pofterity^ . 
aiiay in all' things exa^ly Te{emh\e your/ci/. 

Charlotte Villibrs.** ' 

^Ori coitiirig ddwh'to dirinerj Mils Seymour found 
MrV. Stanhope aridljer fdn in the parlour,, whom . 
Lady Granville' had inet in her morning r«xcuriioi!j, • • 
llie momenf Lord JSaftings entered the^* room,, he . 
iiMjtSifed after Louifa'i health, with marts of the , 
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confident fhe muft have *^="*°J* ^ ^eded to give 
her fall this momng." ?? **^^ ^''^l^temilted 

Ks mother an «V"?"'^\°f '^ btSvSoTSous 
by Lonifa, ^ho. fe«ne Lady Gi«nv,u^^^ ^^^^^ „ ^ 

'"*' " V ^^^d^ fa^d ft? "that Lord Haftings 
T r«a1^s fo ferious ^ afiair : I affure you, 

er faw her look fo well m my life. A co 

Mrs. Stanhope's opmion. 

After dinner, Ae fubjeft of the plftures was in- 
trodu^d, W o^afionid. in the hearts boA of 
Krd Haftit»gs and Mifs Seymour, a variety of the 
ft^^eft emoSons. The former could not refifl: the 
SS rf ilking on it : « I know no art." faid 
Cr^hkh fami&es the mind with fo many plea- 
fine ideas as painting." " I fhould certainly ex- 

J." Writing, indeed," replied his Lordflup, " pre- 
fents us wiA an image of the foul, as painting docs 
of the perfon of our friend : but the former is not 
always open for our infpcAion ; befides, a letter is 
Uable to a thoufand accidents, and may never reach 
the perfon for vrhom it is defigned ; — a picture ac- 
conpaiues us 9,% all times, and in all places ; — a let- 
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ter does not always accord with' ottr fcntiments,— r 
,we can make a pi4aure fpcalc the very language of 
our wilhesi"-'-" I have heard fb many encomiums 
Beftowed on thofe of Mifs Seymour and your Lord- 
fhip,** faid Mr. Stanhope, " that I confefs I am be- 
come very defirous of feeing them.*' — ^** You muft 
apply to me for that favour,^ f*id Lady Granville, 
" fpr I value them too highly ever to^ truft them 
out ofmj pofleflion.''--'She gave him the pidlures : 
On looking at Mifs Seymour'is, " Your Ladyfhip 
furely cannot be fb unconfcionable," faid he, " as 
to keep poffeflion both of this copy and the charm- 
ing original ?" — " Indeed, Mr. Stanhope," flie re-, 
phed, " I fhall find very great difficulty in parting 
with either ; but, as a time will probably arrive 
when I muft refign 'my right in Mifs Seymour, T 
am refolved at leaift to retain her image in my pof- 
feflioii.'*: — ** That iniage, MadamV' rejoined he, " is 
fo dear to her friends, that I ani perfuaded you will 
not refufe them a.fhare in- your pleafure, by per- 
mitting them to have copies taken of this admirable 
pidhire. — Yon know Mifs Seymour,** continued he, 
addrefling himfclf to Louifa, " it is long fince you 
allowed my claim to the title of friend*;- I flatter 
ftiyfelf you will not be fo unkind as to difpute it on 
this occafion.'* — ^** Indeed, Sir," anfwered fhe, with 
unaffefted fweetnefs and modefty, " my friends and 
F think very differentljjr, I believe, on this fubje^ft ^ 
and, to prevent any difpute about the matter, I muft 
beg Lady Granville, from, whofe partiality to the 
original the picture derives its chief merit, to take^ 
it again into her pofleffioji :" fo faying, (lie returned 
the pifture to Lady Granville, with a look and 
manner which convinced her, that fhe wifhed the 
fubjeft to be dropped; Lady Granville accordingly: 
put the ptAurcs into her pocket. 
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Jival on this.ocfdafiott. To be poileffed^^jv^ji J:hQugb«. 
fey itealth, (tf feat pi(5^urc ^hich.iMi^ Seymour hai 
refufed to Mr; Stan'hppe, gaie him a Joy fp fmcere, 
that It t>rig^tene^ hh <;ountcnanc^, ^, ealWeptc^ 
his convenation djiring the whole €V«iu.ng»— :Mr>. 
Stanhope,, on th^ qontr^y, appe^^ abf^^, WOPght?- 
ful, and urneafy. The coldn<?fs .q/, ^quffef^ ^^n«^ 
to Lord Haft m^s, on their qoma;^,tp ^^{^ ha4- 
remoyed from l^s mind all fear of his ,b«ing a fi^^. 
Voured rival ; .but he cpiUdnJ^t l^elpreiJXarfoM xh^ 
inntual complacency they now ;l6ewed for each 
other, an4 his jealoufy andapprehepdrio.n g?iye weight 
to a thoufand circuniftances, whidbv to an jmcon-^ 
ccrned fpe^ator, would have appealed ^^ nofhjiug. . 
Be had lojpg foiight in vain for an ppppjcitw^ity o£ 
fpeal^iiig to Mif^ Seymcmr kU^$ ,wi'^^^S.^^, 
the ^ay^was fixed, for her leayii\^ BjjAj fcejEe^^Wed. 
to be relieved l6roi|ithjp. tgrnaent qf iVjiypift* 9f\^ ta 
convey to her, hy nieans of gLlett;er, libofeftntim^^ 
whfch he found jt imposffiWe ^y Jip»ger xp .<;pnjceal» 

Afraidof this letter bej^g deliyered to hprbsfpre 
company, he. coi^ive^ tp ppnvey it to hftc himfelf, 
wlien coming o^t of th,e rooms y .y^ not fo private^,. 
ly as not \x>ht obfer-yed ^Y Lord Hafting^, whofe 
i^atchful eyes w^rel .c.Qntinually foid .ci^ Louifa,,. 
and "^Uo inftantly pcroeiye^ the' ^gitJ^lion prcifeiwdt: 
iji her mind by ttns ciroMQiftance. _ 

^{ifs Seympu|- Jhi^d iflideed- begun to fufpeft, that 
Mr. Stanhope's fei^itiments for her were of a nature; 
mil more tender ^h^ friencJIhip ;. and was fo fm- 
cerely his frieivd, thg-t {he was greatly abided at 
the thought of giving him.pjain. . SJft^^jrefi^w re- 
folved, by conftantly ijivoiding ai>y ffiv^t^ co^yer- 



.%09e4ing ^n i^isiuit j? tp.pr^evept bis u^giag it, aa4^ 

r 

This ;gfnero.uscivitdja^ Wwever» Iiad n0t tbe 
^iletired ^£^e^. The ^Uewiag l«tur ,^ once c<w- 

.4^ of ihcx^flii^uws, : 



*^ Madam, 

.WI1!H judgment and penetrsition like jonj% 
Jrfannot.ibppoie tIvit;you ar-e ^aoiaat>of tbe ieiul- 
aaexi|;s wbkb have long taken po^fllon of loy b^«4t- 
!Wit]i^uflvc0Qftai\t osKponunities of difcoTering tbe 
^xc^lfi^ce' of ycM»r^89 bow could I remain iofenftble 
to your Tnerit ?— Confcipijs, however, of tbe pw- 
fumption of cherifhing thofe hopes it infpircd, I 
Jiave long ftniggied tacooceal a pafiion* which was 
.paiaful to ;cne9 only be^guie I feared it would b^e iif- 
^ea£i|g to you. A. certain coldneis and railEaiDty 
ib^t p^ Tiiible of late in your manner, leaves, me i^ 
(room to doubt either ,of your kiK»wkd^« or difsqp- 
jipobatioa of the moftj:efpe<£lful, ili^cere, 9^A coiv- 
J&s^nt, though, I fi;«M:, iiafoiiuaatc^ attachinent* 



€t 



» ^ 



» 

" Think not, 4ear Mifs Seymow, that hope bw 
dii5lated this , confeiSon,*.. Ah ! no ; it is fear....it«5 
appreb^n^n alon^, which has forced it from me : 
It is the dread of iofmg your efteem, which is inj- 
pclling me to a meaf^re that may^perhaps for ever 
forfeit. it. I hardly know what I write- — Oh ! Mife 
jS»ymoi»r, pity tbe diftraftion q£ my miad ;....fay, 
you forgive my prefumption ; If poffible, allow mc 
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to hope, from time, afiSdiiity,. ah^ above ' all, the- 
cxalted cenerpfity of ydar Heart, diat it .will oiie^ 
day reply to dhe fentimcnfts- of mine. If you caii*»- 
not do thi% teach me to abandon the only hope 
which coidd make life defirable ! — ^Ah ! Mjfk Sey- 
mour, rather teach me to forget it, in the enjo^- 
menf. of that peace, •which- 1 pofleffed before I rafhl^ 
aipired to a dearer name than-that^of ifrientl I  ' " 
Alas I I fear, you never can reftore my loft tran* 
quillity ; yet do not, I beieech you, by your chill— 
mg indifiFerence, add the Inttemfcfs of felt contempt 
to the anguifh of difappointment. 

••* Twill not offend you with my complaints— on- 
ly do not banifh me from . your fight— do not de- 
prive mc of my only conflation,- that of juftifying 
to myfelf the indulgence of a paffiom I cannot 
conquer^ by daily beholding neVr proofs of thof^ 
virtues which firfl inspired it*" 

Louifa's diftrefs-, on perufihg this letter, was er* 
treme ; nor was it Icflened on being told next mor- 
ning, by Lady Granville, that (he had juft been to 
wait on Mrs. Stanhope, to requeft (he and her fott* 
would' accompany them to Caftie-Haftings, and 
fpend a few weeks there. — She was perplexed be- 
yond meafure, with refpe^ to the conduA fhe 
ought to hold"; and, with a deejee of injuflice, of* 
which love often makes us guilty, felt refentment 
againft Mr. Stanhope, on account of the uneafmeft 
fhe tlien fuffered, from a paffion which too well fhe 
knew to excufe in herfelf ; and which merited 
compaffion in proportion to its hopeleflhcfs ; and. 
a<5tually difliked him, on account of that preference, 
for which her reafon told her, both efteem and grat^ 
itude were due. 
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Though no occafion of fpeaklng to Mi^i Sey-» 
mour la private, occurred before leaving Bath» it 
^vms eafy for Mr. Stanhope to difcovcr how nnweL 
come the contents of his letter had been to her : bat 
though, from her iladioufnefs to avoid him» he waa 
convinced of her indiflperenccy and even apprehenfive 
of her diiMke, he could not reiifi: the dedre he felt 
to accompany her ; the pleaiiire of beholding her» 
and the hope with which he flattered himfelf that 
the ardour and conftancy of his attachment would 
4it length make a favourable imprefiion, on a mind, 
fo generous, and a heart fo fu&eptibley as that of 
^iis Seymour. 

AccoidinglY the two families fet o^ for the CaC* 
lie ; and after making feveral agreeable excurfions. 
in their way, arrived there in fafety. 

The firft employment in which Louifa engaged, 
^was that of writing to Adelaide ; accuftomed to 
ihare with her every thought of her foul, fhe felt as 
if euilty of treafonable concealment, till ihe ffaouli; 
docover to that faithful friend, the variou^ fend- 
•lents with which hcr's was agitated. > ' * 
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any other clrcumftance, will contribute to the re- 
id .a^d. fp«rej7^<m. fos tJN» fij^^ tli^ |;»idft» iba 

{ofe you £) feelingly defcribe^ and which, I feari 
hw^rfeft.foi^itWWf t. I cannot be fo uiijuft to your 
tender and generous £riend{hip» a3 to hide &oid. 
you the anxieties that prey upon my heart— 
Haftings, the fon.^^,iJ9iy, VfiMfs^Arefs — ^the noble, 
generous, accomplifhied Haftings, ha$, I fear^ made 



• . 



. «^ I viU api ^HHiKdsl ffy^nby^^^ rbpi^li Sadism I 

Him belgiFAdi. ; but^ Jtasdl isi ih«r <^9ftlaMBHblM«r 
iUm: feixJbM& i»|r aifpitmg i»ift(c» ;~gniftitiiile;Al«iu) 
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** In the midft of a thoofand tormenting in<;p]i— 
etudes* your friendflip is a . neyer«£uluig. fource of^^ 
pleafure^ and confolation; When fatigued with^ 
Qompany* or fick of my own refledlions» I retire ta 
a fweet apartment in the garden, which is degaatly^ 
fitted up» and adorned, with, one ornament more*: 
valuable than all the reA^ — it is your pi^hire» Ade— 
laide, with which a thoufand» thoufknd tender ideas ^ 
are connected : . This little. idol hallows the place in* 
my imagination, and I regard' it as the temple o£^ 
firiendfliip— I look up to it with a mournful atten- 
tion—I gaze on it till it almoil feems animated— I 
try to make it ipeak the language of my wifhe^ 
and your heart I. ...'It is iilent ; I unfold your letters*, 
aod^there find a faitfaiul tranfcript <^ both. 

« Write to me conftantlyf my revered 'friend : 
Remind me of* what I owe to Lady Granville.-.to- 
Lord Ha{lings..*..to myfelf 4 Your letters will in- - 
fpire me with refolution to perform my duty, which  
I:toiE> plainly feej..«.bUit, alas ! amunabk tafolldw.. 

 .' ' '' , ' • " « . • . 

Lo^KSA Seymovr**.*' 



— To Mlfi Seynmr.h-' - 

<• HELP me to rail, Loulfa I I am out oraH pa^ - 
tience. — ^This morning I got up earlier than ufual ; •. 
I difpktched'all my ddmefticatibtft ; and «rde¥ed 
liie coach the moment breafcfaft* Was over, diat^ t 
mn^ fly to nqr beloved friend^ and fpend the whold 
day with her. Armed "at all points^ — ^ready alike 
for flitting with Haftings, phil<rfophifittg with hia 
inber,.or movaiying»wim you,-— I was juft in tlw 
^WX ** ^ ft«PP>»« »tQ Ui^ «o^b> *h^tt thai' * 
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Mn AMcrman Sag«ly, and a whole iqnad of his city 
fens aad daughters, arrived....not for a flying vifit 
iff a how-do-y«, as they inftantly told me, but for a 
^Mndi iieighbota-ly v4fit of a weck/*-*-InfuppOft- 
able ! Had you feen my cwntenance at that mo- 
mtnt, Louifa, it would have given, the lie to my 
educadoni which, though confeffcdly that of a falh« 
finable woman, has not taught me to become a diA 
ingenuous one. Principle, howe^r> got the better 
for once of feeling. It is lurely immoral, Louifa, 
to make a fcUow-creature fu#er any fpecies of* un?* 
eafmefs that y6u can ptevcnt. 

** I ought to do juftice i» my own patience and 
ffieekneis, by attempting a defcriptioA of this city 
invafion,—- but the tiling is imjK>fGble I — ^I rtaily do 
not think there ever was colleded together in one 
^Family fuch a tntfcellatieous fet of difiigreeablcs. I 
jQiall find as much difficulty to aftange them on pa^ 
per, as in my drawing-room. 

«* The Alderman, Aough firft in coutft, yet lift 
in command, having no charafter at all, We fliall fet 
aiide. His Wife afpircs to ^at of a fine lady, which 
Ihe miftakes for >that of an invalid ; and talks of 
nothing but fplecn* nerves, vapours, green tea, and 
aiTa-foetida. His daughters aipire to be wits, and 
become' maimed regifters of low witticifms, dull 
jefts, ft ale puns, and murdered fenfe. His fon af- 
pires with better reaftm to be a jocfey ; and defcants, 
for aught I know, very learnedly, on the betts at 
Newmarket, the victories of the turf, and the me* 
rits of a chefnut ffly, whom he* would ftot estcjiange 
for the Trojan horfe, of heroic memory, nay, nor 
for Pegafus himfelf. But however"^ iil-foanded the 
pretoiftons of fome <tf the family, iu'Otte thing t!iey 
B vol* %• . 
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all fucceed, that of rending thfiihfelves fupretncif 

ndiculoas.-; ^After tea* I difpatcbed the young 

fty OB a fifiiing party : feated ^ Aldenkian in my- 
father's fl:ud7.(v4io was fortunately out of th^ fcrape^ 
being eone to Lord Afliby's,) with **^thfi f our laft 
a^s oi parliament" for his companion ; and was 
preparing to enjoy all that was left me, the freih air 
and the delightful evening, when Madam arre/led 

roe with ** X.a I hady Charlotte I fure your 

La'fhip would not be fo rafh as to walk in the gar- 
den after funfet I I remember, laft May— -no, it was 
June, — ^no, no, I am right again, it was -May, — 
whett Mr. Sagely carried me out to fee our neigh- 
bour Sir JoHah Olive's improvements, at his fweet 

little box at Newingron Butts " But as it might - 

not improve your paiience, Louifa, to hear a de- 
fcription of the beauties of Newington Butts, and 
an enumeration of all the evils attending this ill- 
fated walk, I Oiall pafs them over in fUence, as 
Mrs. Sagely did not do. 

<^ Can you figure a reftraint more irkfome and 

intolerable than that of being obliged to wear an 

air of fadnefs for half a day, when all the while 

you feel the ftrongeft propenlity to laughter ? — ^Who 

can help it, when one fees a .woman, with the 

appearance of health, imagine herfelf afflifted with 

every diftemper under heaven ? Sure I am^I may 

now be qualified to prefcribc for all of them ; for, 

not contented with tiring me to death with the hii^ 

tory of her complaints, I really believe there is not 

an alternative, an anodyne, or a catibartic, in the 

whole materia medica, with whofe various qualities, 

operations, and eflFefts, I have not been made ac- 

qu^nted. ^This querulous humour is the very 

banc o( fociety. What fatisf^ftion, can, this poor 
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wrecd poffefs, -whtfft groaning under a load of fan- 
cied, ftill worfe fhan real diftr^fs \ — Yes, Keaven 
isev^r jttft ; and has furely competifated for her 
imaginary evils, by making complaint an eKqutii^ 
gratiEcation to her* 

» 

** I went ycfterday to vifit y^ur poor Sally in her 
^w habitation, which \s very comfortable. She 
sprayed for bleffings on us both, and thanked me 
with her. tears, ^o, fays, ihe is in tolerable health, 
but fe'ems very weak and low ; and wears that 
look of quiet, uncomplaining forrow, that makes its 
way to the heart, without afking leave of the judg- 
ment. The diftrtfs of thofe in higher f^ation meets 
yrxth general fympathy : — ^but who ihall pity the 
ohfcurely miferable, efjpecially when they become ^ 

by their own mtfcondua: ? ^Ah^ my friend 1 

does this circumftance leffen their claim to^compaf^ 
fion ?-— does it not greatly enhance it ? 

** Adieu ! Since I cannot hope to get to the Caf^ 
tie for fome days, have pity on me, and render 
them Jefs irkfome by your presence. If I can nei- 
thcr promife you pleaiure nor inftru<aion from my 
prefent aiTociates, I cain at lead affure you of pet- 
ulance, pertnefs, and officious politenefs from them, 
and a moft grateful and cordial receptio^i from 
your • 

Charlotte Villiers.*' 



To Atkkiide de St. Croix. 

'* A NEW caufe of perplexity and diftrefs, my 
Adelaide, engages me at prefent to write to you. 
Were I not aifured that no ftate of mmd is fo irk- 
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fomc as that of lifUcfs indifference, too often ih^ 
companion of a ccmvent, I woul4 not lb foon make 
frelh demands on the patience a»d, Sympathy of my 
friend. 

" I have long fnfpeaed that the attentive kind-. 
ncfs of Mr. Stanhope proceeded; from a fentiment 
ftiU more tender than that of friendftip. Fear rco- 
dered me but too quici-flghted on this occaiion* 
Before leaving 3ath, he wrote to nxe, makotg a de- 
claration of a paflipiji, which does me hcM^our, but 
never can be produajve of any thing but diftrefs^ 
to us both, — ^I drove to.fpare him the mortification 
attending an unfucc^fsful fuit, by fhunning every 
opportunity of feeing him alone -, but on meeting 
file tlm mpraing in the garden^ I was obhged* to 
hear him en. t£e painful fubjd%. Wbat anfwer I 
made to his earnefl;. fo)ictta3:HHi9 I know neoit ; but 
heing greatly agitatedy and ditnLdiiig to fo^ ^ mind: 
of fuch fenfibility and delicacy as his, I fear I have, 
not be:en Sufficiently ei^tcit : I refolve, therefore, 
to write to Mr. Stanhqpe, z»A caiUvxiKe hiin, that 
the oaajy way to fecure botM mj .peape smd j^is.own, 
ts to renpu3i«;e a|pui^t ^icttcaQ never be auett^ted^ 
wlthfiiccefs* 

" Hb prcfcnoe here, I pla^idy dafctover, givesv 
pain to a heart iii whofe every uneafmefe mine 
too tenderly fyinpathifes. G, Adelaide ! what can 
I do to foften that pain ? I am fhocked at my own, 
injuftice and inconfiftency. I pity in^ Haftings, 
what I difappr^ve of iii. S£anho,pe ; I condemn in, 
him what 1 indulge myfelf y and urge him, on ac-. 
count of its, hopeleffnefs, to abandon a paffion, 
whilft I, in oppofition to honour, gratitude* nay 
hope itfcl^ cherifh. it in. my inmoft foul, Oh, my 
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Adelaide ! are all the votaries of love thos unreal- 
fonahle and inconiiftent I 

" The cheerful and healthful ferenity, which I 
had jail begun ta recover, is already clouded with 
care, anxiety, and folicitude. What a mixed and 
cver-fhiftmg fcene is this of humaii life ! What a 
v^ariety of vain and reflkfs inquietudes fum up the 
term of our tranfient exiftence here i — Ah I could 
If like you, keep my thoughts fixed on heaven, how 
trivial would appear all the forrows of earth ! 

" Pity me, advife me 5 and never, oh ! never 
ceafe to love me, my friend I my monitrcfs— my 
counicUor— ^my heft and deareft Adelaide. !'* 



To Mr* Stanbept^ 

« Sir, 

** IT is impoffible to exprefs the concern and^ agi- 
tation into which your letter and converfation have 
thrown me. My former ignorance of your fenti- 
ments was real, not affected. Would to heaven 
I could have continued ignorant of them for ever \ 

" The real efteem and: friendftxlp, I haive always 
profeffed and felt for you, demands from me, on 
this occafion, a confidence, which I Ihould not have 
tho't it incumbent on me to repofe in any other man. 
Be afTured, Sir, that I am grateful for the preference 
you have ihewn me ; and wifh your happinefs {o 
ardently, that I would gladly purchafe it at any 
cipenfe, but that of my own honour, which I 
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fboaid certasiily £orfie^ c<nil4 1 confeat to ^ve you^ 
my handt when mj heart is ia the poHeflion of 
another. 

^ Let thk^Qx^^dar proof of my eftttfn»ia«drdi-. 
«nce <» yottr bcmoury «l: cmce cotifirni ycmr fnezui- 
Hiipy and conTino; yon of tlK isnpoSEifanOity «f .any 
et!heT connection ever ibbUftkig between v& It is. 
"fnidk thU view a}one I hagvv psevaiiied ^tli mtffdf^ 
to^ds£6afV^T to yon aiecret^ wintdi.I Jcn&w wiU for 
eVer re^iaxn coiKrealoi wthin your^iexUtlif bofeno. 

*• If yea have courage :to qonqner a paffiony "wtxofe 
firengi^ and delicacy irifl ft^ggcft no yonr in^enu* 
ous mind new motives for atbeaaDprlBng -ct ; if you^ 
can behave to me with the fame cafe and. freedom, 
which formerly made us both happy, and bury all: 
that has paffed on this fubjedt in oUivion : in fhort>. 
if you can ceafe to be my lover, you ihall always, 
find a fihcere, faithful, and.aflFcdtionate friend in 
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X.PUISA SEYMOUtL^ 



*^ AT length the die is ca&, and my aiisAirtnnes^ 
are without remedy. Lady Granville, my dear fee-. 
pnd mother, from a motive wiiidi I am at no lofs 
to divine, and the generofity of vrhiA claims my 
utmoft gTatitude> has conununicatied to me; in the 
ftriaeft coi^ence, a plan ©f Jpoard Granville's,, 
wMch has long been a favGurfte onc,-*<hat of uni-. 
ting d>c fiimilies of Winchefter and Granville, by 
a maniage between Ix>rd Ha^figs and Lady Char-> 
lode. 
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/ ^ My heart is ib fick, and my thoughts m iiseb 
donfudoilf that I cannot preteiul at prefent to ^rc 
you- the particulars of this conreriatioii* I do not 
even know whether Lord. Hafting4 is aoquaitited 
with his father's defigns-^whether he approves tf 
them. Ah, my Adelaide ! 4:an.he indeoi apfjcore 
of them ^ But let me no longer deceive myfelf with 
Sdlacious liepes ; too iong have thej .deceived me. 
In what a deirnwm have xoy ienies been loft i Ic i&^ 
' time to return to rea^xi and duty^ Oh^ fiiy hieod I 
I dase not pDontie l^t I will .<:eaie to dove Lord 
Haftings ; but furely I muft, I ought- to make the 
attempt. Hapf^y Lady Chsurlotts i what wonder 
that yoar ipirtts are unbroken ? A iittle time will* 
l>aniA Loinia ^mn the thoogiiC^ of your deftinod 
^ bu&ysaidf and he will T&wm to ^^gou utad hi&'dut7>^ 
What then will beoevie of yo«r wretched fnendy 
AdeUide ^ I^Kwgh the difference of ^nr religion 
forbids mry affuoalng the veii, ihiejpc a no dtference 
m our ientiments : our >hesais have longl^een unitad, 
and mii^ortune will rivet the tiesof friendihip I  ..ii . 
1 will eoxne to you^ my Addaide '! - 1 will lepofc any 
Ibrrows in your bofoan^ - Tour tender fymp^j 
Will pour oonieiation iato mnc You will teaoh 
9ie to litpe eonoentad^ ^to die ndSgnadt and with, 
your^s iluB.iny daft be w^inglod 1^ 



Ta thefamu 



^ I AM certain^ right, nty frieskd. Tbxvw^ 
the thin diiguiies of a heartdiat abhom deceit, and is 
unaccttftomed to prftftifis it» Lady GrainEiik, die 
humane Lady Granv^le, kas dtfa>vered..myiafla. 
meniSy an4 took die ftep I mentioned buaofAtA ta 
^vent the fatal efieds 'Of itheHr indulgeoce^ iV* 
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thouiand litde circmnftances have occurred lately 
to perfuade xAethat itmnft be fo ; and that, al- 
though her gentle heirt pities my weafaiefs, her 
duty andintereft combine with her reaifon to con- 
demn it. Of this truth, the following incident will 
ftrve to convince you* 

" One day, when walking with my benefa<5b:€fs 
in the garden, the converfation happened to turn on 
poetry. — You know X.ady Grani4ile had dbe naif- 
fortune to lofc,. in early lift, • a daughter, who, 
though no more than fix years, was every thing her 
fond parents could defire^ Among her other ex- 
cellencies, (he fhewed a remarkable genius fw po- 
etry, which her indulgent mother cncoura|ped, as it 
was a fburce of much amufcment to ber.dtiring the 
frequent confinement occafioned by a delicate coA- 
ftitution ; — ^the ufual concomitant of exalted genius. 
Striving to recoiled a few ftanzas written by her 
iiaughter during her laft illnefs : and being unable 
diftindly to repeat them, fhe gave me her key«, 
and told me, I would find them in one of the draw- 
ers of her cabinet. The firil I opened contained 
the pidure of Lord Haftingsw L was inflantly , feie- 
.ed.with fuch a defire to obtain a copy of it, that- 1 
flipt it into my pocket 5 and.next meaning, on pre- 

tence of purchafmg fome things at , a town 

about fix miles from the Cattle, I ordered the horfe^ 
to be put to the carriage' ; and driving diredly to 
my millener's, afked if fhe knew whether there was 
any painter of eminence in tlie town- ? She direfted 
me to one who was faid to have {ome merit ; I left 

the carriage smd walked to hi» houfe. ^After 

giving him many charges to keep the pidure con- 
cealed, and finiih the cop^ without delay, I paid 
.fcr k J and dcfircd it. to be fealed up>, and fcnt.to. 
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tb& millin^'si who ptomi£ed to have it conveyed in 
fafety to me. Th^re is fomethiag inexpTei£l>isr 
painful to axi homsA and ingenuous imnd, in the lit6e 
am and fubtexfages necsefl^ in the nianagement 
of all irlandeMne a£htrs* The mean evafions to 
. "which, tbey lead» wound our dell^acy» and do vio- 
lence to aU our feeUags^ * In vain» my frknd, would 
we chicane with confcien^ on thefe occasions. Her 
deciiion3 are ckar, and this is Jbei* hxhgusgc : " In 
whatever words you expttCs your meaning, if they 
convey not to others that fenfe in which yon under-* 
ftandthem youdelfy yon ate a.deqeiTcr, and ^ak 
not the Urutih from yoor heart." 

"I was queiitoned on my return by my unfu^ 
pe^ng friend) ahout the bufme& on which I haid 
gone ; and having neglej^led to pni^haie any thing^ 
at the ]X|tllen^s» fck sKyfetf odsdcufed and einbar-. 
raffed by her qneiUpn, in fnch a d^ree^ as oUigad 
me to ttkr£t the diTcouHe ; and> by my awkwai^ 
manner of doing ib> ^probably called Lady Gran- 
Tille's .attention to a .eircumftaRce» which inould 
Jbave otherwise pafied unheeded. 

*^ A few days after I had rd[^ored the pli5hire tO' 
its place, which, in order to obtain Lady Granville^ 
keys, again forced me to have recourfc to an arti-^ 
fice I detcfted, we received a vifit from a lady in 
the neighbourhood ; one. of thofe good fort of gof^ 
fipping people, who think it incumbent on them to 
talk, whatever be. the fubjeft, — ^" I hear, Madam," 
faid fhe, <' Lord H^ings is juft going abroad.; 
and iincercly congratulate youi* Lad7fiiip't}n having 
obtained £6 line a pidure of your fon, which will 
cert^nly be mighty agreeable to you when he is -41 
a. diftance." — " I do think myfelf fortunate on that 
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aceouat," anfwercd Lady Otativitte ; " but pray^ 
Madam, may I aik, hem came you lio know of tix^ 
circumftance J**-^-" O," rfcpUed Mrs, Rawlinfon, 
with a fhrug and a iignificant look, ^* I £iw it laft 
week ; but I fufpedt tkere is a fecrtt in t^e cafe, and 
that it is imended for a miftrefs rather than a moth- 
er." — ** How fo. Madam?'? demanded Lady Gran- 
ville. ** Why, becaufe, on my opening the drawer 
which contains the unfinilhed pidftires^ to iee what 
additions were making to hm colkdtion, Mr: ---^ — 
entered the- room, and feemed in glcat vexation, on 
perceiving me hold your fon's in my hand ; tellkig 
me, that nobody was permitted to examine any m 
the piiflures, except fuch as were placed in the 
glazed box, for the inipedHon of the public. But 
trad me, Madam^ if you wifh this. a£Pair to be con- 
cealed, I will be the very lall perfon in the world 
to divulge.it. Nobody deteils the idea of betraying 
a fecret more than I do."-—." Indeed, Madam," re- 
plied Lady Granville, gravely, and fixing her pene- 
trating eyes on my face (the firft time I ever thought 
them unpleaftng) " if there be any fecret in tire 
cafe, I am intirely ignorant of it.'^ 

<<Tbe perturbation I filtered during this diA 
courfe, is not to. be deCcribed. Unable to fupport 
the prefence of Lady Granville, I rofe and left the 
room. I &w, with aaguifh, that fhe entertained 
fufpicions, which every attempt to remove would 
oidy ferve to corroborate, and involve me in freih- 
perplexity and diftrefs. I refolved, therefore, to 
teike no notice of whast had pailed, and rather to 
ha2ard the difpleafure of Lady Granville; than de-- 
viate from the flraight path of fmcenty.. 
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** The day foHowing, ibe fent for me' into Yttt 
dreffiaB^-4t}oin.— I entered it ^th the horror of a^ 
iUf-GOcdemiied criminal.--^h, Adelaide ! what 
xnuil be the 'angui(h of gnihy remorfe, when an 
error like noine could awaken fuch pabful. ccxifci- 
oufnefs ? — Lady Granville took hold of my hand, 
and, with a look of earneil folicitude and compaf- 
iioii, " My dear child," faid flie, " your's is a noble 
foul — I am going to give you a proof that I know 
liow to admire, how to value your merit-^-Would 
it were mine to reward it I" She then communi- 
cated to me the eameft wifhes of Lord GranvlUe 
to accomplish an union between his fon and 
JL^dy Charlotte ; enumerated the various circum- 
/lance^ that, combined to make this union proper 
and defirable for both families ; and concluded 
with laying, <* To you, my Louifa, I confide the 
important ttuft of my fon's honour and happinefs : 
Strive, ray generous Louifa , during his abfence, to 
imprefs Lady Charlotte with a favourable opinion 
of his charader ; as I fhall, to give him a juft idea 
of her's." 

" Ah, Adelaide ! is not this too much to demand 
from me ? — Is it not enough to be forGcd to aban- 
don hope ?....muft I be driven to abfolute defpair ? 
—-Yes, Haftings ! I will ftrive, in obedience to ri- 
gid duty, to banifh thee fri»n my heart ; but never 
will I be fo difmgenuous as to recommend thee to 
that of a rival. 

" Stanhope continues to folicit my friendfliip— ^ 

my pity — ^fince he can no longer hope to convert 

it into a more tender fentiment. Heaven knows, 

^' I both pity and eAcexn^ but never, never can love 

him. 



* ^^ Lmid .Haftings fets out in afe«r daysfbrdbe 
continc&t ; he vtm be die ixeaa'^er of a letter to my 
friend. I long texiottfly that you ihould fee aifd 
convezle with htm ;--<^pei^aipK you mSl then be di£» 
poied to excufe, as well as piBy, die weaknefs of 
your afflided 

LoDisA Sbymovr/* 



To Mifi Seymour, 

** AH 1 Loni&, is it neccffary dxat I fhonld fce-^ 
that I (kould conveife with Lord Haftings, in oiader 
to pity and exoufe what yoti term your wealmefs ? 
Alas ! I need but to recoiled nay oVeti* But fhall 
I indeed beftow that name on the fweeteft, moft 
ennobling affedion of the foul ?—- Oh ! Grammont, 
Was it weaknefs to lovevthee ? Is it criminal to de»- 
plore thee ?-**My bffenoe then will end but with 
my life !— The walls of a convent may conceal our 
forrows from the world, but it will not banifli them 
from our thoughts ; its folitude and fiknce are but 
too favourable to their indulgence. 

**-This day, my Louifar--Ais memorable day-^ 
was the laft of my earthly happinefs l-^It was that 
on which Grammont infoitned me of his fuecefs, 
and added to all my pleafbig hopes, that of his 
,fpeedy return.-Wyas I how foon were they blafted 
for ever ! 

" Yet think not, Louifa, that I always indulge 
thefe melanciioly refle<ftions%-^No ; I do not, in 
bewailing the lofs of my deareff bleffittg, ungrate- 
fully overlook- thofe wiiich. ftill remain.. I even -at 
times look back on paft pleafures widi more real 
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fctisfaffioJi than balf the moA^ experience in the 
enjoyment of t^ofe that arc prcfent. • There is a 
Xionfekms dignky as well as tenjiemefc in virtuous 
ibrrow ; — and far rather woijld I recal to mind the 
virtues of Grammont, and weep for his lofs, than 
have lived to witnefs either the frailties or faults of 
a charadler fb loved and revered : and who can 
hope, in this mortal ftate, to be intircly exempted 
ii-om either ? — ^Though he /hafl never return to me, 
1 fhali foon go to him ; and then what will all the 
forrows, fufferings, ^d vexing inquietudes of this 
life appear, but as tKp confufed fhadows of a troub- 
led dream, from which we aw^e to real and fub« 
Aantial felicity 1 « 

** Let refledlions like thefe carry peace and con* 
relation to the gentle bofom of my ftiend j and let 
•us not dwell on evils that are paft, and. which never 
would have been prefent, had not fomc important 
purpofe rendered them neceflary. 

" Do not regret interefting me in your {brrovfrs^ 
Louiia. A dead calm is the worft ftate of the hu- 
man mind. Some agitation is neceflary to maintain 
its proper temperaafnent ; and it is beft when this 
is the efiba:, rather of the Social than the fejfifh 
principle. The one is like the breath of heaven 
on the peaceful lake, whofe gentle motion purifies 
and clears ; — ^the other rcfemblcs a vortex in a troub- 
led pool, which abforbs every thing of worth, and 
fends Its feculencies to the iurfac'e. 

« You tell me, that " tears of mingled admtra* 
lion and gratitude interrupt your pcruial of my let- 
ters." How foojtbing, how flattering is fuch praifef 



« 
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How preferable to the applaufe of a giddy and Csu 
pricious world ? The applaufe of that world is too 
often obtained by the mere difplay of thofe talents, 
in the poffefSon of which there can be no merit $ 
it lies foldj, mj friend^ in (he juft application of 
them. 

" Adieu^ my Louifa — I pity, I fympathife m 
your forrows ; would I coula relieve them I — You 
have my prayers, mj wi/hes, my conflant, tender 
a£Fe^ion« O ! may no reillefs paffion long didurb 
the tranquillity of that bofom, which heaven has 
formed to be the refidence of every amiable and 
gentle virtue !— Adieu," 

The modell and engaging manners of Mr. Stan- 
hope conciliate4 the ^efteem of aU with whom he 
converfed. Even Lord Haftings, though he re- 
garded him in the light of a lival, witli that great- 
nefs of mind which fupprefles the malevolent, and 
conquers the felfiih paffions, joined on all occafions 
in doing juftice to his merit. W ith reipeft to 

Liouifa's fentiments of this gentleman, he was flill 
in painful fuipenfe. She often fpoke of him in 
high terms ; but Ihc fpoke of him without any 
marks ,of that hefitating caution, which betrays that 
tendemefs it is meant to conceal. She profeffed 
heiielf his friend with fuch unaffected eafe, that 
Lord Haftings flattered himfelf ihe would never 
become his wife. 

In fpite of every attempt to conceal the diftrefs 
and perturbation cf her mind, the deje^ion of Lou- 
ifa became every day more apparent. It did not 
efcape Lord Haftings ; who, ignorant of the real 
caufei and judging of ber's by hi» osm feelipgs. 
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rometiittcs t^entured to hope, that regret for his ap- 
proaching departure had a fhare in her uneafincfsv 
The lingular ingenuity and noblenefs of her con- 
dud to Mr. Stanhope, did not tend to lefTen a paf- 
fion, which was infpired by her merit, and whoft 
chief objed^ was her happinefs. But the confidence 
fhe had repofed in him^ added fach gratitude, and 
tendernefs to his other fentiments, that iie often 
felt real pleasfure in hrs conveHation. 

Matters were in this train, when Lady Charlotte 

joined the agreeable paity at Caftle Haftings. 

The frequent vifits flie made there, had furnifhed 

her with opportunities of becoming pretty well ac^. 

quainted with the fentiments of all parties. Her 

charming fpirits were a cordial, of which they ftood 

in great need.— She plainly perceived the paffioil 

of Lord Haftings for Mifs Seymour ; and diougH 
iffie had once hoped to have become the objedl of 
it herfelf, flie was too generous now to harbour 
fuch a wifh, fince fhe was convinced, that any prc^^ 
ference for her, on the part of Lord Haftings> would 
be deHm&ive of the peace of her amiable young 
friend. She remarked the uncommon dejeftion of 
Louifa, which Ihe attributed folely to the profpeA 
of being divided from the ©bjeft of her fecret at- 
tachment ; being intirely ignorant of Lord Gran- 
ville's views, and the converfation that had pafled 
on that fubjedl between . Lady Granville and Mifs 
Seymour. She poflefled too much goodnefs of heart, 
as well as delicacy, to rally her friend on fo tender 
a point ; and generoully ftrove to divert her thoughts 
from it, by fuch lively fallies and amufing conver- 
fetions, as fhe fuppofed moft likely to produce that, 
effea:. 
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On cQCoing into the parlour ont morumgy'^beit^ 

Louifa fat at work^ whilft the two eeatleBien aino*> 
fed thezofelTes with makisg feme chemical ezperi- 
nents — ** WtU" demanded (he, *< how have you 
three been eiaployed thefe four boiu^ ^-49ot fo 
ttfefnlly as If I dare fwear.'^ — ** We have been inoft 
agreeably employedi Madam," anfwered Mn Stan* 
hope* ^' in*hearing Mifs Seymour perfottB on the 
harpficord ; and ufediliy too^ I &itter myicJ^ in. 
giving her fome leflbns of natural philofophy in re-% 
turn.*'—" Ah," replied Lady Chatlotte, flily, «« you 
will perhaps find^ that the ufeful and agreeable i&>. 
not always tl^ e3q;><dient.«^Your fcholar will foon 
^zcel her mafters^ and> withaU her fimplicity^ teach 
them £ome arts thfy little think of." — *^ l*m fure^. 
Lady Charlottey" faid Lord Haftit^s^ <^ yoU gene^ 
rally contritre to unita all the three ^ bftt pv^ayy isi 
i^tum to. your %aQ(y» how has yow Ladydup fpent 
this morning ?" — ** I have fpent this moroingtf' 
seplied {he» in a formal and ferioas tone# '* in fa* 
hricati^ a catechifm for Looiiib"-^" For i6e !' 
Xiady Charlotte {" interrupted Louifa* fmiling**'^ 
** Have yo«| then fo ba4'an opinion of my. p^inot*. 
pies, as to think I am ItiU i^normst of iny cate* 
chifm i*^ — ^^ I know not what, your principlei; may 
be," returned (he* " but your pradke is mtotera^ 
ble : all my good inilrUdtiotis go for nothing—— 
Bath itfdf has been thrown a^ay upon yo^ ; and 
you continue obilinately attached to prejudices and 
ppinions that will for ever prevent you from md-. 
king a figiare in the world."--*" For. pity's fake/* 
faid Mifs Seymour, ".do not ahandon»me in fuch 
deplorable circuxnftances ! Perhaps my reformation 
is not quite fo hopelefs as you fuppofe."-T*" There 
is only one chance remains for you>** rejoined Lady- 
Charlotte ; " My father returns to town about. 
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CSniAmas ; if you will confent to accompany us, 
the' air of London may yet do much/'-— Louifa 
Aobk her head, but made^no reply. 

The pofllbiltty- of Mifs Seymour's fjpending the 
winter in London, where her beauty could not fail 
to attraA a. crowd of admirers, had never once en* 
tored the thoughts of Lord HaiHngs. It now ihot 
like lightning through his foul, and tortured his ima* 
gination with a thoufand apprehenfions,' to! whicfc 
he had hitherto been- a ftranger. 

Withour perceiving- his uneafinefs, Lady Chari- 
lotte thus proceeded :——.*♦ l>on't you think, mj 
Lordf there is fome. little chance, that a trip to 
London might ftill make away with dtefe ftrangc^ 
antiquated' notions of Mifs Seymour's ?" — **^ Per- 
haps, - Madam," anfwercd: he gravely, " London 
might alter many of Mifs Seymour's prefcnt opin- 
ions ; but I doubt much whether thofc fhe would re>* 
csefvc there in return, would : prove cither agreeable 
er advantageous. There is more hazard. Lady 
Charlotte, than you are aware, of, in the manners of 
the great worlcL Too often, in clearing away the 
ruft, it robs the precious metal of its intiinfic Worth, 
and mixes with it the bafed alloy." — " I fee, Lou- 
ifa,'* faid Lady Charlotte, "I fhall receive very lit- 
tle aidfrom Lord Haftings : I am therefore r»folv- 
•cd to inftruft you properly in your duty myfelf— -- 
Nay, don't look fo ferious ; I won't tire you with 
a * tedious- homily.' The whole duty of woman fe 
comprehended in much fewer pages than * the 
whole duty of man.' We know ouis intuitively ;. 
they have, much to learn, and fomewhat tO' unleara 
too, Louifa.— -Come, be attentive.'' 
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She then took out her pocket«booll> aad^ hol<£lB:g» 
it up, compofed her features into a look of. arch 
gravity, whilft fhe xh^^ proceeded ;— ** (lue/Hm^ 
For what end did you come into the world I An* : 
fioir. To get a hu{band,-«*Q. What is the way to 
get a faafbeuid ? Ai To drefs, daiice> chat» play» 
find go to all manner of public places^ except church* 
for foar of being called a ianatic«*-^Q. What \% the 
duty of a huiband ? A>* To ^hsSt his wile*'-^Q» 
What ift the duty of a wife ? A. To plcafe hcrfclf .— 
O. Are there no more duideft incidftbent on yon as a . 
nne lady \ A* Yes ; I mud be deaf, dumb, and. 
blind, as occaiion^ require : deaf to the voice of 
duns, and all fuch poor relations as mod eafily be-. 
fet me ; dumb when my hsfband renNmftrates*, 
and bfind to the whcde race of city-acquaintances, 
or conntry-coirfins,-i-Q« Are you not tco have fomc. 
regard to a future ftate ! A. Yes ; afecr having 
^omintained a good reputation as hmg as 1 can, i 
am to ezdiange it for a feparats maintenance, un-. 
lefs Z wiihito marry my gallant ; and then I mulb 
accufe my hufband, obtain a. divorce, smd htddti]^. 
a long farewel to this cold dimate, court the mxid. 
bneeawr, and tafte the lafbing jdeafures of the. co«ti^ 
.nent," 

Lady Charlotte arofe, and taking hold of Lonifii's. 
hand»-^" Now, my good child," ikid Ike, <* let ub. 
go and con' over this firfl kfibn in the garden tXK 
aether ; and- when I fee it ias made a due ini|>eref- 
ii©n, I will thcij inftrud you in the hundred and' 
fifty articles of a fine lady's rcSgion." 

. Whilfl^ they were walking in the garden, a- 
fci vant from the MaT«|&is isibrmed Ijftdy Charlotte 
c>f the arrival, of fome ccmpaDyrthat H>ade it nece£>^ 
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ikry for her to return home inunedssitdf . Mtis fiey* 
mour msrtr parted from Lady Charlotte vdthont 
xegret till now. But tibe g^ttj of ber fpints was 
9t prefent fo difcordant with the'pcnfiiw tone of 
JLouifa's x&iad, tlxat tint lon^^ to be left at liberty 
to indulge her JniebuidliQiy rtfied]on& Vtthont inteiu 
mption.r-^-^'-^e daily cifoTeta^y hofwertVf new 
charms in die charadn* o£ Lady jCfaarisOtte ; smd ' 
having once been fboiMwltat prgudiced. againft hes» 
on account of ber fappaSsd infiniilHlicyy ihe was 
tiow (Hfpofed to make :atonffnient £ar ker injnfttce,^ 
by giving facr credit for pcrfe6ians to winch in re- 
ality &c had no claiat. 

T!bat evenings die weacber h«ing eztremdy hot» 
Louiia left the company » which were nxunerons^. 
and retired into the garden for the benefit of frefb 
-cgr.^'i^Tfae ^oor of the pavilion being open, ihe en^ 
tered ; and th ro win g hfac&\£ dswn on a ibpha^ be- 
gan to Involve in^her mind all the cirenmftances oef 
the lall afleding intervfew &e had tboTyWith L«ady 
OranvJUeandJuord HaftsB^ 



• Mr. Stanhope^ wbofe eyeswere attentive to cvisry 
nt HD v eme ti l df her^i» having obferved her change oa* 
3onr, and prefeody alter fesrre the room, felt the 
nesoft . reftld^ nneafinefk oa ber accodnt. Happen- 
ing to caft his eyes tcnvands the . window which 
overlooked the garden, be ^w her enter the panril. 
ion^ and. felt a ^dden^irreiiiUbk mclinadon ta £cA* 
low her.— ^-sHe did ib : i>n ap^^roachh^ her, ihe 
ftarted from herxeveriey asid looksd dxnadsfied oh 
account of its being interrupted. *^ Pardon duB m- 
trufion, Mifs Seymour/^ faid he, with emotion ; 
^ I would not for the worid ofimd yoo ; hat iering^ 
you c|ttit the drawhig-«)0|D» and faring* CKanyoiir 
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•^alenefs, that fome fudden indifpofidont was life 
caufe, I coald not be eafy tiU I knew you was fo.'> 
— — ." I am indebted to you, Sir," anfwered.fhe^ 
with a deep Rghf "for taking fucha fliare in my 
uneafinefs ; it will ibon be removsed."^-^ Ah> Mifs 
Seymour !" continued he, ** would it wcreiii mf 
power to remove it ! but I greatly &ar I only. add 
to your dillre^ Permit me^ amiable laovaikf. to 
inquire, whether it is my:prdence> the preifeiice.of 
an. unhappy^ or the abfence of i a: more fortunate 
Jlover, that occafions your, conftant dejedion ? Be 
aifured, if I am the wretched caufe of your didrefs^ 
I will tear myfelf from you, and every thought corn* 
nedled with happine^;. — Your peace is dearer to 
^e than life, wiuch I would cheerfully i^rifice to 
.promote it.V . 

i. .•'•■>* . . • 

The foftened heart oTLou^ was unequal te this 
trial. Repeated fighs burft from her agitated, bo* 
fom ; her tears flowed in abundance ; and ihe.did 
lu^teven.attempt to inteiTUpt Mr* Stanbopei-— " If 
I am loft to happinefs myfdf contiiiucdshej ** tett 
me, deareft Mifs Seymour,'' (taking hold of her 
hand). " is there any way left by which I can pro- 
mote your's I Fortune, perhaps, oppofes your wiib- 
«S;:, fome favoured rival I*— A RochcUe,tperhaps ? 
J well remember his uncommon agkation, on- feeing 
jrou attwid Adelaide's admifEon."——--^* Ohl a& 
.me nothing more," interrupted Louifa, baftily 
withdrawing her. handy and rifing from her feat^ 
" you, already know toonmclu But leave me, Sir, 
I conjure you,.and bury, all that has pafled in your 
own bofom.'* 

- ,Mr. Stanhope withdrew ; and Louifa tumbg 
dowttia patfi that led ti«oai6neficld,.contiaued.h«r. 
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"Vfftlk^ till Aie rettthai A bench fliadcd widi a laargfe 
ehcfattt tree. On <wfatch flife fat down, and garre "way 
to the forrows that opprefTed her l^atu 

: A &(w-nnnuie» after Mi& Seymotti- qnitted the 
drawi^«4-oom9 Lord HaHiags, <m retiring to the 
^M^indow £6t air^ faw Itfn Stanhope enter t£te pavt^ 
icttk He tvas itiftaniSx ieixed wkh a fit of jealoufy ; 
and &tppo&ng that it was thd fcene cf an app<iin&* 
snent between tht^n^ cOt^ld fiot reM the defire, 
iRhith that enYions pclOion ittfpired> of at leaft interv- 
mpting ^eir happiftefs^ £nce he coiild not prevent 
their meeting. As he approached the pavilion, his 
lieart throbbed fo violeml7'» that he was obliged to 
flop to recover Aiiliielf* The ivindows being aM 
thrown open, and (haded wkh honeyfnckie, gave 
bim an opportatuiy of wttnefiing ^is affb^ng b^ 
4ervieWy without being tibferved* 

The tea^a of Louiia wrung his heart ; and, ut- 
taiy at a kfs to gueis the caufe which etctted them, 
lie drew nearer the window, at the very inftant Mr. 
£ltanhope pronounced this fent^Etce^*'— '^ If I am 
loft to happinefs myfelf," *c. In a moment thfc 
whole tmxh feemed to flalh on his mind ; the fre- 
qnent changes in LouiCk'B manner, her cc^tinual 
snelancholy, hfftr rej^dton of Mr. Stanhope's ad- 
dreCes, all convinx:»l the unhappy Haiftings, that 
there was a favoured rival in the ^art of Mifs 
Seymour, whofe abfence occaAoned her ififtrefs, and 
whom it would be equally vain and diflionourable 
to endeavour to fupplant. 

To meet with "coldnefs and indifference firom a 
heart which has infpired us with the moft tender 
ieifthoaentS} is affli^ing in tbe^ higheil degree i But 



&6 IKTEKESTING MEMdlRSi 

what can equal the anguifli of kndwiiig that file 
beart we ardemlj covet is adually in pofleffion of 
another ? ^ 

Lord Haftings ftood ftill, till Mifs Seymour and 
Mr. Stanhope' were both out of fight ; and thenv 
entering the pavilion^ tlirew himfelf on the fopha Ihe 
jhad jufl quittedi Pie reviewed the happy hours he 
had ipent with her during X,ady Granville's con- 
fineznent) when he almoft believed he was beloved ; 
and execrated that rafh curiofity, which had for 
«ver robbed him of the fweet delnfion. 

Loutfay after having recourfe to tlie foothing let* 
ters of Adelaide, fome.of which fhe always carried 
in her pocket, and which,'by their pious and folemn 
reflexions, never failed to calm the difturbed foul 
of her friend, being now tolerably oompofed, ven^ 
tured to return to the drawing-room. 

« 

Unable to bear the reftfaint of company, and 
wholly engrofTed by his own refle<5tions, Lord Hal^ 
tings took the fame road Mifs Seymour had quit- 
ted, and wandered down the field.. 

As he approached the bench, his attention was 
roufed, by feeing a paper lying on the ground. He 
picked it up ; it was without feal or fuperfcription ; 
but as he had.no doubt of its having been droptby 
Mifs Seynlour, he refolved to reftore it unopened. 
At that inftaiit, recoUefting the delight he had er* 
perienced on a former occafion,.-from the perufai 
e£ what fhe had written, and fuppofing this might 
contain fuch another tranfcripr of her heart, he 
could not deny himfclf the fatisfaaion of difcov*. 
«ring at thtt crifis what were :its inmoft thoughtst. 
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-Perhaps it is fafer^ on fome occaiaons, to com- 
Biit a iliffht offence with one's eyes open^ than by 
feeking lor reafons to excufe the commiflion of it» to 
endanger our mental fight, and blind our underiland- 
iag with the mid of £alfe argument.*— r— He opened 
the lettc^ which proved to be that from Grammont 
to Adi^aide ; which Louifa» in the agitation of her 
xnindy immediately after reading it, had forgotten 
to reHore. He iaw that it was not the hand of a 
(emale* — What was his amazement, when he read 
thefe words !..." At length, moA beloved of women, 
your fond lover, your laithful friend, taftes of real 
tranfport, by being able to convey it to you," &c. 

Jiaving £niAed the ktter, a d^ep figh burft from 
his bofom : — ** There is then no hope under heaven 
remaining for me l" cried he, in a tone of defpond- 
ing forrow. Then, after a paufe, ** Yes ; that of 
feeing Louifa happy* Fortune feems to oppofe the 
union of two hearts formed for each other , would 
I too oppofe it ? Is not the happinefs of Louifa 
dearer to me than life ? — Thank Heaven I though I 
am wretched mjfelf, it may flill be in my pow^r to. 
render her happy ; and to reftore peace to the bofc 
om of the gentleft, moft amiable of human kind." — 
Full of thefe fentiments, fo worthy of himfelf, he 
fought for an opportunity of converfmg with Mifs 
Seymour in private, which Ihe as ftudioufly avoided. 

The evening before his departure, obferving her 
walking alone in the garden, he followed her ; and, 
on her entering the pavilion, flopped to reiled in 
what manner he ought to addrefs her. She appear- 
ed lofl in thought ; a heavy figh betrayed the deep 
difbefs which occafioned it ; .and after remaining 
feme tMue in areverie^ which. Lord Ifaflings was 
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BQwilling to interrlipey (ii« aro&y imd retiring t^ 
the oppofitfl window, from wh&ict Ihe could fee 
any perfon that entered the ?arden> fte drew om of 
Ker hofom his pi£lure> whidi hung from her neck 
by a fmall ftring of pearls. The agitation of Lord 
Haftings on this occaiion was extreme : What 
would it have been, could he have, difcovered that 
it was his own features fhe was then contensplat? 
ing / — ^Aiter looking on h for fome time in fiJence, 
(h^ kiiTed, and bathed it with her tears : then, in a 
low and mournful tone,»-— •* Yes," faid fhe, ** fbr« 
tune and duty oppofe our happinefs : — ^abfence 
may blot my image from thy heart 5 but no power 
on earth can rob me of the dear delight of loving 
thee tenderly, — sieving thee only, — bloving thee for 
ever !'^ 

Lord HailSngs coxAi fupport this fcene no longer. 
He came round to the door of the pavilion f at 
light of him, LoUifa ftarted back with furprife, and 
in great confiifion, haftily returning the pi^hire into 
her bo^m, prepared to retire.— -Taking hold of 
her hand, be led her geniiy hack to the fopha, and 
fcating himfelf by her, — ^ O Louifa !" faid he, 
** why do you avoid me ? What have I done to in- 
cur your hatred !"—*' My hatred, my Lord I" faid 
fhe, — ^and again was filent. ^**Ye5, Mtfs Sey- 
mour, it \s too plain, ycra hate, you fly me I I am 
not confcious of having merited your difpleafure, 
but you cannot be unjuft. Ah, Louifa !" continued 
he, fixing his mournful eyes on her*s, wlikb were 
ftreaming with tears, « vv4icre are all thofe happy 
moments fled that we enee enjoyed together, when 
I cheriHied for you fentinaents that I dared not dit 
cover, that 1 muft forever held faere^ j that I onee 
—0 fprgive me [.....thought you beheld without 



inTjbiiestino memoirs. d9 

•toiUiii&pt* But I deceived Biyfelf^ and am now 
pnnifhed for my prefumption."— Louifa was now 
forced to have recoujfe to her falts ; he perceived 
^e agony of her mindy and haftened to put an end 
to the converfatioii. 

** I am no ftranger^ Mifs Seymour/' continued 
he, " to the caufe of my misfortune. Permit me, 
ere I go, to be/low on you the me^ps of happineis, 
which are now uielcfs in my hands : — Think fbme- 
times on the abfent Haftings, who will never ceafe ' 
to think of. you ; and who, though he cannot be 
the iharer of your heart, muft for ever be the friend 
of your virtues, — ^Dcign to accept of this trinket ; 
and Jet it remind you of a man who prefers your 
felicity to his own*" 

During this fpeech, great part bf wiiich fhe could 
not then comprehend, Louifa was in a ftate to be 
conceived,...not defcribed. The trinket with which 
X.ord Haftings prefented her, was a locket inclofing 
his hair, enamelled with the initials of his 'name, 
and richly fet with brilliants. She fpceivcd it with 
a look of acknowledgment ; and at length found 
compofure fufEcient to add, in a tone of inexprefli- 
ble tendcmefs,— •** Be aflured, my Lord, I have no 
need of this remembrancer. I ^all never forget 
you ; and wherever you go, my prayers and beft 

wifhes fhall attend you."- She tofe ; " I have 

only one other requcft to make, Mifs Seymour," 
faid he ; " it is, that you wiU take charge of this 
packet till after I am|;oae ; you may then break 
the feal, ^d difpofe of the contents as dircded." 

He retired, leaving Mifs Seymotir diftraded with 
the variety, as well as violence of her emotions. 
D vol, a* 
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#fecrqpeai)BA;eve!rf fTfoMrhd had littttbd a ^tmdm^ 
HmtSt ; smdj eyery^ time} fottiid: horiUf lefi; able va 
tnmvel thtir meaxkini The paoket too fom^bed 

obqr his injundtions with the ftridtft fiidaikp 



Ste remhted^to , bar afMrtmcfiirwitfe fy viokitt a 
hmdMidiey. andiafiioh omtatioiioC^vitSrtbat if wai 
Jateifae&ire ihejoxaedithe. ccanpany:; hat- cbdugil 
ilie ivifted: aWve all thi|Xgs«lx> avoid a foniuil part^ 
ittg:wkb Lord;Haflai>gB^.i&e dreadsd the ftifpicioiii 
ftie might incw bf appoaikig to ihunit. 

After a.dnH'andjfilent&i^cKflhe mfe'to reCix«i 
^']lffiis:Se3mioiir/' faid-Lord Gr8nvill4^ <^do yoa 
remember, llaftings fets out to-movrow^ won't you 
^(h lum a good journey ?— " I do, with ail my 
liearti my. Lord," aosfwtred.ffae*- Lord Haftings 
£duted her. ; . and foUowittg hsr: to the door, he 
Itized her trembling hand^ whkhf be prefied to his 
hotbTOf^** Of Louifa I" faidhe,. ** may hearven'^s 
keft blefilngs fiurouad yoa^ and: may you be com- 
pktely happy« whatever become: of the ill-^fated 

• 

LouHa retired to Itedy but not to Ileep. Of aS 
fh^ paffions^ whi(^ warred in^ her bofom, and ban«- 
Iflied fleep from her eyes, curiofity was the moft 
Violent, as wdX as patnAd. She arofe by day-break ; 
jtud the moment fke heard the earriage of Lord 
£blBngs drive from- the door, ihe broke the feal^ 
vnth.atrenAUng hand and beating he^t« How 
great was lier aftomflaoofiit T^^ei^ jQie read (bsft 
i;7ords ! :■■ 
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. " THZ • tn^^atTod letter ti^^s ti^ «o rofym til 
^Mte .<xf hif -misfejfUiA^* and iufidcmfy «!itplsiiiis 
l» toe tite oavfe'ljf -TOiir Jaftr J<^e6^n. If yelj;ge»» 
cvoufly permit ^nle to.be &e ;»e$rQ6 of removing itt 
{ fhall itiU. t€&e happiBiefs ia jenxH, -asid learti io 
pot a juft ^9lue ot && goods of fortaxie, Mb^ 
d»e&» »id every vWeflfcig H^e ydiir^^poTtion, «id:db»t. 
of • tie ^efemag. partner of your heaft I In:pri®ff- 
teg fsm% be iwilli|)03fe/s t&e oiiJy ireafitre whidh^ 
d& WQildvCO!uki «x(3tertiie'iv!t^ k^es, wiihes/aaii 
defires, of 

your devoted, 

tbou^ ^hoil tmfdrtunate^ 

TBe ^er»i:o wbUfh I^rd^Hafiahgs dii3]ded«^w^ 
tfaiKt from'^raflQflHpnt tb Adelaide. Utder dbe-iaiiiJI 
cover tvsere ttsT> bank 'hills for a thouTahd ipounicb 
^ach> fsmd'a priOnuCory fioteibr iJirse oaoisey vto;bft 
paid at Lord Granvilfe!s dcaittu 

: Jt h diffimit to <&y, teiiethef ^daoksitkni* :gi^ti« 
tnde, fotrcw» orilove* a£lhkimonifciiit.pradoiniiarafl 
mlhe.agksEtedibttl of L^siiifa'; >l»it ^oogh tli£fr 
atemately SrroE7e>'for vdotaainion there, they att -laft 
yielded to that melancholy regret, that esqizifuie 
lympadiy ifa the affliflion of Lord Haftings, which 
excited the moft ardent, though unavailing wifhes 
to relieve it. 

The rtMetmfs of fher ibid, ^ ircll a» integrity cj 
her heart, left her inot a mosient in doirBt ahoiit'the 
eoAdaiSt ^e ou^t to pmfue. But ifenfible that». 
to her duty and hcmoBT flie mikft^iow lacrifice the 
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de$u%ft mtcrcfts of that heart, fhe feared to truf! ite: 
Aiggeftions to her pen. Confcious, that his miftak* 
en belief of her preference for anotJier, would prove 
the moft likely means of prevjuling with him to 
banifli her from his thoughts ; convinced that it 
was his duty to do fo ; foothed^ perhaps, with the 
fccret hope, that time, by difcovcrin? his error, 
might revive his tendemeis, /he relblveo, agreeably 
both to her Ingenuity and afFe^ion, to write and 
thank kim ; lyiit neither to miflead nor to unde-* 
ceive him. 

7i Lord Hayings., 

• 

« My Lord, 
" Your noble, your generous intentions, I accept 
with all that gratitude and admiration they juftly- 
elaim. Could they have availed* to xnty happinefs, 
I would not have returned- thefe proofs of a friend^ 
fhip, which it ihall be ray lludy and ambition to> 
ddtervQ ; but othar obftacles oppoie my felicity ;? 
perhaps will for evcjr oppofe iu 

** In the cxercife of thofe exalted virtues, which 
form your charader, andconclUate univerfal efteem,. 
may you, my Lord, find that happinefs they are 
calculated to. beftow, and which none can better 
defwve. 

Louisa Seymour." 



Though it is painful to lie under unmerited cen- 
fare, there is: a pride attending confcious virtue, 
which makes her difdain to folicit a hearing, Ja 
order to Tindicate a conduA which flie is femible 
merits praifc*-— -**.Mifs Seynwrnr cither faw, or 



ii^tlj^ file faw^ ail alteration In l^udty GinM'Ukftfi 
nnukidr towards lier, 'ever fmce the unlucky cufeir 
of the-piaarc:. This gaVe her «jeoiBtxic pain ; ^at 

i^ride and modefty bo«bu9ppo^4^ dtiat tlme^ eoiv- 
eiion of Ker t«p^k|ieisr. Uafitccuftomed te ^KfttoiUit 
or concealment, it grew every day more painful t*.* 
bet ; and ike T^mr^Ay as ^n as Lord Hsftkigs 
&ould learTe die X!^ftk, to eottimunicaie-aU -that tot 
faffed bcvvrten ihem^9 his modier. < 

On going into Lady Granville's d«'ei&iig*«QOT9» > 
flee found her fpirits extremely deprefled on account 
of her ibn'<s departure^ ^ She minted her tears with 
bar's, and ibggefted every dfiing mofk likely to itip- 
l^t her ^nt$. '^ If I cannot confole your hearts 
mf. 4ear Midaw," iaid flbe, " for theabfeuQe of your 
fen, let me at leaft. prove myfelf worthy the imi^e 
of daughter, mUi wluch you honour m^, by la^uQ£^ 
4^n mine ta your vjj^w.w^ am pei^fuaded you are 
zbot ignoiant ^f the^fentiments h^has long enisrtainr ^ 
.ed for «ie i hut, however flattering to fxic, in .juftke 
to you and to siyfeli^ I wiih to convince you> tksA X 
have never given encouragement to them," 

She then iuccimSlly related stU ih»t had. pailed 
between her and Lord Haftings at their laft inter- 
view ; and taking out the.. packet* ai^d at the fame 
time prefentiflg her with her anfwer ro the letter 
■ifrom Lord Haftingsi— ^« Read this, Madam,** faid- 
flie, " and inftru6: me, if you wifh me to make ..any 
alterations in it.'* 

Lady Granville peruied the letters with vifible 
emotion. Then rifing and throwing her arms round •: 
Louifa*8 neck, which fte bathed with tears of ming- 
led admiration and tendemofsj'---^^ No> my amaablty^ 



34 mT^RESTINO M£M0IR5a. 

mj exalt^ cbSiA V' faid ihe« ^* 70iir..uxiccattt^^ 
heart (lands in no ne^d of inftrudlion. You havA 
aded- npbly ;. and beAdes the confciou^ approbatioiv 
of your, own mind, your condu^y fo honourable, fo 
difmterefbedf will, I truil, one day meet its reward.'': 

Lord HaftingswETote to his: mother almoA every 
poll I but though he never omitted inquiring after. 
Miifi Seymour's, health, he carefully: avoided men* 
doninfi; her in any other terms than thofe dilated 
by poutebeCk, 

As he did not entertain a doubt concerning the 
objedl of her tendemefs, he was not a little aftonilhr 
ed to leiam, on his arrival at Paris, that the Count 
lit Rochclle had been married for fcveral months. 
This at once accounted to him Tor Louifa's melan* 
choly, and infpii-ed a fond' hope, that it yet might 
be in his power, by a tender, conilant, affiduous 
pailion, to remove it. He knew too well' the bitter 
anguifh of difappointment, not to feel moft exquifite 
forrpw for Mifs Seymour, on account of this fup- 
pofed misfbrtune,....of all' others, furely the moft 
infupportable,....diat of the cruelty and. perfidy of a 
perfon in whom we have repofed unbounded confi- 
dence, and from whom we have expefted all our 
felicity. 

jSome weeks after Lord Haftipgs arrived, at 
Paris, Louifa received the following letter from 
Adelaide, in anfwer to the mtrodu<aory one, of 
which he was the bearer : — 

To Mf/s Seymour, 

"I WONDER not, my friend, that you T^ifiied. 
me.ta&e and converie with. Lord Haftings i it iis 
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impoffiUe to do ehher, without pleafure and adxnira^ 
tX€m» He has paid, me feveral vifits, each of which 
' has ierved to confirm, my opinion of. his noble and 

! generous^ chanuSfcer. — He fpoke. but little of my 

i Louifa ; when he. did) it was the language of xak» 

fieigned. praife. He afked. a^ thoufand queftions 
about Rochelle ; erery.one of which betrayed the 
intere/l his heart took in the fubje<fl ; but intruded 
byyourletter,.! pnrpofelf avoided it :. This- h6 /aw, 
and I doubt not his iuipicions were confirmed by it. 
The/Count de Rochelle was married fome time ago 
to Madamoifelle St. Hermione v and I plsunly pei^- 
ceive, is fufpe€ied by Lord Haftings of haying adled 
di£honourably by you. I told him I had th^ higheft 
opinion of Rochelle ; at .which he ieemed much 
afionifhed : But I prefently changed the fubjedl:, a^ 
I wiihed not to come to, an eclairciiTement on that 
hcad^—— He quits Paris to-morrow, and promifes to 
f vifit me on his return from Italy, where he jpropo&s 

to fpend the wititer* 

* • > . 

" I ftill write to my friend from the Villede Sfc 
Croix, the icene of my carlieft, happieft days ;. But 
•though this fcene has proved favourable to taji 
healm, I fear, Louifa, it is not fo to xny. peace I 

" It is impoffible to defcribe to you that variety 
of painfully pleafing emotions I ejperience, whilft ' 
wandering alone amidft. thefe delightful fhades...., 
once the habitation of love,, and hope, and joy-,., 

I now the afylum.of griefi inquietude, juid: even def- 

pondent melancholy ! Not a tree>.not a ihrub ap^ 
pears, around me, that is not hallowed by memory, 
as having witnefled the tendemefs of love, the en- 

; ^ufiafin of fricndflii|^j or the fervor of devotion.— « 

Ho\v«:vez: iriumfical fUch a fentiioeAt may appear 
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tD tho& who oiae igocnraxxtbf tjie tender ajBom^on^^ 
from "whtcfa 4t Ukkes. its xifey i conft^fs, that my at«^ 
tfuhment to theie iasuumate obfedb flrangly ra« 
ftmbles tbat we retain for tk»& friends viho hav^ 
m^tchtd over us m icfancy-^^v^trho have fiifiainedt' 
€or we^iknefi, ab&lincd toat errors^ .and cbenffaed; 
the &od< of ^very anxiabk. virtue* 

^ On enuring a li'ttfe arbour to-<iayv in a retiree! ' 
pan of the «rood» to vdtkh'Grammo&t knew I o& 
tea refoMd, I iMlxdd the initiais of xny ixaxae, coit 
on the fmooth baffk of a beech, by that hand which 
is A0««' mott^rii^ in. the duft— To you> Lomfa* 
i aeed iiot deikribt the ^Uitgs of that moisetit !»«««•• 
0» <3(raiii9iUHit 1 if ^they are known to thG^.^4i£ thou, 
mt «fi ittVifible 'vtitOki!& of my Jbcret, ^y fao^ekifs^ 
>iiy utieea(is|['ibvyoii»^ibehdld them ^th pity, ^a^ 
oompaflioiQiate thAJweatoeb thou coaiB: not approvei 

*« Perhaps, he thought a period ixxight nrive^ . 
when, divided from the partner of his heart, thefe 
prbdk ^ his 'Conftant affe^on might ierve to a-- 
3vrakeli ^ Iter's t^e remvnilirance nf a. paf&bn vhkh 
I^Gkbet* l^me nor abtenbe coold in the ^ighteft de- 
gree fm]^l|:^^.«^Ho'w «umecefittry luch a veroem^ 
brancer ! / Shall that dav ever awaken me to life 
^ad -conibkuAi^rs, thst .&8ll not al£b witaiefe thej 
fednrffattoft'df thy virtues, tias krvie of thy :go©dnefs> 
the gm^ful ^omiledtion of thy tinequalled tendeiv 
ne^ Chtet^A^lti tny afitidied heart ?^wNo, Gram- 
inent 1 t>ift -atfid 'deareft of nieh«.«;till that he«rt^ 
^ilrr rtiiiwu^hall i^* ever he congeiakd by the cold 
hEHid of dp«jh,iiiy loved image ihail ner^rbe eraf- 
«d fyom k Q Meantime, the foothisfig recoUcdions 
t^ <jhe ^p^/^^l maintain a fweet, ^ough filent 
i^ette^^ h#Cf«r«9U ufi-^^iffl that <ibleinn, welcome 
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libur arrive, when the veil that no-w divides us (hall 
be rent, the burthen of mortality fhaken oflF, and 
we ftaJl naeet, firft and only obiedt of my vows, in 
perfeft, fecure, and immortal felicity ! 

•** If is this prdpe^, my Louifa, that becalms 
tiie griefs, and iupports the foul of your friend* 
Mncn, much does fhe need every iuppoit. 

•* I return to St. Cire to-morrow, on account of 
Conftatlce, who is very ill, and begs to fee me : Se- 
cure in the fympathy of a friend, whofe misfor- 
tunes have qualified her* to feel, and whofe weak- 
neis to abfolve the frailty of others, fhe feeJcs to re- 
pofe her ibrrows in mj bofbm. Like a tender fiovr- 
er, blighted by an untimely frbft, (he is drooping 
apace — ^noT will ever feel tile reviving influence <*f 
ax^ther fpring !-*-<— Adieu, deareft Louiia ! adieu; 

AnELAinB Dfi St. Croix.'* 



To Lord Hajting^^ 

•* BY this time my dear Henry will have reach«. 
ed Paris, and mingled with the' promifcuous crowd 
that forms the fbciety of that large and licentious 
metropolis. 

« Amidft a people learned in. the arts of feduc* 
tion, and ardent in the purfuic of pleafure, how 
much will it behove you to maintain that manly 
firmnefs of charafter, for which I have fo often ap- 
plauded you. — I apprehend no danger to you from 
the grofsly. vicious, or openly profane : fuch infpire 
a mind like yonr's with horror and difguft. But I 
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(erioas, by tdernolite mtkfi^^^smr Jm/is Cmttfiy 
mortifytiifi; to the. delicate fenfibility of youth, ancE^ 

(Mfl }«efiiMmeitts ifi£ a flBtftaJs^ of 

late yeatrs^. tgfmn ^bmUe '^meigiht ^to *jopimem^ or^r 
which, padion and appetite hadei^er too powerful an 

kifiMaagee*. 'Ehefe hi yfl fci wra^iyje of poputaar^mofe^ty 
Li seUgum« 'WhoHMeTrths wl^rafre tfiog^t to&otxi 
Im mraiMfef » they .faom^ dtiTpfe thoCe <» «Tiirt»^'«4*-^ 
%ksr.'niftic0'ixi#>i]ike jokaun^pcdious'torreiit, -ipvhiclrbfts 
osrenrhtfbnedliuiKiiijidstaAd carried Allb^D3*e'iti«^ 
TKe .dkB%!<%]iCS9i.aiuldiude are nnahlieio perceiive 
tfac.ince.d]£cTiiidnlti^on5 faemom ireal jand^a^^poteist: 
wteisft* ilUi^gbniJKU;iiGDe& a&Uifxd gla&y^a Ml- 
tbmr iit^iaSoCt &nfe.:. infiddi^^dafhe^Alus to <the 
earthy and in its Head, prefents the rabble with a de^- 
hifiremrroi::* wAmh mmgs&Bts contiguous obje6bs» 
and Ihews them in alluring colors ; whilft it imbibes, 
die rays which would delineate the back ground. 

" You know I have always been of opinion, that 
pbty fS'jiiie'Ofily ftirefouiti^ytknref^otdl a6h(itt<9:.. 
*f^Wb^t k^tmmas imeimft' ean sffe^l ithat tsiinfti. 
ffjiiich is iregiardhrfs of ^it$ €>bligaiiEiBs ia Infeaite iB«* • 
neficence ?fc...Sophifts may argue and re&Sf as Aey 
will, but there can be no gwiuine virtue indepen— 
dem of *rweipi«!if. 

*« Wc'daily fee pKOofs of jthc -iwfiicacy ^of i^on^ 
latiMe»€^iu099i;to rog^lfete the-a^Sij^ns of :mea. The 
Bnd(tr£batiding joften affisnifcs to -truths wi^h nerer 
Mach.the lieart. ^ f«tti9[g and habitual fe&fe df' 
Xlbitgr— <?aiW4U>f thofe db^iwsijiKQiicj^t3s^''*>ah^l6id40&' 



aiddnii t^ f6r<se o^etani^ and ^tUe cataifail g'feK&tC' 
ratkms ta -cnifiifial islhilg«iic6«- 

.#tezi<de^ youV etatnfile^ may extend ]«Nicb ' fafthef 
than you aie aware of. To a genetouft-i^l^ htow^n* 
nobling) how elevating is the. thought, that by a 
tf&ly atniabk ^afid vivtBous^ondu^^ we-Aiay- InfdVice 
the' wicked and^ ' unhappy to ^it the- paths- of' vie^ 
aad deOsrvL&toTii andpvttiw itioft that are^ pleti^n^f 
im6 ^d peave ; not-onty in d&eir tertnination, but 
in their- tenor aUb.-«-A- corrupr foctety » to ih^ 
^t90v\d$ wkat*a<!OTrupt member* is to a- f<^ety. Thi ' 
whole feems in a great meafure dependent^ e^tk 
on its fmalled parts. What folid value fhould- 
this idea give us in our own^ eftknation- ; and how 
cautious ought we to be, left our errors prove m^ 
dn€^e^o{evhfWhet€oWr goodnefs may never reachi 

** Should you contmue^ my dear Henry, to per- 
fevere in the pra&ice of virtue* and goodnefs, my 
utmoft ambition in tkift<9H>tl)# wiU -be gratified ; and 
the heart of a father, to iK^iom you are unfpeaka- 
bly -dear, will ttiumphin tbs ccti&ious- pride and 
joy of paternal aff^lllida. . ' 



Though the obftacles to her happinefs ftill re- 
manned, li^uifa tafted' the fkveetdl fafisfsl^ion, in 
the confcioufnefs- of benig beloved. The perfeA 
<afe witk' wl^k La<jfcy Ctoiotte talked- of Lofd 
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Haftings on all occafi<ms» convineed her that iie 
had made no very tender impreffion on her heaft* 
In cherifiung the iecret fentimeats of her own, Qit 
vrsLs feniible ihe did no injufiice to her friend ; afid 
though honour and eratitude determined her nei^r 
to deviate from the fine of condu^ fhc had hither- 
to ib nobly purfued, a fweet hope would often fteal 
into her bofomf that a time might come when her 
duty and happiness would no Smger be incompat« 
ible with each other. 

>  

In the conver&tion of her revered friend, Lai^y 
Granville, and the peaceful and rational pleafures 
of the country, for which fhe had an ezquifite rel- 
ifh, Louifa once more began to tsJie that fweet and 
'equal ferenity, which feemed better fuited to her 
tnnper, than more aniinated, but often lefs fmcere 
pleafures* 

This calm, however, was fuddenly and violently 
interrupted, by a very melancholy and unexpected 
event ; of which the following letter from X.ady 
Charlotte, conveyed the account : 



To Mi/s S^mour^ 

*  . 

«< I AM fo greatly agitated at prefex^t, my dear 
Louifa, with the a£feding . fcene I have juft wit» 
nefled, and which your weak fpirits could never 
have fupported, that I am very imequal to the tafk 
of writing, 

" Alas ! our poor, afili6ted Sally is no more ! — ^I 
received a note this morning from nurfe, begging 
to fee me immediately : I % o«t ior her cottage 
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liQ'itfaoiit n nioi»c*i^s icky- On my anivaiy Ae 

iwxntby creature met arc at the door, atid, with eyes 
(mmBomg in tears, told mc that poor Sally was dc« 
firered laft night of a fine girl, who was ftout and 
licalthy, bnt Ihe feared the mother was m great 
^nger. 

** Thottgh {he bore her fefferings with nmch j)a- 
tience and refi^ution, the moment ftc heard the 
^child cry, (he bnrft into a violent flood of ti^ara^ 
which greatly agitated her weak frame. She afkea 
lo fee tt as foon as it was dreffed 5 on its being 
brought, Ae took it in her arms, ga^ed on it, kiffea 
and bathed it with her tears ; then taking a Irtde 
locftct from her own neck, containing its father's 
hair, (he tied it round that of the infant, faying^ 
** Unfortunate innocent 1 — Alas ! this, and the name 
of Sally, is all I have to bequeath thee ! — ^Thou 
muft not prefume to claim that of thy unkind 
father f" 

" This exertion was too much for her feeble body 
and exhaufted fpirits : flic \7as fei zed with faintingSj 
"which threatened to put an inftant period to her 
Bfe. The phyfician ordered her to be kept per- 
fedly quiet, and hegged nusfe to have the child re- 
moved as foon as pomble, as the found of its voice 
always threVhcr into agonies. She had fomctime< 
dropped aflcep throu^ Ac night> but conftantly 
waked ftarting, wiA fome exclamation of terror ; 
flie complained of violent ficknefs and palpitation at 
her heart, and had been delirious for feveral houiSk 

« Oh hearing her talkmg to herfelf in a low 
toice, I -flipped Mdy to the bed-lidfe : Her eyes 
^rere ftut, hot I hcarS her^fiHind^ ^onounee tfM 
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following fcntences : *< Cruel deceiver !— -faitileft 
Talbot ! why did you leave me ? — ^Did I not give 
you my whole heart ? — I never did any thing to 
oflFend you, but loving you too fondly. If Heaven 
forgives mj offences, oh, Talbot ! you might have 

pardoned this ! Shall thefe eyes never again 

"behold thee ? — Unkind Talbot ! wilt thou never, 
never, never return ? But I ihsJl foon be at peace.*' 
—Then hearing her infant cry—" Pitying God i" 
Ihf exclaimed, " defend this helplefs, defolate babe I 
It is guiWefs of its mother's crime \ — Oh, Talbot t 
hadft thou heard this voice, unkind as thou art| 
thou couldft not have left me !— Yet, do not re- 
turn ; it would grieve thee to fee my grzre — I 
would die rather than grieve thee ! — I iSall foon 
go to Heaven — ^Ah, TSbot ! could I but hope 
to meet thee there P* 

•* She fell into a flumber for a few minutes. I 
fat down by her bed-fide. — Oh, my Lbuifa I who 
coul4 behold unmoved fuch a icene of woe ? 

" Again Parting up, and ha/lily drawing back 
the curtain, flie exclaimed, looking wildly round 
her, " Where, oh 1 where is he ? — ^Did I not fee 
him here ? — Gone again ! Gone for ever !" 
Then finking down on her pillow, pale and exhauft- 
ed, fhe flowly repeated, in a folemn tone, — ^** Trou- 
ble and anguifli are come upon me ! — my purpofes 
are. broken off, even the thoughts of my heart !— 

As for my hope, who fliall fee it ?" Here fhe 

paufed, as if to recover breath ; and then proceed- 
ed : " My kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar 
friends have forgotten me : They whom I loved arc 
turned againft me ! — -Have pity upon me, have pity 
upon me; O yis my friends ; for die hand of '064 
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Katb* toucjied me !— There is hope of a tree, if it 
be cut down, that it will fprout again, and that the 
tender brancb thereof will hot ceale : but man giv%. 
«th up the ghoft, and where is he ?. He lieth down, 
and rifeth not, till the heavens be no more !"— — - 
After again paufing a few minutes, (he clafped her 
hands together, and raiflne her dim eyes to heav- 
en, prayed, in a low and feeble voice, interrupted 
'With Uglis : " Impute: not,, gracrous God I who 
knoweth our frame — O, impute not guilt ! — Pit)r 
ihe errors of youth, not perverfenefs. — Father of the 
affiled ! protc<a my child — ^fave from ruin him I 
loved^ — Receive, oh! .%eeeive thy humble penitent 

to the arms of thy everlafting mercy I" Here 

her faintings iticceeded each other fo rapidly, that 
itature, unable longer to fupport fo unequal a ftrug- 
gle, funk altogether ; and in a few minutes fhe ex^ 
fired in my arms* 

» 

> <* Juft heaven' ! wilt thou not avenge the caufe of 
kmocence like her's ^ 

** O, mj Louifa J come to me, and let us min- 
gle our tears together 1 Tears of exquifite forrow, 
and virtuous indication, over the breathlefs corpfe 
of her who has faulen a victim to* perfidious crueltj, 
and who has neither kincked nor friends to bewail 
her ! 

** Yefterday, when fhe felt Her labour approach* 
ingj fhe fat down and wrote the inclofed to you ; 
and having fealed it, delivered it to nurfe, defiring^ 
her to keep it in a fafe place, till fhe fhould get welS 

** Again let me intreat you to come to me voi'- 
inediatelyi that we may concert together prop«r 



jneafnres, both for thepmate blennent of the imk 
*er, and removal of the* cWld* lU-fated iaaoccnt I 
I ahaoft regret its haying iurviiQMl her I 

Your 

• /•FOWStVE, dear ana hoaoot^AMaaasa^for.^ 
jife Ae boldncfs of your uxJ^appy Sallj, "who prc^ 
femes once more to a4dre&if^ou^i% y^ be i^e \a^ 
time. 

<< M7 bo«r of trial &ft approaches^ k aod»»iipite 
wt all your goodnefs and compaffion to met I am 
perfuaded, it ViU put a period to lo^y Qiort add luv- 
fortunate life. — ^My heart is broken with unkin j^ 
Bcik* AU'are humane and compaflionatjp ^ me ;. 
out that one from whom I deierre the m<^» wiB.. 
ihew me no pity \ 

"My dpaiT Mifs Seymour, tho^gh^ you are aU. 
g0od&efc»,I kaofr you dare not come to me. I hav« 
l^me to contort ^pi ett^ourage me, at the time I 
ftsdl moft aeed comfort : even a Uring choldi that 
gives joy to the heart of a mother, will. only vsk^^ 
creafe the bitter aaguifh of mine ! — ^No father waits 
td receive my helpWk b&be» and blefs her who bore 
it ! — !£ I live, I have no example to propofeibr iti. 
imitartion ;r*-if I die, I have no portion to heqneatki 
Ir but poverty— no inheritance but fliame I 

, •* Tliough I have i<M-gotten * your leHbtis of Tir«- 
^t 0« ^t d<^» kind miftrefs ! 4o not abaadon mj 
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Sftftlate child^ if that merciful Being who 1>eIioIdc 
the penitence of its mother, permits it toffee, the 
light ! — Oh ! do not fuflfer the infant of your once 
fiivoured Sallj} to become an objedt of public char- 
ity — ^perhaps, of public fcom :' It may then learn 
to wander from the paths o£ innocence, Hke its 
wretched mother !-— Alas ! fhe had not that excufe 
for wandering ! 

" I can write no morc.wDo notaccnfe any one 
of my death ; nor reproach any one with unkind*- 
nefs to me.. My own credulity has undone m e 
the fondnefs of. my weak-heart betrayed! and ruined 
me J 

** Fareweli my loved, revered miffrefs !- ^Yon 

muil be happy^ becaufe you are virtuous.— O I may 
heaven's beft bleilings ever furround my dear Mife: 
Seymour ; and may that fweet peace be her's, which . 
will never again in. this world viiit. • 

Her unfortunate and afflided^ 

But ever grateful 

Sally. Vernon.!* 



' This letter, and' the melancholy and unexpected 
fate of the unfortunate Sally, pierced the foul of 
Louifa with the moft exquifite forrow. But though 
her fenfibility. was extreme^ it never unfitted her 
for the difcharge of any a<5live or focial duty. By 
the care of the beft* of mothers, fhe had early learn- 
ed to reprds thofe feelings, whofe over-indulgence 
would have been ruinous to her own peace, and; 
injurious to £bci€ty^ by deprivmg them. q£. thofe 
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good oBoeM^yfkic^sttt tlie offifiring of genttitie aa4 
wdl regulated fympftthf * 

She fct oat immediately^ £or the Maurqtud ^f Wia» 
ftkaOer'Y^ foun wbenco the two ladies weUied t^ 
the nttrfe'ft hcm&. At the figh£ of the. little- iafeitt^ 
Mt& Seyttottr Tfc^as greadj alfeded ; aor woiiM fte 
be denied the mournful pleafure of bchoUwgr ^ 
the la/l time, the ailbciate of her earli'e/l years. On , 
mttOfTttiiag the corpfe, aad^eiwthe pale and dma- 
4i«tod» bat placid coomacBaRce of her yovi^uitntt^. 
pamon» fte clafpedher haads ipgedun: inantaMttf 
of me^ and turmng^ to Ladyr Chartette^ nAio'ftood 
by ner fide in filent fbrrow — " Behold^ my friend^" 
faid ihe» ** the fatal e£Fe<5b of cruel and headilrong** 
paffioa I Behald the fad* r^znaias of yowdi, beauty, , 
fiRreemeiib iimoeeiiGe \ Ahai^bXf GM ! ftatt €tat 
cxieatiires of thy pawer, the mooumtiUs of l!ky mcr-. 
C71, the daily fham^ of thy bounty, £cir the ildiae of ^ 
indtdging a criminal impirlie, thns inhmmnly^ iAbks. 
deliberately deftroy each other ? — Is it poiBble, isr 
it really poffible,*' ihe cdfttimiedi ^ tiuat fhe whom* 
but a few months ago, I beheld fo blooming, health-*, 
ful, and innocent, 'wiofc graoeftd form, endearing^ 
modefty, and ineffable fweetnefs, excited my adlni-^ 
ration, is now a pale, breathlefs, cold, infenfible 
corpfe ?"— Then (looping down and kiffing her 
lifelefs cheek,—** Farewcl I farcwel for ever H»* 
ikid fhe, " dear, unfortunate, but too .creduloiis 
gaily : may thrf irinues li^ in Ay faithfid heait, 
aadmay thy eirors for otcr be^baxied' ito thy gta^e.** 

Maying appointed a hired'^cfttriage to» meet them 
at the nurfe's hoitfe, tliey bid her alAiea' 5 anAhav-*- 
ing^ :caT«6ally wsapt «p their iafaiit^charge, paa-- 
ceeded to Caftle Ha&ings : in^ the aeigldiaiifhoQ^ 



«f iriiieit Uyed a woikiasi» whoi hffvtag juft loft a 
child whom fhe fuckled, was gM ti» axm itt pladb 
Cipplied by a fofter. 

-•d flowly tolmnds'thft^ftkf tA xvoUk ob&rvfeitioii^ 



The averfiM Ae^ ick for ovarjr fptisia of 
-ekf , j<med tt^^lier defire of concerting i^ <wesduBBis 
«f SaHy £or ^cr from tbe/vrai^^ imilicod iicr to fe 
yfitrj fdcQii <m! lb«*felD^j&.of ike^. ciiMi Sk^ itold 
libe 0o^'W0iiian> lioii'Q!rer« that ^tfaougfa ilie:dbiid 
had i^w friends to care &r it» Ac Amldvhafreescnjr 
thing provided for if, and be amply rewarded for 
&ept<»|iw d&barge e€ hev dUfif^ .... 

. Thdugh^iUs^ mdmMb/9if Mux anadb * dttptaod 
laftin^ imprcffiqn 'O&tlie heart of X^duifi^ het ImiiHiik 
•ticntkm to thf ft poor babe &trmd h&ttt^ ^oittkhbc 
Hm^'Vraad Sli up tb^trjfiyhsA^md 1irhicll>lhfo^bfenice 
o£ hmd l^likigs^<9C€B&oakot m hor siisdUr^-^-Prv* 
deacas oUigedJwr to^reftrift t^ number of Iber ttfiit^ 
tO' d» Q8««agi8 1 but ;»« it ftp«A at « verr fmadd dtf. 
UsHttte Ivom tfii^ Caii^lbe frei^e&tliy (im&«d iiKr 
walks t^MM: ^«n^E9 T«iltoiiB;luMtftBilio£iiM»nRAg ifitf^ 
lacion. j . . 

In one of Imt fi»ltUfy lamUcB^ wbitb &i IkaeteriN- 
tended to a eoJifiderabfe-^kaigidH hcr-tketigbtS'beiilg^ 
occupied with thofe tea^r re^dioas ikifeieh map 
tfarpenfiiK mind m -nfweet deKriosn, Yecol]ciAai|^ 
liuur file; was withi&a few puces of dre iield itt rvsbim 
ftpQd the nuffe's cotuge, ihe ibPii«dtiwAe|g iImk 



ifTay, iii order to yifit b^ fittk ^arge whom ike r 
bad not feen^^foF fome timcv 

She was met at the door by the good womani> 
who ezprefied the utmoft iktisfaftton on feeing her : 
~" I was juft agoing, Madam," iaid fhc, " to fetch 
little Sally- to vifit yonr La^fliip to day at the Caf- 
tie, that you might fee what a charmkig- little pnfr 
pet it grows, and how finart and tidy ffae looks itt 
liie new cap>yoiir La^ihip j^vehen**-*— — **'I am 
very happy, nnrfe," anfwered Lonife, **that yo« 
are likely to have fuch cndit by your foftcr ; but 
you muft never bring her to the Caftle, as I witt 
often call here to fee her, and always take care that 
you fliall want for nothing. V 

As (he was careffihg this beautiful child with 
much fondnefs, a figh elcaped her, on recollediion of 

its4)irth4md unibrtunate circumftances. ^•^ 1 hope, 

Madam," faid the (imple cottager^ ^'your La'fhip 
does nor fee any caufe to find fault with -my care 
of the child ? I am iiire fhe fucks- all night long, 
and gets as much vi^hials as fhe can eat, and my 
huiband never has a rafher, without giving her a^ 
bit of it ; for-he loves my little puppet^ and our ba-- 
oon is pure-good, an* pleafe your La'ihip; and fuck- 
ing a ^ makes the dSold hearty^"— ^* Indeed, good 
nurfcr" replied Louiia, with a complacent fmilt, 
•« I am quite fatisfied that you do your duty to the 
{weetbabe ; but'I iigh tothmk what a cruel father 
ihe has."——** Lack*a-day, Ma'am !" replied- 
mirie, '* there be too many fuch fathers in the 
world ; but, mayhap, if your La'fhip would fend" 
and tell him what a fine child he has here» he. 
mighj^ return lagain^." 



eetved that it was very lat« ; ibe thfi^fore rep^a^ 
her injunaioiis to nwle never to bring Sallj near 
tbe Caftln s and bidding Jmmt a good^ mouiiiig, i^ 
turned home. 

« 

She foimd there the %&uEquis and his danghtexv 
vkofk cQXBpanjF bea^ne deai«r tob^ ^<rerf daf .: It 
was vrith real qoncerJii th^eioi^ Ae learoied^ thmt 
bifiiiiers of ifliportanc^ eequired that the Marqutf 
iho4»ld ijnmedKOiely iet off for London. The tm^ 
h^^ took lea^ of each other» with finctre esq>7e£^ 
fions of tend^ regret« on 9>ce04in| 'of thia Haexpe^e^ 
ieparatiQn ;, and wkh nmtual proaufes of beguihiig: 
the length of winter, which was .akeadj JbegHP^ \xf 
a conftant ^iftolary kutercourft^ 

As notlung matortal )x> this h^ory occtirred dm«^ 
iag the fix &lkmn^ iiiomh«» I (haUinfertdie le^ 
ter$ which pafled^ between thefevet^aj f gfties diirii9|g 
<lba£4pcmod«. 

•• * 

^ I AM perfuaikd* my b«loved AdelstftJ^^ that% 
OS not from s^gitauon of mtn^, but vaoauney fof hearty 
.«nr foDeft iAiiSeruc^^ sHfe. Lord ijb^fiiii^s ts fone 
-**Lady Charlotte has left Q|ge*rvtbe gloony Inuitcr 
is commenced, and correfponds but top well 'wtth 
my prefent feelings. How painful now do I feel 
jmy abfence from mj beft,and dsevpeft friend !. That 
friend^ who alone^ .of alj the himiait laecy conid es« 
ter into every fentiment of my foifl ;. andv withoat 
t^ aid of language! compi^hend its e^ery mottioa> 
-Iboth its every inquietude, look.CQIlipaffiaO|Liigh xnr^ 
liefi and imile approbation*. 
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^ Wh^ the prefence of Lord Haftidgs kept ju/ 
mind in continual fear and agttationy though aij 
ipirits were foroetimes depreffed, they were never 
K> perfe^ly orerwhelmed as fince thefe fears have 
loft their objcft, 

** My prefent dejedion» which I ftruggfc in vai»> 
to conceal^ has not efcaped the obiervation of the 
hiunane Lsidy Granville, She is apprehensive on 
account of -my health, though too delicate to ex- 
prcfs thefe apprehenHons ; and, under pretence of 
improving her own, has propofed that we ihall 
fpend Chriftjnas with Lord^ Salilbury, and make a. 
round of vifits before returning to theCaftle. — I am 
grateful for her kind' intentions, but fear I fhsdl 
not profit by them !^ — ^My mind of late- feems funk, 
into a kind of lethargic infenfibility, from which no* 
exertion, however vigorous, can roufe it. Though, 
innumerable fources of enjoyment are in my pof* 
IjsCtion, I can enjoy nothing : The very afped of 
nature is changed to me ; the fim has loii its cheev- 
fulnefs, and the freih air no longer revives me«— - 
Stirrounded with friend^ kind and attentive, I ieexa.* 
at times to myfelf the moft deiblate being on the 
face of the eardu The difmgeniiity and ingratitude^ 
of this rebellious fpirit, adds rcmorfe to the weight 
of my affliftion ! — ^What can I do, my Adelaide i 
-— O ! pityi confole, and, if poflihk, reconcile me. 
to myfelf I* 

" I am juffi returned' from churchy where I have- 
regained that heavenly c|lm, and felt that fweet 
elevation of foul which we experience, whilft, with* 
iixednefs of thought, we contemplate the fublime 
4jf£ e?(iftencie^ and rejoice in «the pcrfedHon of bcncv— 
(aJfiUCJSL Ir— An employment^, .how nohle«. haw, du- 
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ligktfiil^ boi/r fuitaUe to a rational, imxnotul) ac« 
countable being ! 

** There is no f^tnationy nay Adelaide, in which 
the forrowful and deje<fted heart may not derive 
confolation from the exercife of ardent, unfeigned 
piety. But ah ! to delcend from thefe exalted 
heights — ^to feel the tide of frailty and paflion return 
again-^to fink again into dejeifting melancholy — ^to 
be agaia overtv^helmed "vvith fufpenfe, fear, and in- 
quietude : this, oh this, my Adelaide, is painful, is 
diftra^ting to tlie foxd of your 

Louisa S^vmour.'* 



To Lord Hqfiingjm 

*• IT is now, my dear Henry, that, laying afide 
that ftandard by which you judged of mankind, 
and which you found in your own uncorrupted 
heart, you begin to open your eyes, and to fee them 
as they really are, inflead of what you wifhed them 
to be. It is with pain we firft make this difcovery ; 
for the errors of the judgment are always more 
mortifying to our felf-iovc, than thofe of the heart. 
On entering the world, the delicacy of our tafte^ 
as well as the foundnefs of our principles, receive 
fb rude a Ihock, that, for a while, we become ab- 
folute mifanthropes. Time, however, and a more 
intimate acquaintance with ourtfelves, changd our 
fentiments, and corredt the fcverity of our ftri<flures 
on others. 

. ** In reality, mankind are more deferving of picy 
^^an contempt* Want of refie(3ioaf not makvor 
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bnce of tntMitioiVii h their mhu And ^hen m» 
coiiiiders how difficult it is» efpeciaUy ib early life, 
to reM the allurements of pleafure, and coxnhat 
the pleas of indolence, k feems rather Harprifmgf 
that diey ai^ not always the flaves of vice, than 
that they fliottld fomctimes becon&e the dupes of 
fclly. 

« I would not have you enter the world with an 
unkind and indifcriminating jealonry of your fpecies* 
Sut as I know, in youth, the heart generally decides 
before the underftanding, and the iliiaagination often 
leads them both aftray, I would have you cautious 
in forming opinions of chara^ers, and modeil in 
delivering your own ; and whilft you behave with 
affability to all, referve your confidence for thofe, 
of whom long acquaintance hath difcovered the 
fterling merit. 

•* One's heart fwells with htoeft indignation, to 
fee the great, the venerable, the refpcdable virtues, 
paffing unheeded through 'the vale of obfcurity, 
whilft the mean, felfifh, icrvile arts of cunning ami 
hypocrify, engage public notice, and even advance 
the polfofifor to fliining and elevated ftations. Let 
us, my fon, defpiiing the vile craft of the fycophant, 
whilft we remain obftinate in virtue, cultivate that 
univerfal complacency and good-will, which is the 
offspring of good feniie, principle, and humanity^ 

«* You tell me, " you are ftocked to find every 
thing ferious treated with contempt and ridkule, by 
thofe who arrogate to themfelves the name o£ fine 
gentlemen ; though neither their talents nor man- 
ners feem to quidily them for that fphcre,*'— ^on* 
tempt and ridicuk» my dear Henry, aiv ^ .IiijR 
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t^etclicd rcfource of hardened ince and detefmined 
M'bertmifm ; and for whftt do they thns wantonly 
make a jeft of things facred ?— To ralfe a laugh- 
to gain the empty and momentary applaufe of fools 
and coxcOiftbs — ^to eradicate intirely from the minds 
of youth the laft fad remains of a virtuous educa- 
tion ? — Ho\«r VTretched the purpdfe I how mean the 
trinmph I 

' ** May heaVeri pr^ferve my fon from the conta- 
gious manners of that gay and bufy world, by mix- 
ing with which; I fondly flatter myfelf, he will re- 
turn with double r^lilh to the rational and elegant 
pleafuresof a domeftie life, and the eftibraces of his 
«vcr affedtionate ' ' 



' • To Mifs Seymour. 

^ WELL, Louifa, here I am, in a vortex of 
dehght, in cafh, in health, and in ipirits. How. long 
they may laft, I know not, but am refolved they 
fliali not lie a' dead ftock on my hands. 

: ' •*« You are very unkind ; — ^you, >^ho have not 
one earthly thing to do, but rife and go to bed, and 
go to bed and life — ^to be a whole week without 
writing ! Ititolerable.-i— I, whofe e-^ry moment is 
precious, can affirm, that I have thought of yoti 
at leaft once every day /ince we parted. What a 
noble, what a lingular inftance of modern friend<* 
ihip I 

 *• I hear you have been viiiting at Hawthotn- 
liill.— ;— Pray,my dear, what is become of poor Sir 
' F *voL z* 



|4 arf»f^X««IH<l llHMflM^t 



alft tbjiii fvtii tin flint mi a^amiiit, of vbicti bt 

#f (he adjaisfBt ^rood yet Iki^s ^o^kr tbft ^gbt of 
hm a^4 his fi)rroiva» wr if iberQ im il# heispCRk 
fotds ia ^ iieigbbow?boo4 I "Mtt' ivi]^df removo 
this obflacle to his releaie, rather than Mkf ih(9 
poor wretch to pine away, and wither in his bloom. 
Buty^raciifQdaQt 4ecl«i9« my miffiitmuilP tlie ^orld, 
«h i& ^^ csifi^ of ftK:H 4oi)»^Q»3, I wonMi ba«^ 1^ 
afp^ar ofttntadous $ li«&des, if h^ bcsk^ himMf an 
^mce, he will bo deprived of a thonfand o]}porttti»-. 
W< of convincing me of the violeace of fats' pofliojik 
by being tortured with doubt, racked with fe9sr^ 
dtQWHeA iOf defpair, and overwhelmed with appre- 
heniion. 

** A-propos, of llkis fiaoe dlfta^.t:alled Love : do 
you know, it is a(5luall7 become epidemical here ? 
j|ad I am ngt Mrith^^t foiae aj^ehcnfioa of fhanng 
4^ general fd^^ 

^* The fyn^pt&iQS ef this tnabdy «(e.fo va<;iou«» I 
cannot pretend to enumerate them ; but, in order 
IP put JW W your guard, I fiiaU m^ttsni; tltofe that 

^ Seme are feixed witk filenee and ftupor ; 
fiftheri are infpired with fudden phren^y. Some 
fcei an infataable tUrft for gold ; others are fenfibk 
qC a Tioknt ktaging after— the goods attd cbatteh 
of their neighbours. 

*< What the ancients thotg^ of AJs difordcr, I 
ciaaot &y i bst tfatr as&thcxnodenis differ wideljr 



kk their ixaam» t$r i tiesldiftg it The CdfiiMrr ftc6in^ 
«t]ldc«l sAsSmi^i dtedge if ^a^^ attd, in tixt^m 
i^^ ^««tk itfelH 1%^ Vimt ^ pt^crib^ a Wtt«lr 
pCftiML CfilliKl lii&tttidioi^7» w^h is found ^fficai^iottv 
tff^ii iti tii^ tlK>ft d^l^i^at^ ^sl^i. tt i«( indeed, % 
liBVci#e i^m^dy^ «tid '^vt9 tk^ |>ltti^t fUcb a WdthiHtV 
Chiit^ hi daft <i^ ft t^pfb) he haxdlf eter h2» i^ecwnl 

to it a fecond ti^i«. 

. . . * 

* I tfltntiat b^r to tBiiA *f y^nr ^nnadiAg t3i^ 
^hok wktct ki the ©dnttttryi- — ^I ^ot^, Lonifk^ 
^fftre the end erf it> yoU will be fit for tio otJrtlr 
foctetj than that of bat6» olrl», Thomas^-Kempi^i^ 
lH>d 4&iFr$g^s of ^utJf t7.<^WZiat i^otiM thouikndt 
here giVe^ for a pair of fuch bright eyes^^as yo^ tiytt 
a whole day to your book or embroidery ? Turn 
tliem %t l«atl ix^ifi^tnes towards your )pen» ink» and 
)^per, a«id gi^« mot^ heart*^eh plctafufe thai!k anf 
^l^iidit JjMis&n ean affbid^ to 

* 

Y^Hir affe^f^n^te 



«* I SIT down to fcdd yiMi, Louifk ? 4nd if yyyft. 
tell me it is an improper occupation for a lady, I can 
anfwer, that my propcnfity is not to be cOntroted« 
This, you know, is fehe language of that fex, whi) 
J>retend to be otor fupenors in underftanding, y$t 
rctuple not to plead irteftftible impulfe, whcncTef 
they Yiblate its didiates : Now, as ive are ^Ilowtd t^ 
he tlie Weaker teflels, out impulfes tMA cottEeflecSjr 
lie-ftai ttiozt itrefiftibfe duui theiir'su 
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^ ** How can you load m^ fo uiunerctAxUy ^iritb 
praife ?  W hen undefcrvEed, as .in my cafe> it be- 
comes jthe n)oft humiliating ceqfiir^. . Out a^ I am 
not ignorant of the magical powers of; felf4oye» 
whoy with the fam^ optics, can magnify natural tal« 
ents to the fize of cardinal virtues, and dixmnifh 
real faults to tHa^ of amiable weaknoir^ I muft warn 
you not fo lavifhly to beftow' tliat fwect potioa ou 
mCf leA the cunning forcerefs convert the balm into 
aconite^-; — -— rYou ihould rqfledl too, my dear girl, 
that in praiiing your friends you are ^vKking enco- 
miums on yoiinfelf ; for our fentiments are aliHe ox^ 
moft fubjedls, and ev^ry tal^t with which nature 
Iiath •endowed me, you pp/feis in a ipud^ fuperioF 
degree. 

•* Here I an^cipate aledure on the part of Hjir 
anility. ; bpt.let that fcrupulous virgin conful^t wit^ 
her After Truth, before fh^ enter h^r caveat again(| 
this laft fentence. I will then truft my caufe to be 
plead by Friendfhip, againfl youi: advocate, Modef-- 
ty, whom, in fpite of having wronged you a thou- 
faud time^ you ilill retain in your Service ; and, 
farther, you may be plcafed to inform her, that if fhe 
cites me to anfwer for partiality at the bar of Opin- 
ion, I will inftantly appeal to Judgment, whofe fee-, 
reury, Common-fenfe, has affured me, that 1 (hall 
come off with credit and repuution, , ' 

" Is. it npt humiiia^tipg, Louifa, to thct boaJftfuJ 
pride of man, to feel how n|uch. this etherial fpirit 

of his is aflFe<aed by mechanical caufes ? ^ cold 

day damps his hopes, a dark one clpuds his prof- 
pefts, a^did a week of rain drowns him ^n the depths 
^ defpondent melancholy I But no fooner does.thQ 
tkj clear, the clouds djiperfe, and. the fuu^fl^Jn^ 



iftatt M% hot>es itrtive^ his ifrolpeSft brighter, his 
^6iMdn vantAes, axrd the aljpfeft rf ev<ity ohfeit' 
U changafl to rfit eye ofi his enliv6fled iinag&m. 
Tton. 

• w Perfiaps you will alledg€, Aat ntint hid dlreft- 
ed th« t>etx<;il, in the piece I have jtift been dra-w- 
Ihg. Ala? ! no ; fexperience traced the outlhte^ 
and Truth Arilhed the piacre.' 

** Three days of thick fog have fo altered my 
tenapet, thatlani perAiaded the itlfnccefs 6f Sir 
William's foit has been occafioned by hh mkkifij 
fove to me in the month cf Novanber. — ^Mine fdt 
yon, Louifai is fited* beyond the teach et every 
thing, except the chilling ftoft of indifference j and 
1 dare venture to afilifm, >»ill IcnoVT- no change from 
ihttes or fcafbns 5 bttt glow with as eqtial and fei^- 
itent a heat, amidft tne fnows of !D*ceniber, as ih 
Ac ftthry dog-days Adien. 

CfiAftLOTtfi ViLLifcRS/* 



3ffc LOi^ GinHotf^ Ftlliert. 

**^OVK cottviafion, my dear friend, infenfibly co- 
ihcides with our inclination* You have taught me 
to believe that my letters give you pleafure : I am 
Wo happy in being able to do fo, not to embrace 
every occafion of addreffing you. The praifes I 
beftow on you, my dear Lady Charlotte, are from 
the heart 5— you ztt fufficiently acquainted with its 
genuine language, to give credit to tjiis aflertion ; 
*nd fhtely would not wilt me either to difguift. 91^ 

flipprcfs its di<!tates, When writing to you*. 
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** 1 cannot agree, with you, * that in praifing yoB, 
I am lavifhing encomiums on.myfelf.' You forget- 
that we always incline to contemn what we. already 
enjoy, and admire what we do not pofTefs. — I mnSL 
not, however, be perverfe, or attempt to impofe 
on you by my fophiftry. However this may hold 
vnth refpeft to the goods of fortune, it doe^ not ap.- 
ply to the gifts of nature. It is confeiTed, we are 
all fufficiently diipofed. to over-value, our mentaJ 
qualifications. 

** Do not be afraid to fcold roe, whenever you 
think I require fuch difcipline. Though you have 
heard me confefs, that I. would iiiffer extreme pain 
on being told, my faults by a petfbn I loved, from 
the dread of forfeiting their efteem, this is impar- 
donable weaknefs. What friend exge<^s to find us 
perfe<^ ? — and who is.fo proper to correct, fo likely 
to reform us, as thofe we love ? — Let me conjure 
you, then, my dear Lady Charlotte, to tell me ca^ 
didly whenever you fee me fall into any error ; that . 
I may prove, by my eagiemefs to amend it, how de- 
iirous I am of becoming sill you wifb me to be, 

** Nothing, L am perfuadedy is fo fatal, either to * 
the interefts of love or friendihip, as thofe little 
difgufts which take their rife. from trifles, but which, 
hy alarming the delicacy, and wounding the pride 
of afFeflicn, by being often renewed, increafe infen- 
fibly to coldnefs, indifference, di£Iike....nay^ averfion 
itfclf We ought not to expe6t perFedfon ; but^ 
in all connexions of the heart, we ought carer 
fully to avoid giving pain by difcoverihg our own 
imperfedioxw. 

'^* I indrety agree with my friend; in thinking 
the obfervance of tlie IciTer morals highly requifitg 



m.fuch conaeftions.. Bxit, if a.vcryituce* attcptioa 
to thefe bqcome neccilary, will not this occaQon 
reilraint I and does not reftraint, like a fecret pol* 
fon, impair the very vitals of friendihip ?-— — Me* 
thinks, along .with that fearfulnefs of offendinfi^^ 
which flows from goodnefa of heart, there Ihould 
be an equal ayerfion tp taking offence., Indeed, if 
we are at.. |)ains. to examine our own minds» we 
fhall find, that fecurity o£ meeting with indulgence^ 
is the firft thing that prompts to unbounded con- 
fidence,, ' 

. " We are at prefent on a viiitat Lord Salifbury's ^ 
one. of ,tbe nobleft and moft extenilve eflates in th^ 
country. But tliere is an air of fuUen and folitar^ 

frandeur about it, that depreiTes the fpirits, and 
iflatisfies the 'heart.--*How unlike the cheerful^ 
hofpitable Caftle of HaJdings ! . 

" The houfes of five gentlemen in this neighbour^ 
hood are defolate and tenantlefs, and their eftates 
jCwallowed up in that of. Lord- Salilbury. TWs crueJ 
.depopulation deprives him and his family, of the 
moil e/Tential bleffing.of life....an agreeable fociety. 
-»— Ah ! if to be feared, difiiked> deferted...af to 
jjoffefs a palace whofe. apartments are uninhabited, 
a territory where one can never hope to meet * the 
human face divine'... .if this is to be rich and greats 
scuy heajen preferve from wealth. and grandeur.; 

Your, 

Louisa Seymour..? 

4 

To Lord Hiifiingu 

*^I HAVE often thought, my dear Henry, that 
there i&.not a.pipre. furgriiing piiacigle in the mai 



€f hktbi^tAtithAihf irliieb he H hd on fWntt ^ 
«b dft^, in ptarhth df A MMt^, *MrhM$ iiv the cali^- 
IkniT xfl ftStSkfRf &e wiH acknowledge to be tmatv 
tthtabte i^hilft on caith.—Dcfpifing tBe bleflmgi 
iA^h tht? pWfeiit oftrs ta hli emoynieftt, he refti 
jfl Ws h^s upon die ftrctffd.. Yet, alasri trtiat 
ife«fe can he kttow of the faturei tftan dwtt it -mlt 
itefeitftile the paft, i%1ijeh Ba^ ajread^^ deceived, and^ 
gtieftfttOf dmppdinted him t 

** Mankind, in their eager pnrTuit after happHieft^. 
overlook the means of obtaining it ; for this eager- 
ti^fsi, leathig diem no leifhre to ftirm jttft tiotions 
etmcttamg the itiitiXre of thdi- chief gOadi hurries 
ihetti into a thotifknd wfid dnd e3(trava:g:ant Ahemes,. 
iflrfblttely defttudHtc of It.. By fw5h men, happt 
HdV ii Bdietcd' tcr doitfift ill a quick fncceffi<m ^ 
rapturous enjoyments, trhete etety defire obtains itt> 
completion, and every purihit is crowned with fuc— 

** IXoW^ k H ctidetrt, that ftdi feltdty t» abfc- 
ferteiy itiiSompatibfc t^itb otx purfent ftatt; trf rfffti- 
fline, whetc pldttty ?^ the *ult of toll,..;.iteihh the. 
effefl: df tei»ipertcn<:e,-..fdS: the retrsoti of latbout,.... 
Jttid pteaftlfe tJfe coitcoittitJttit of p Ai 5 — #here vifRie . 
ittttft be tHed by atf^erfity , and the charaftcr fotm- 
^ by freqtttot adte 6f fbttftude and felf-dtni«d. 

*' Ihtt, fti^tter; iftaitkhid'erf. In vikxh^ to par- 
ticular fituations and cifctimftsuices, the idea of at 
qtraKty t^h tdhlts from the exerdfe of worthy 
and generous affedtions, and the harmony of a. 
pious and well-reg^dlll«t Amd. 

^ Tht feme bbjdAs du ftcrt aftA any two df the 



fmofis and contemplatiye find their diief enjoy* 
jp!ieiit/in:.the. retired .iivalks of life, in ejcploring tha 
tr^ures of fcience,. and contemplating the beauti* 
fill and fublime of nature, — ^To the young and gay, 
fociety' affords' a Variety of pleasures ; the indolent 
find their' s inf^fe, andtijte a^ive in bufinefs.   
How vain is it then to affirm, that happinefs refults 
^m a fortunate combination of eictejnal circumr 
fiancesy when wp fee, that ii.i]fi^ft.vary witli every 
different mode of fituation> .cmlKution, and taffe. 

. ** Let us try. tiien, by fo^ening juft notions of our 
prefent flate, to determine what muft confti^ut^ 
our greateff happinefs : Let us confider burfelves 
9» placed here, not long to fuffer, or en^quifitely to 
€njpy. ; but hj< properly maintaining our allotted 
part, to pisepare ouifelv^s fetr futuife enjoyment* 

I •** Obje<^s of.higb gratifica^tion spri^ raxie, and dif* 
ficult to be aiG^uired ; and our anguifh^ when de- 
priy^d of them^ njuft eyer be proportionable to the 
tranfport they have s^ord^d us. Objje<3$ of con^ 
placency and fatisfa<flion are always within reach 
of a benevqlent . and well-regulated. ?niii|i ; and 
when Pxovidence demands them from us, we can 
l!^§gn: thena,! without that poignant regret which, 
incapacitates the foul for the enjoyment of fuch as 
remain. 

" Let us then endeavour, by habituating our- 
felves to befatisfied with filch temperate pleafures 
.as are ea^ly attained, 5?ind fuited to our prefent cir- 
cumftances, to cultivate that healthful cheerfulijeft 
and equality of temper, which diijpofes us to view 
Ae beft fide of life, which gives a zeftto all its in-^ 
»Q<;ent. ple^vre^, and yfhicji.w^^ cjin ney^r kjxctw 



indry blift> tmd fbrfek fttbfiancfad pead^ in v^ik^ 

** Yw f^ UK, diat *' bad imitk hi» » timai«» 
mfltttftce, ffttn cm the gCMfo^ oinmr <}f Ihv lUeU 
vibe." Rt^sttmber, my dbar Ht^figc^ it ir th« |ie» 

Hdt ^ty to bet iridi t^ llttk fallm <^ paiffioti Md 
p^t^vlOiME^ to Wh^k a41.«f httttiiid kbid itx^ lto%lM^. 
but, with fupcTior delicacy, to ileal from us our vex*»> 
aiiik>ns aiid kK|\ii«tud^ wHbt^t l^fttitog «» {MtcdTdt 
ttet dley eiUb. 

t4i^ l^lc« "^tif mh mtd p^ but aflb»e« »e fiiK liaa. 

uo ^6fiif Wt^ W^ hti^ bfMik gbklg > t?<Mlni^ «C 

vifits, which, I hope, will amufe her ; fhe is too 
tiiouglnful titid. ftudl^lKH tec 4l^^T« lom^le.. She 
joins yoitu- asother etid n^e, In wifiies fb« your fdievf^, 
and regi»t«fr Ibr y^ur al^n<$e> wlii«^ lki«i« to 1m mii 
hf nil, bit! by sone Mor« thaii 

Vncif fbsMBy tib^iOftate #ath«i^ 



r* M//s Seymour... 

-^« THE elock ftrikeft el«v«t4-dne hmit y^ 
rfefnaind at t%t& depanitvg y««r i let it be aik'hocHr of 
fdemn reAeAion f kt it bt. dtvoted t^ niy fi-i«iid 1 

« H6W like a cortfafed «Ad troubled ^beaitt) d^ 
Die kit twelve mottdks appear ^^Afar L^^^ I w^d 



Wfrlflt^sf%m*iljtf ^mbcM'h^ar avay -^di flxcm out 
vain inquietudes and.'£niul ■forroHCii l-«^Wha cxs 
look back on the paft, without felf-reproacb, or an- 
tidparte the et^aii^ fbtitrey 'widntit timid appfre- 
Itcsiikfii I'  ' 

- <^ M?y^ ^c3Bb€t een^xkivce ki the drrtcie ^oodnefk, 
^^ch vm haein. £3 olten eiperteKced» and in the di« 
iKree tf9i£ii0R2y wMcli we pvofois t» 'vencralic^ ^e€ 
4ver7' anxious wxih asad tarkmhst emociaa of' out 
§nA&f aTfid. pn&ne them in that ftafie ol* ekeei&tl 
imtrityv ^^FhLch phBloTophy vainly labotorQ^ to inttsoi 
^kiuce: tnt0: tii^ r^Mefs heaai of aaan« 

** It was With much reajfibn^ my Loaf&« that I 
urged you, whilft young> to extend the circle of 
5N}aT amfeaiile cenne^Hons, When* any of thefe 
ire difibbred in afterwlifjey the. foul rel^olts from the 
idea of entering into new alliances^ or of iufSsring 
^e tender, enthufiaftic attachments of youth to be 
liscceeded by the duU^ §rigid^ cautious conne<£tions 
«f intereft or prudeECe. 

** llje fate of the gcndt Coa&aacc, is a mdza* 
choly proof of the danger of retting all our hopes 
on one objecft, and deriving all our pleafures from 
<me fourcre.ii4— »¥ou know, iome time Bflfoce your ar- 
rival bit France, fhe loft her amiable and only fkiend* 
Accuftomed from childhoiod to a daily interchange 
%£ kind offices, and boundjcfs a&iSion,. the death 
of Agnes not only robbed her of all her enjoyment, 
hut even deprived her of power to enjoy. After 
¥ainl7 Amg^ing,, m. obedience to duty^ to recoTer 
%ho vigour m, her exhaufted mind^ in the tumult of 
llie wofdd, fhe was permitted to retire frocm it^ and 
to follow, her indinatiottt isk &avang to moderatet 
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ki the quiet oF redrement, that <leep*rooted {oTr6^ 
which death alone could cure. 

' ** I well remember,, the firft time you faw the 
filent, dejeded mourner, you remarked, that there 
was fomething m hervery look and manner, which 
ftrongly indicated her neamefs to heaven — a purity, 
a fenfihiiity» an abftra<aion, which convinced one 
ihe would not long be a fojoamer in this vale of 
teaT%-*^ — Accotdiagly,' ihe has bidden sen eternal 
adieu to it, andjl trail, is again afibciated with her 
kindred fpirit, in the realms of light, Tuid trutli^ 
and love, where their fervices Ihall know no inters 
ruption, and their felicicy no end. 

- ** The wonderful affedion whith united the very 
fouls of thefe friends, was allowed, I fear, to exceed 
the bounds prefcribed by reafpn and duty. It was 
fuch a copious 'and overflowing tide, as laid wafte,* 
or fwallowed upinite courfe, many of tlio^ kind 
and lefler benevolences due to fociety ; whofe four* 
ces, perhaps, remained in their hearts, but whofe 
Yearns were not fuiEciendy divided through thfeir 
lives. 1 

i .  ,' ".  • • > 

. f* The gentle - Conffcance has fallen a viiftlm to 
th^ indulgence lof that exquifite fenfibility, fo footh- 
mg and flattering to young minds, and which- a 
thoufand circumftances, in this region of forrowsy 
are ever at hand to cheriiQi. From the natural del- 
icacy of her conftitution, on which her mind has 
doubtlefs had a powerful influeaace, her peace, her 
health, even her life, has been facrificed to this' de-' 
lightful, but fatal tendemefs. With this nerrouf* 
nefs of foul, it was impoffible for her to tafte of 
happinefs in a world where vice is fo prevalent, and 



IfiisfoitDHie £o irremcdiabk.^^'nie miferies ©f htt- 
ttian liife were to her an iii&rniountable obftacle to 
cte enjoymcsit of its bleffitigs :' And niile& her 
tiknds' G('uld hare Irome to &e hev become licA 
«aniable and interdlmg^ they never cotild liope t» 
behold iiet move happy .--^Jomed tx> this endearhtt 
m^a^xi^CSf QBtsRimQt pofle&d a temper fo rtftrvtSl, 
t^at maili)^ mUkook £6t pride what was die effe^ of 
•dfiiden^e ^ae. Henee Ae was lefs generally beu 
lonred thflffi many who were her hrfetiors m evwf 
Mslity, bvt ^at uareferv^tiefs, '^^ich ts as oftm 
4tte ^Sifea «f a weak a«id imemperate imwl, ea of m 
^nm^nxi and genema^ hearfk 

'' SiKh t^as ConAaiK^e ! So HI fittcki for thh 
^wocld, ft> de&tyos of ano^ery ihotil<i thofe vAi6 
loved her regret her early efcape ftcm this dark 
yegioii of fhadows ? And *9rhM, tkne, M^ n fiteiR 
thtef, id daily ptlfering from (mt Ikdt bcmd of eonn^ 
forts, iho)^ we, ikiy Loui!&r wift ta Ihiger hlife 
till he ha» ftobbed us of alH - i 

I 
« It is tie'tttttntal efeA et gsM, to ti«Mfige tfffe 
l&ilBd, and rewi^r vas fuperftitious : Were I to^ii*. 
dulge the piNei^ent faggei^oiM of Tnitvey I would b^ 
lieve# thieyt i was nx^t long to {brvive my frkmd*--^ 
This, my IiOtt^a, is a footliing, b^t a very felf% 
idea. When I know that my life is the objeft of 
your prayel^ff and wiifl^s, odght not this confid^m- 
tion to give it value in my eyes ? — It (hall, my 
Jove J and if Heaven is pfeafed to prolong h:, I will 
yet indulge fht pkafmg hope ef ^ce mcm^e ens* 
i^mckig my Mtni. 

r 
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» 

« I THINK I told yon lately, Louifa, tlmt ««* 
irimony was become epidemical here. They are 
refolved not only to have me married, but in love 
too l-^Was ever any thing fo mireafonable ?— My 
father dined yeflerday at the French amfaa^adc^s, 
Iwhcre he was introduced to the young EarJ ofLeif- 
ter, who is juft returned from the grand tour ; ele- 
gant, polite, handfome, rich ; and, if I may credit 
the Marquis, he has coUeded all the improvements, 
graces, and accomplifhments, that ever were afqiu* 
red by travelling, and brought them home in a bun- 
dle, for the good of his countrymen. I hope he 
.will have the charity to beflow fomc of them on bis 
fellow^peers, who, if want forms a claim, may fure- 
ly make large demands on his bounty. Perhaps, in 
jretum, they may teach him one fcience, of whtch* 
with all his acquirements, he may be dill ignorant ; 
1 mean— cookery. I have heard a member of par- 
liament defcant more learnedly on a receipt for a 
pafty, than he could have done on the bill of rights ; 
And lately ate a beef-jfteak dre£red by a peer, which 
the Grand Monarque's cook needed not to be asham- 
ed of. Confidering the (hortnefs of human life, if 
a man arrive at pOTe^on in one art, it is all that 
can reasonably be expe^ed. It would really be 
unconfcionable to fuppofe that Lord Dale muft be 
both a firft-iate cook and a pillar of the ftate. 

** Tell me, Louifa, my dear, ferious girl, how is 
all going on at the Caftle ? Doubtlds in the hme 
dull, unvarying round of rational enjoyment and 
domeftic duty. Ah ! my friend, to minds like 
your's, thefe may be fatisfaftory ; but my pleafures 
muft have a higher flavoui^ a more poignant relifh^ 



h 



I 



the exquifite zeft of dear Tariety. Tell me hon- 
eftly, Louifa, do you nercr cnrj me the poffcf- 
M<m of fuch I 

. « My father is gone to the play : I had devoted 
this -whole evening to you ; was in the very humour 
for addreiSng you in the ftyle you love, ferious, 
iententiousy smd fentimental ; when a fervant came 
to inform mc, that Mr. Danvers, a gentleman my 
father had invited to fupper, was in ue parlour. 

" It was but juft eight — ftrangors to each other* 
the profpeft was difmal. We canvafled the aflPairs 
of ftate^ and amufements of the feafony till we found 
We had worn both fubje<5ls thread-bare : We ya-^^- 
ed, we fidgeted, we ipoke, we were filent, and my 
chagrin and vexation increafed every moment ;-— 
fome fulky hints were dropped of letters to write-— 
of the tedious length of the play, &c. 8cc. Ah, 
Louifa ! was this like your friend ? — I felt that it 
was not t 

** This is a Aranger^whiipered Hospitality. — ^What 
injury has he done you ? demanded Juftice. — He 
knows not that he has offended, faid Confcience.-:— 
He would not have treated you unkindly, fighed 
that Charity which fuffereth long, and is patient.-^— 
There was no refifting this plea : My blood took a 
* moral flow,' and covered my cheek with blufhes | 
I fummoned every perverfe particle that had foured 
the milk of human kindnefs in my breaft,^ and exer- 
ciied them with fuch fury, as, I truft, will for ever 
prevent thefe diabolians from returning. 

. " The pure fpirit of benevolence now took poflef*- 
fion of mj hearty and rendered me fo docile, that I 



6% vg3tMmnin» ¥nm»Mi 

a«e(9npfm}cd.the. ftrao^ger to Grand C^^ withei^ 
One fymptpiQi pf £%%uiB. Qr inattention ; — ^which \ 
fipincy is more than you can fay, after }$^qg tbU 
long letter : — Therefore, adieu. 

CkARVOTTE VlLLlERS.**^ 

" I yM«x£|PAT£ fincerefy^ my <iear X>j»df Charv« 
t6tte, in everytlltng^ which contributes to your en-. 
jOytn^nt ; but cana9)^..envy yoi). ti^s po&Spn of 
plbafures which I ne^r could rdilh* Surely 
Heaven hsu ajime^^ed to thc>& that are jQmjpl^ andt 
natural, a chann unkapwn to the yotarws ot luxury 
^d &l£e refi^emcnti 

. <' Friendfli{p« neficSknii dsyotaoii»asd: retirfimooti. 
fftpply real ei^oyment tp a temperate n^ind ; hut 
the manners^ and> far mcxre, the vices of the world* 
wear off the keen edge of that delicate feAi]hiUt]|p- 
which is the general organ by which all exquiiite. 
pkafnre 19 coavisyed. to tl^e £oii» 

« It IS the misfintune of young wamm ia partic?^ 
ular, vfhQ arc trained in ^ gay world, to hav«. 
Aeir native abhorrence of vice iufcnfibly kffened^ by^ 
lieing familiariihd to it, and hearing many tbiugs 
talked of there with eafc, which they ought never 
to think (^ but with horror. In pardcular, they 
ihould be left in ignoraiice, both of the licentious 
SGianners of men, and the pernicious and libertine^ 
principles on which they pretend to vindicate them. 
To ma^e girls acquainted with fuch» is like placing 
dge-tools iu the hands of a child, with whicli* 
tirivible to ufe them, it will certainly deilroj itfeUk 
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t 

** Such, in my opinion, ought to be the purity of I 

the female mind, that a virtuous woman would feel 
feerielf criminal, in thinking of what a vicious man 
will not fcruple to a<a. 

" But, my dear Lady Charlotte, though I do 
not (hare in your turbulent pleafures, think not that 
I am without your loved variety. In the courie of 
eight weeks, we have vifited as many neighbouring 
families, fome of whom would afford fubjeds fui^fl 
exa«5lly to your lively pen. We are at prefent at 
'Squire Randall's, who, to all his other pradices, 
adds that of phyfic : he compounds an eye-water>. 
in particular, which was never once known to fail,, 
though its qualities are dire<5lly oppofitc to Lethe's, 
as it fmarts the patient too feverely to let him forget 
his care.  ' It grieves me to fee fo many caries 
and fo much white meat, beftowed by the good 
lady on a parcel of fenfelefs, forry cats. H^yen. 
ieems to have endowed all its creatures with a cer- 
tain portion of affedtion, which mufl be expended. ;. 
Some laviih it on deferring, fome on unworthy ob-^ 
jeds. A dog, SL cat, a man, or a monkey, ufually 
engro/Tes the hearts of our fex ; — ^pleafure, 'intereft> 
ambition, are the idols to which the other facrifice. 
Which of us makes the wifeft choice, I leave you to , 
determine-r 

** You tell me, " you can^ have no conception of 

a heaven without the fociety of your friends/' 

Perhaps, by the time you have known fome of them 
ten years, you may alter your opinion. Meantime, 
as we are left in ignorance of celeftial enjoyments, 
I think you have as good a right as your neighbours, 
to form an clyfium to your mind ; and, perhaps,, 
may be as near the truth, as thofe fublime theolc* 



^6 i»rv.^t9^m6 kiytoitih§. 

giftsj "wiio giVeiis as minut<$ a li^firH^oa df p>arftd{fe 
as if they had juft returned from tkence. 

** My dear Lady Charlotte^ I have a&ed yott 
twenty times, without receiving "an ^st^^nx^ When 
^o you think of returning to the country \ — ^I be- 

fin to have no (feall Jealc^iy of Lord Leifter.-: — 
Foiild my heart i*«te as light as your head> aitA 
your ab/ence as /hort as your memory /— -Adieti.— 
In all fituations and humours, ccmti^u^ to reinent-- 
"ber your truly affie6tkmate 



Tb Lord Httfinigs*. > 

«« 1 9RAME 4n y6ur pleaftees, Ifty dear Hcnrf*. 
• Whflft wandering wi& a tender and r4V«i:«6atial mel- 
ancholy, through ftenes for ever hidloWed by lite 
elfbrts of genius, valour, and virtue. T6 ' ts^ettd 
thofe paths where every foot is claffic ground, can- 
tiot fall to Jnlpire a mind Inkt ycnxt^h With thoft Ib6- 
ISme ideas, and falemn reflfeAfon$, Which are aidnr 
to tjldfe exited l^rits we then admire \ and whi<!fi 
"by freely colntnutncatitigj you give pi44e> Es well 
'-as joy, to the heaft t)f yo^ir'^ther. 

** What you tell me of the miferable fate of Tal- 
bot ftiocks itie beyond trieafute. How fliort, how 
' fiiameful has been his cai^r ! how guilty, hoW 
dreadful its dofe \ — Wliat a ntelftncfeoly proof does 
he exhibit of the ftitjd effWte <^ early and vicious. 
%abits. 

« Though pjrffion is a violent: andlttfotent maflfer* 
It will fonrctiineS relatof its ftirmt^ % b«t haiiiHs 



ftti obduittte and t elendeis tynistt that liolda ike- 
mind enflav^dtio cruel and perpetual bondage. 

** Befides tte unbounded indulgence of criminal 
prbpenfittefi, asiother eaufe has coptributed to the 
ruii» of the wretched Talbot. You know his mind^ 
^BftturaUf a^vft and in^trmgt was early poifoned 
hf tke maxmtfi of tnodem. philo&p}if and icepli- 
-eifki* Surely man, are not aware of ttee con&quexK 
cesy when they publi(h di^ir libertine opinions to 
the world. They ufuaUy claim the title of moral 
%itfi^ • bvBt what can be more immoir^ liian fuch 
eondu^ I Their metaphyitoal iiiib«erfugefi» and fo« 
phiftkal arguments, are only ealcubted to lull ilak 
-voice Off comcience) and g^ve foope tao every iawle(& 
appetite to tyvai^ie with inipunity.» Meanwinkt 
the unhappy irulgar» xi^frtv^d sixhtjof ability and 
leifure for refleftiony and prone to indulge to the 
Aeme ecee^d^y imp^hly acqniefce in dhe opinions, 
'aBd eagerly fellow the esanspk- of iheir fiiperiofs^ 
What nievM we tluid^ of the mpm who ediid 
fi»teh ft6m the finbing^inariney, .the plank xm vhidi 
his laft hope depended ? — InhumaUy far more inlm- 
man is he, who, in midft of the dangers which 
continually Amreund ^vtn* can- vab ols :or liiat hope 
which k the anchor of the ibul, and ^noge ms in 
^e perpleshy of <lb«^ and horror a£ de^air. 



** The bulk of our f^eoiet, my dear Hinity,. 
ploy themfeWes, not in abftrai^ fpoculatian, bntni 
concerting {chemes^^ of pleafure and emohiment : 
they affix the idea of happme^ to the poieflion of 
certain favourite obje<^ and eiipeA, vntii impa- 
tience the hour that IhaJl enfure their felicity, by 
the eompletion of th€lr wtflMss 4 ijiat hmr arrives ; 
hnti alas 4 k Jurngs^oidf 4iiMinifr and j^66ifg)M^ 



TH INTERESTIKO llEMOIItS; 

aicnt* Again they mdulge the iame fond Hopds> 
again renew the unfuccefsful chace, ttUt tired aft 
length of their vain purfuits, they refign themfelves, 
in old a^e, to peeviih difcontent, and» wi&out hope, 
or comfort^ drop unlamented in the grave. 

** How different is the conrfe of that man, whofe* 
condudl is regulated by true wifdom — who cpn/i<£- 
ers this life in connexion with the next— who modi- 
erates his defires, and preferves the powers of his 
mind in equal balance 1 . . * H is wifhes can nev^ 
er be difappolnted,. becanCe the. obje^ of them ic^ 
imnmtable ;. his fchemes can never be fruftratedt 
hecauie they are built oii the foundation of truth ; 
and' time, which accelerates the deilruAion of aU 
tlungs mortaU fpeeds on the hour of hia fafetj^ ht^ 
triumph^ his everlafting joy.! 

<< We are. once more returned to the Caftk, wkk* 
diat fweet iatisfadion which home affords to tfaoft- 
who. are happy in their domeftic connexions) asnL. 
endowed by heaven wiih the true nelifh for happi^- 
neis. 

*^ We. have: found aU your favourites in healthy 
and wanting you, beftow on them the Idndnefs due 
to their maflen I ride Sorrel with much pleafttse 
during the fine weather. Old Cato, in imperial 
ftate and eafe» refts on a cufliioa, by the fide of the 
fine, in your mother's dreifing room ;-*-^'and little 
Phyllis is fed every day by the fair hand of Mifs 
Seymour, whom fhe gratefully careflesi and attends 
iL all her ibUtary rambles. 

. ^ FareweU my beloved fon ;«-«may the Supreme 
Bifsoftr of all events render the jpumey of: lj£e 



Your sife4k9KiaKs fetjuri 



7b ifcf^ SeymouTk 

<* I hwm btitn in t&e m<»ft dtlighxfvd hiwtj tbfifk 
d^t d9Y$ pafty making prq)aradons foe my firA 
99ipc^Tmcc flUK court. Aocording^j I wa3 pixfeaiftd 
l^fterday, %n4 juft as I was retwwig to th« boCf 
teasi of the eir de, to avoid thoie f(»i|tim(ing tj^ 
ibM w«re tiirntd on. me from araiy i^ttarosf, txua# 
cw^ountercd the mtA hrHkiog figwe I 0V!er b«l»fld4 
c—l could b« at iu> lo& v^itfa negard to tbfs periB^ 
iri«» vaa. ap, othcar dian the £i^l of httRmr hk^ 
&l£-^He ha4 waitssd a few mmutes ait the love^* 
fpd of the room* till the ceremony of my introduce 
tion was.'OTer» aad then -oicnt tlo^ough. tibe famft 
himfelfy wxth a gi^ee anui <ligmty tbat di«w npMi. 
him a numtber (» encomiums, and ifaewed that b^ 
uras familiar ia the courts of piinces. 

" He was receired Tery gracioufly by the fove- 
reigtty who convesfed with htm for fcTeral minutes ; 
— «he then paid his compliments in the politeft man^ 
aer to my father, wIk) brought him rounds and 

prefented him to me. 1 know not what was the 

matter^ Loxiifa. ; but I felt mjrfelF for more embar* 
raiTed wi^h his> noticei that that of his Majefty*. 



f4 mTEREsfiiro hnsiiomar; 

' •• We are to fop together Ab e^eta&g at '^ 
Duke of Marlborough's : I fliali then be aMe to uU 
yoa a little more of mj mind. If his intelledbs hear 
any proportion to his form and manners, I am un- 
done l-~But as I cannot be in love with a fool, and 
he is an earl^ I have two chances in favour of my 
freedom. 

a 

'*Se our ikgCf philofbphical friend has got sl fon I 
«*-Poor little urchin* it has made 4ts appearance too 
foon in the woild, an^ 1 fear will hardly have fair 
play for continuing in it. I fuppofe, by this timet 
Its learned father, in the fublimity of metaphyiical 
Xiadnefs, is hufled in inveftigating the caufe of its 
firft fquall, exploring the number of its innate idesLSf 
analifmg the m^k with which it is nourifhed, cor- 
reAtng its prOpenfities, thwarting its defires, andi 
br grieving its nurfe, provoking its aunts, and per- 

Elexlng its- mother, is^ cenverting the joyful grato- 
itions of the whole female goffips, into fuUen mur* 
murs, difcontent, and difappoiiitment.-— Were I 
his wife, I (hofald conlent to bis amuilng himfelfin 
fds ftady With plans ef 'education, as abfurd and 
tmpradkicable as any of thofe with which vanity 
and ignorance have peilered mankind ; — ^but would 
forely contend for the exclulive poi&fiion of my 
little treafure daring the firft year, when an infknt 
is confeffedly the moft improper of all fubje<5ts for* 
whim to try experiments upon. 

> 

«* After experiencing the warmth of June in the 
end of February, the cold of laft week has been 
intolerably fevere, and has occaiioned umverfal 
murmuTs. — ^Thus, when the cold blafts of mis£br. 
tunc aflail us, we forget the days of funfliine we hav« 



^i^jed^^vmd conyeit tl^^ift bcwnty of 9^ea«ea»in!* 
m ineans of fcyereafing' our preient difcQiiteiits. . , . ) 

-*« You fcey Loui&9 it is poflible for a fine, lady 
fiunetimes to be &rious. 

» 
" Be afTured, in every fituation» circuflaftan^c^ 
and humour, you are remembered, efteemed, and 
beloved, by *' 

Your 

CHARI.OTT& VlLLXEM**^ 



* 

" INDEED, my dear Lady Charlotte, I am in- 
•clined to echo your opinion.— Yes, your fate i^ de- 
termined, and " Lord Leifter is the .man." — ^A 
iriend of Lord Granville, who met with him abroad, 
Jbas given me his charadkr in terms that might 
footh even the partial ear of a miftrefs. — I long to 
hear your's ; as I do not think you are yet fo much 
in love, as to make me difiruft the evidence either 
of your judgment or fenfes. 

'* Lord Granville came into the room fome days 

-ago, with a letter from his fon in his hand, contain- 

^«fig an account of the fhocking fate of Sally's fedu» 

qer, Talbot, with whom Lord Haftings had been 

acquainted at college. Having involved himfelf 

£0 much by every fpecies oS extravagance, that he 

could not any longer continue in England, he bor* 

rowed a eonfiderable Tum from his young friends, 

on pretence of going to take pofleffion of an eftate 

.ta Wales, left him by a relation \ and embarki];ig at 

I^ver, made the beft of his way to Paris.«r-As his 



i te hra idciiktv V ' oon^uif e£ &arft 
era, who fleeced him of every guinea. That era^ 
t^ tm wlucii b« kA his laft &ke, hf vem hAme 
ud wrote a letter to his unhiipirf jatfaer, actempting 
to juftify his condud on the principles of modem 
afideliey. Ha tbenitrith his own bond, put iS end 
•» thxc Ma, wUah |^t had Fondered otnioxiffi]*-!* 

othen, and a burden to hiipJelf. Ah ! inf ftren^ 

what a difmal, what a Ihocking eait I 

'* Ye, whom the love of fame, or ptide of fin* 
gularity, condufls into the difmal labyrinths of 
error, in pity to mankind, remain contented with 
your fancied fuperiority— your boafted difcoveries. 
•Sut lexve them, O leave them, in happy ignorsnce I 
Expofe «ot diem to the perpleiity of doubt, or thi 
«ngui{h of fufpeftfe. Eteprive them not of thofi 
«oi^olatory hopes, oWcure not to them thofe gio 
rioua profpefts, which slone can render life fup. 
portaWe. Cot^der, that with one half of youi 
^cies, the hnpe of t2io futore ii all of good th( 
prcCaat atfbrrf^ — Alas I woniJ you dieii wilh tc 

deprive them of their ^1 ? 

** My dear Lady Ch^lone, ought we to fpcal 
at diftreA, with- whnfe fottew nelt^r guUt nM 
-ftune is mingled f-^— Wlwn we flwd the tear ^^ 
nature « ftwn*lilpo*«r thofe we love, wa feel (ii| 
Tirtfies inovea^, o«- fentiments ennobled, by tM 
^Aerou< fefrew ) — bnt who dare mention the ninii 
-^■^ 'b«t to his lifted fe(iieT,OT rcACW higlhonM 
double hia sngulfliiby eapreflklg oompaffion: 

'ajpff Toe they, who* taaHBl Ae daifawA am 
dty of -tbib tistoBf ^amejir la»p their ejw 




fixed <m that laiid jof reft ta.wbk^ ttxcnidtiasthaik 
-— WIk) nekber. aonoy .thcdr feUow^travelfcrs by tuo^ 
lEJiidii^fs Bor injuAice j but| by a thoufand gentle 
and quie^ atuentionsy ftriYc to lighten their burden^ 
and beguile tb|e length of the way — and who, by 
every new difcovery of human error and frailty, 
learn to be n^ore watchful over theinfeWes, and more 
iadulgeut to the weaknefs of others* — Adisu. . . \ 

J . . , . - 

LouisiL Siymour/* 

• . . " • 

, T'q Lord Haflings* 

** ON going into the library this morning, I 
found your friend, Mifs Seymour, feated there, 
with her favourite Shakefpeare, Whofe Twelfth 
Night fhe was reading ; and whofe touchifig potr 
trait of Viola fhe at prefent refembles more nearly* 

than we could wifh. She his loft much of her 

ilfualiblootning, healthy afpedl, which gives us much 
cfoncern. She is truly a moft amiable jiii<f intelli- 
gent young creature, atid almoft tempts me to diTT 
pUte our feJt's claim to fuperior judgment and abil-, 
ilies. 

** For my part, the more I know of the world, 
e more equality I difcover between the fcxes ; 
it muft' be allowed the otiher have this in their 
our, that widi heaits more fufc<eptible, and judg*^ 
ts le& informed, they are often able, through 
ft^ength of principle alone,- to i^efift^and Con- 
ner thofe paifions, to which .we give unbounded 
licence, in fpite of that fuperior. ftrength of rnihd^ 
by which we pretend to be dii^inguifhed.' • 

" The charaftqriftics of the two-ftt^ are widely, 
different : — to ours belong the bold, hardy> a<fliy« 



iteMs V to dseirs tte p«6i«ht;^ ge«dw^ aiHititek ^h^ 
ofcach n^ 4^iflnd. oa tb«irdi(&ttiil2t«idd I" 

• • •• * 

I ^ Iflle £nnait hearti aif dear Hvtit^ is^tiatats^ 
trader aad tii^bfpiok)iS8'v Md'hutki^mii^^ffMi^ 

the wosldf IffRwanoe «f tft^iasum«f«r vamt}s ^ ^^^ 
lorei often ieads young womai to conftrue into 
xAHakM of 2^ f ardcuiftF preference, thofe little auen^ 
ttons and gsJlatntries, whicli refult from complacen- 
cy and good breeding aldne.«<*-^«t xne advife yon, 
when in company 'with the other fex, to avoid too 
.iliinute complaifance — ^to wrap youtfelf up in you?, 
natural rererye> and rather to appear le& an^able, 
that you atiay prove more truly eftimable.— Woa* 
4er not at this advice ; it flows from oibfetvation asld. 
Igng acquaintance with life. You can hardly con^ 
cuivc the diftrefs in which inaDy women have been ii 

iivvolved by the vanity and inconfideratcnefs of mcu j 

—of men, too, who would fhrink with horror from 
the idea of cruelty, at the very inftant, wien,- by 
their znifleading- and too pointed attentions, they are 
laying the foundation of mifery in thofe gentle bo- 
foms, wtaofe moft; ardent wlfhis thdt happinefs. ^ 



" Your Ql>l0rvatioa is certainly juft ; — our ^f« 
&0t» are always fuper^cial in their inquiries, and 
impetuous in their failies. Rea£»n, on th^ contrary^ 
is accurate and flow. Hence the former <9ften mifc 
bcRi the mind, before the latter arrives tt» dire^ it 
w the right pa^.— *— Miferable ftate of man ! exb 
claims die ca;vii^r x --how ufdkfethat boafted faeul- 
ty ! — too tardy to oppofe our impulfes^ it comes but 
%» Qpbniid us for yid£ng to thesis 



<:■> 



^ ^( 6i9c^ $QOi|E)pUiiitfift howQvten are ^ tlMbtadtf 

ous tendency^ with a promptitude Yrhicb -equdk 
thought in quickncfs. Let us fubmit, then, to the 
"^itioii of ^1 Afeiithfid kij(hii6to]7ir He i$ $]ie AU 
m^y*S'd^g3it»t and therefore Msi didln^s -fmift 
he right. Mankind iB^y indeed wn^ft his iimgv4|rr 
to guilty purposes ; but this does npt difpaiTS^ 
him ; pn the contrary » it is on evidence of hi^ inip 
)i<^?iity.j for if his bba^ionjis meaniag were ntit repzei^ 
henfwe of tJieir vices» they would hardly be at jfii 
rn^gh pai^s to s^nterpret Us ipeeich» 

. ** May we» my fen, evtr liften at^atirely toUa 
gentled remonftra^es-; and a^ fuo)^ apart now 
lu$.fli9iU fecure UU futute apptobadmi.-*—- ^Adieu* 



G)IAlfTII^IiB«^t 



Z<y A^ Si^pnour* 



 ^ r 

^'MY ixjuifa -will undou^erfly be anadous t^ 
Imow fomething more than common import, of a 
man, ^nrho :already intecefts the h«an of her friend^ 
and who diftinguifhes me by a preference equally 
jDbvious and flattering* 

<« Lord Leiftia? ^covers» en-etery '^cafi<»i» t 
£>nn^ judgment and a corre^ taAe ;-^-«a delicittfe 
fcaLfe of propriety*. ^ eonftant^ not too eager defire 
to oblige, arifing fhnn a wifh to make otfaeis happi^. 
rather than to b^ diftingutflled himfeif ; . a refi^sll 
Jmmaaity» a. juft difoemmenty ondy ah&i^ all, a skik 



So IKTERESyW^S MfiMOlRfifL 

icfty fo engaging; and unafluming/ as adds a luftre 
to his otiier good qualities. — Thefe I have ah-eady 
had opportanitf to difcriminate ; and, you may be- 
lieve, am inclined to give him credit for at lead a 
hundred rnore^ 



I * 



**Whilflr we were fitting' 'yefterda7 on one g£ 
the benches in the Park, a genteel yonn^ womsmf 
whofe countenance expre/Ted the' deepeit fbrix)Wj 
approached,' with a little child in her hand, who 
fecmsd extremely fatigued i but on feeing the bench 
occupied, was about to retire. — ^To the unfortunate, 
more than ordinary attention is due.— 1 begged her 
to fit down, and Lord Leifter, with great humani- 
ty, took the fweet little boy on his knee. Good- 
toknners i^v^nted me frotn^ k&ing: any queftibns 
of the affK<fted~ lady, whofe fpirits feemed fo de- 
preJed, that it Wfis with_ difficulty (he could reftraht 
her tears. In a few minutes the child got up, and,, 
Vaking ' Ittild'of her hand, " Come, mamma," faid; 
he, in a cheerful tone, " I am able to walk now — ^let 
us go home to poor papa.*' She. rofe to thank me ;: 
but on attempting to fpeafc,' the angui/h of her heart 
denied her utterance, and fhe burft into a flood of 
tears;— I 'begged to know the caufe of her extreme 
agitation, and affured her I fhould feel myfelf hap- 
py in the power either to afSil or relieve her, 

" She told me, that fhe was neice to Lord H— — ^ 
whom, by marryiig an officer of family but no 
fortune, fhe had for ever difobliged : That her huf- 
band, whofe name was Williams, having received a 
•wound in his breaft, whiclr intirely j-uined his 
health, Was obliged to return to England, where he 
had languxfhed in all the ifiifery which negle<a, pov* 
«rty, ^d difeafe can infii<5l: on a noble and ingen^. 
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nxym fyvk : That flie liad ma^e m^ny applicatic^s^ 
to her tmclc, and their other great fncnds, or rather 
rdatbiis; whio had aot only refnied them afUftanct , 
but, by mfoknce and contcmpti had embittered all 
lh«ir fufferinga. 

<< Gracious HJesten ! » it not ^noug^ to wsAt: 
tiie noble mind feel the whole weight of depeii- 
^dsadce,. by bemg^ferced, with ffaaaie, to implore that 
TeKef which, ought to hp voluntarily beftowed. ? 
Mud Jdie bxaakiag heart be torn with nnktndiief& ? 
Mud unmmted contempt and reproach render the 
cup of gnef, and the bread of mifery, ftiU more 
bitter ?*^^Is it really then, in the eyes of this gener- 
atfoii) a crime to be poor ?-*-Surely, to revile the 
mifortanatey is to reproach that Being by whom the 
lot of every creature is difgofed ! 

** We aonmipanied Mrs. WiHiams to the entry of 
SpriAg-gatilen, where my carriage waited. On 
lianding me in, Lord Leifter begged me to ftop a 
few minutes, whilft, with an attentive humanity 
worthy of himfeV, be carried Mrs. Williams and 
her fi>n into the neighbouring coffee-houfe, and. 
procured thiem ibm^ refreihment. We then iet 
them down near Golden-fqnaie, where Lord Lcif- 
ter affured her, he would foon wait on Captain. 
WiHiams*. 

" It is alledged, that profperity renders us care* 
Ids of the happineisof our fellow-creatures. For 
my part, Louifa, I have ever felt my concern for 
the welfare of others, bear a proportion to my own 
felicity. Nor is this wonderful : Confcious that^. 
for wife ends, Heaven hadi fo conlUtuted mantindy 
that they cannot {b cordially fympathi&. in pur j03[»: 
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as our forrows, we are afraid to forfeit the benew* 
lent regards of our fpecies, hy appearing to triumph 
in that profperity, which places us beyond the reach 
of their good offices. Hence the ftrong propenfitf 
we feel, to aggravate the account of our di&reffes» 
and to touch lightly on thofe peculiar marks of good- 
fortune, by wlSch we may be diftinguifhed. 

" You once told me, that to receive obligation*, 
gave you pain ; which you- attributed^ to the pride 
of your heart. Favours and obligations, my dear 
Louifa, are terms unknown to real friendihip. To 
beftow a favour on a fiicnd, is to confer happinefs 
on one's felf ; and to receive an obligation, is in fome 
meafure to repay it, by fupplying one's friend with 
an opportunity of taflang-the moft refined plcafurc. 

" But .tliough I refpeft too highly every feeling of 
your heart, ever willingly to do violence to any of 
them, it i^rely cannot give you pain tB accept of a 
very fmall gift from one, ^o is ambitious of a very 
large (hare of your cfteem ; and who means not 
this trifle as expreflive of her . regard, but of her 
eameft defire of being Sometimes remembered by 
you, while at a diftance ;— but Ihould I indeed of- 
fend you by my prefent, in your indulgence I will 
trull for my pardon. I flatter ihyfelf too, ^at your 
juflice is equ^l to your clemency ; and, therefore, 
that you will believe me unfeignedly your loving, 
admhing, devoted friend, 

Charlotte ViLLiERst.,** 

To the fame* 

" YOU date your laft letter, « eight o'clock, 
Siiuday evening,'' and malicioufly inquire, ** how- 1 



r 
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.«m employed at that hour V* — ^Fie, fie, LomCsc; 
was this done in the fpirit of chriftian charity ?-» 
Can you haye any doubt about the matter ? But 
left you ibouldy I will honeftly inform you. 

» ** Know then, that at eight o'clock on Sunday 
evening,.! was employed-*-not like you, in faying 
my prayers, or reading dull fermons^ for that I had 
.djipatched already-i — not iafupplying^ the want a£ 
cards by want of compafSon and principle, and, un- 
der pretence of harnailefs conveifation, tearing to 
pieces the reputation of my neighbors — ^not very like 
a faint, nor yet; like a finner — ^not quite like an an- 
gel, nor juft like a devil ; — but, like a being who is a 
• compound of all the four... .a woman : In (Kort, I 
'was employed in trying on. sl charming new cap at 
the glafs, in which I was to meet Lord Leifter next 
morning, to take our accuftomed walk in the Park* 

" Do not thiijk, however, I am altogether neg- 
ledful of my duties and devotions : I have juft 
been reading over the fervice for matrimony, and 
: confidering the matter in a. more fenous light than 
f have ever done before. To love and honour, 
feem very eafy terms in the matrimonial compact, 
but our fex boggle at the fearful word oBey, Now, 
for my part, Louifa, I think the whole difficulty lies 
in the two firft articles : Obedience is the natural 
eSeA of refped and affedkion ; and if we cannot 
obey from love, we muft from fear ; but how few 
are there among the other fez, whom we can fwear 
through life to love ? 

" You accufe me of indolence in not writing ; 
and that which you condemn as a fault, compre^ 
heads I know not how many virtues : Fati^nosi. 
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ZBOrtificattoni and felf^kaiaL— *-Imdeod» my dem^ 
the continual intcrcuptioBft I moet witb» call fonik 
aU thefe iitto exerdfe, vhca they feree me to fore^ 
go one ^ my chief ev^ofmrnti^ 

** For onae» however* I can Teilgn my pen with. 
{ie8£i]«» e¥cm tfaoagh ttiiployed in writing to yoo. 
Would you were ihere, to fhare m the pkafiim: 
whidi thM agoeeaUc imrudtt conveys to the batft 

CiUkftLOTTE Vtl«LI£IL»/^ 

** IT is lon^ fioce I addrefied my iriend*— 4Jiat: 
irieady wbo taies> & teDder an inteir^ m all opty 



** Bad health gives a depreffing languor to the 
nady which indiipcfes it for every^eiertioni 

^ This feaETon* LouMa^ this endbanting fea&tr 
annakesis the- rememfafafioe of due palt^ and renews 
all jof poignant wad deep^cx>ted. iorrows i-r^'It was 
te &aiba Oramitiont adm]t«d<--^it wit^kefled i^ 
ttommencefnent of the tsndereft, tt^aeft affei5Hoif>. 
liiat tres wxurmed two human hcflots. 

^ f fee all nacure revvmag aromid me $ tot to ttie: 
ihe £ml of natnie feems fled. I ftrive to ^eak the. 
Might I ofed to JFsel«<^but ithere is no one to hear 
me ! I wander where we often wandered toge^er 
——I liften for the voice of Grammont-— I marlt 
tile liowers he p]3tnted^*«p*but the hsasA that tended 
lli€9Bi» and the toagua winch bUTed are^ aaeie fiknt 
iaithcdiiii! 
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"' **1 fear, Loutfa, I greatly fear, this idol of my 
affe<^ions has been to me that all in all, iKrhicfc 
the blefled Source of exiftence and perfciflton fhoul4 
alone he to his rational oflFspring. • 

• - r 

" All nature revives, but foon fhall it reach, its 
prime, and haften to. decay.— 'Louiia, the renova- 
tion which awaits us, will tcaid equally; to our dunb* 
tion and felicity. O hatppjy happy ftate / when wc 
ihall be no more liable to error, expofed to danger, 
nor fubje^fc to death Y When we Ihall be perfeft in 
virtue j incorruptible in fubftance, immortal in felio- 
ity! 

• " Oh, Grammont i pure and exalted fpirit ! art 
thou ftill confcious to the fentiments of that heart 
thon lovedft, and which ever^ ever muft love thee ? 
J — Doil- thou witnefa the generous joy of my fouli 
which exults in the refledlion, that thou art for. ever 
exempted from the bitter ibrrows which overwhelm 
mine ? Do(t thoii behold me checking- every felfifh 
regret, ftriving to iupport with courage that life 1 
can no longer enjoy,, confiding in the divine good» 

nefs, and acquiefcing in the divine will ? • 

Surely,- if thdii art confcicms of theie fentiments, 
thou muft approve of them, as worthy of her thou 
lovedft ; and to know that fhe merits thy approba* 
tion, muft enhance to thee even the joys of heaven^ 
J— Didft tiiou, even in the hour of death, ftrive to 
reftore my peace, and fhall I do nothiiig to regain 
it ^ — Is it by my tears alone that I am to prelerve 
«nd confecrate thy memory ?•— — Oh, no 5 I will 
ftrive, by imitating thy virtues, to fhew that- 1 have 
profited by thy example ; that I hop^ ere long to* 
<be admitted to thy beloved fociety^ 



*^My heart fpcab to my friead, and witt:xnt»be 
X'eftrained. This dangerous ful]je& too xaack 9% 
HITofles it. At pcefent I can incite oq ii(> otber«**«* 
therefore adieu. 

Adelaids 0& 3t* Cioix.'* 

' To ih farm. 

** TU'E ^difyrdered kod ^itated iUte in which X 
laft wrote» wa^ but too appa^ut to my friend,*— -rr 
But be xiot difquietod on B^y account—-! ha.Te once 
more re£aix>ed my ufuj^l tranquQlity ; aaftd if I am 
not happy, I am at lead fqrene« 

** When anyt^refirial obje^ k fu£f«r«d to iiikrp 
the whoU dominijon of the heai;t« 'the intelle^u^ 
ceconoxny is 4},tterly der^mged^ and ^^ balance df 
the mind deftroy^d t pal&on pievails over r^on^. 

{rejudice obfq^rcs judgmentt siiid inGlin94<3^ i$ fubp- 
itvi,ked in the place of Qoafcieiq^^ Ought I tho^ 
to confider as a misfortune* the only event whlqb 
cotdd reftore me to my God and oxj di4ty» witho^i 
^ivin|^ me a, feYer^ id^a of his go.vfironaent t, 

«* We fondly flattpr osturfoliRQS that vre h^ive ovor^ 
eoxne the world, bec^ufe, in times of de^p difb:ej&» 
we ftel a perfe<a 'in^ffoTence to its plc^^res and 
purfuits. Butt alas J tho^hour dee&idfiftl'Bailionf 
may a while be.luUed to rel^, th^y will aigain lie- 
awakened by th^ir prqper ot^ds, an4> like a,x|ka« 
fwimming- agaiiuft a (lreai9, we muft eith^ <^]^4gr^ 
gle hard to overcozne its violeincet or be borne back 
by its Qurreut. 

** To fly in tipac of danger |o a fuperior Beii^g^ 
is uot the refujt of reafoning aionci but the immc.-- 
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diatc impulfe of nature. How ought I to blcft 
that kind and pitying Father, who, by making me 
ftel thi^ drtip^nefs of ekrthly eiljOymcrit, is bringing 
me gently back to himfelf ; and who hath jplaced' 
me here in drcumftftnces fo comfortable, as to ex- 
dude that folieitude abotlt the future,* which might 
prevent me from improving the prefent ! Blefled 
be God, though to all, the enjoyment of the jsrefent 
is not 'permitted, yet, by all, the hope of the fbture 
may be indulged. 

' *«Thus it is, my Lonifa, that the tots of mankind, 
however various, are in fiJme degree equal. The 
beneficent Parent of the univerfe hath allotted to all 
his creatures a portion of good ; hath fweetened 
with health the cup of poverty, made plenty the 
reward of induftry, and hope the companion 6f 
toil ; and, by withholding the pleafures of tafte and 
Ibience, hath precluded from the heart of the la-' 
bourermany of thofe reftlcfs defires, difgufts, and 
ihquietudes, which poifon the enjoyment of his 
jiiore refined, but left happy lord. 

** Adieu, my Louifa. I have now no friend to 
l^?en to my complaints ; to fnggeft eicuics for a 
{^afllon too fondly indulged, a forrow too long pro- 
t^^tedi Day aftet day infetifibly comes to a clofe ; 
dne year fteals upon another ; yet a littie while, and* 
time i^lf fhall be iwallowed up in the vaft ocean 
df eternity !— Let us refle<^ on the Ihoitnefs of life, 
stod reiignation will fcarce feem a virtue. — ^Adieu. 

Adelaide de St. Croix/* 



' » 
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To Lady Charlotte P^tUiers, 



•* THE agreeable method you take to corre<Sl 
the errors of your friend, cannot fail to inldie my ref- 
tnrmation. — I accept your elegant prefent with fin- 
xere pleafure, and abjure my former heterodox opin- 
ions ; convinced, that if they were .to become gene- 
Jral, there would be no room, in the world for two 
onoft exalted virtues, generoiity and gratitude. 

*• I am charmed with the adive benevolence of 
liord Leifter ; whLdi, in procuring a pcnlion for 
Captain Williams, will probably excite fome of his 
relations to exert themfelves in behalf of his nume- 
rous young family : fhame often a<5ts more power- 
fully on mankind than principle. 

« 

" Why, oh why do the men of > the world, the 
profefled votaries of pleafure, deny, themfelves the 
CKquifite delight arifing from the indulgence of be- 
nevolence ? Why deftroy, by their exceffes, their 
native relifh of the tender and elegant pleasures 
which flow from the excrci/e of the generous and 
fecial affedtions ?^To a feeling heart, benevolence 
is a fpring of pure and conftant fatisfadion ; nor 
do I know any fcene fo proper for its indulgence 
as the country. In towns and cities, the diftrefles 
c£ our fellow-creatures are fo often the ccnfequence 
of their vices, that, though principle and humanity 
znay induce us to relieve them, we cannot feel for 
them that tender complacency and good-will which 
conftitutes my idea of benevolence. In the coun- 
try, we can both judge of the defert of thofc who 
claim our pity, adjuft our relief to their circumftan- 
ces, and enjoy the refined and exquifite pleaiure 
of feeing the happy fruits oFour beneficence* 



J 



u.^W^tt I mlm«d to ipdbUtt tlmt inddbate itf 
Virhich 76U accufe loe* I jttigbt nfe the cornxMa 
plea of haying nothing to fay ; for at prrfent I am 
a^ m)iebj»r^ltiftK«» if imaulred Mrttkin tOiet'vmUs 
«f a cpiwMt* B«]t iRha.teV(er :9xt& coafcif nor ]B«f 
fff^uir^ fyfm T^Qdmg mtk . die gar .assi .pcdits js 



^.bfi fiknty lf9l»«n we. wjft, heiv In 1^ ^aantaf> 
He ftares me nwJefy ia the face, xdmmvm I at^ 
tempt forming fuch frivolous ercufes for lazmefs ; 
^^n4iB.t. this mofnent is fb inipertincnt ^stto dbmind 
me, that the plea of haying nothiijg jta fiiy^xovltf 
never be admitted on thcvpart of a woman, unlefs 
^Jwn kk diurdji o^. afleep— To fay truth. Lady 
Charlotte, I and cOnfcience are of the fame mind 
for once. It is affirmed of fk>mi bodies, that, by 
Uieir extreme velocity, they expend their force in a 
Omn time .; ^bajt I hmc neiEer heard that a vdinan's 
Uyngm W95 -of that ^umbert-aod, from my -owt 
»bfesvajt«», i Qioaid iaacline to tthink, that ^ in tth» 
in&m»<i, aatrky -and heat ki«nia£e ciptidn. 

r ' . .... 

' *' I iji}ile# my dear irmd, totbinfcon the dijSm 

Whilft you are arranging the ceconomy of your 
^oikt, I Afn viUmg my daiff , or feeding my poul- 
^ly ;-r-j^R*ilft jtm ai-c . hurried in preparing for w 
#<ieiftWy, J ;tf|tL eatelcfdf srandering toftacds n«Tfe% 
<Qttag» t—s^hilft you ane liftemftg with t^twe tp 
^ht wffximg 9fo^, or delicate ^loncerito, I am lieaijks^ 
»i»f to fhe tremoedms roar of the wind, throuiA 
"»^./jJg^ ^es that furround Caftle Haftings ;-_I 
^^^ y W *y^ ^arkl0 a8: l!hp fight rf heaux, belies^ 
f^«^»«^^w> toy 0y^^ are feed qb Ae t^d^ 

imp €f ^^nning iw^iaa yw aw pbiBg»i« im 
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Ae gaieties of this worid, I am almoft fighing afb«r 
Ac peaceful repofe of die ticxt* ' - 

** Thmk not by diis eomporHon, I mean to de- 
ytectate jcmr merit and advance A17 own $ neither 
#f us can claim pndie on accomiti of foGiowing out 
inclination. Let its admire, however, the wifdom 
4f Providence, which, by diverfifying ovar taH:e% 
fxtv€axs many dangerous competitions. 

** Adien } and judge of the extent of my -affec- 
tion by the length of my letter* 

Your 

jLouisa Seyhowr." 

To Mifi Seymour. 

*-jM WELL, Louifai all things go on fwimming- 
ly— I really never faw fo fcnfible and agreeable a 
man as Lord Leift^ 1 his choice is fttfiicient to 
prove the firft, and his eyes tell me every moment 
that he thinks the very fame of me. How fortu- 
ttate it is, Louifa, when two fuch people are of one 
snndi 

«< The world has already deteimitied the match, 
and, though without confent of the parties, you 
jmow one muft pay a due regard to the opinion of 
the world— when it happens to be one's own ; tho* 
in affairs of this nature, it generally decides, before 
the parties themfelves know any thing of the matter. 

« For my part. Lord Leifter fiiall have my yea 
and amen, to uke Lady Chariotte ViUiers, for bet- 
tsn, for worfei as foon a^ he pleafes. She has long 

been a troublcfome and vexatiaui coinpanwa to me ; 
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mid*that I have not fooiier got rid of her^ has hem 
none of mj faulty as all the world can witnefe.-^ 
As I never yet could make her what I wifhed, and 
have litde hopes of a change from tune, I have ad- 
vifed her to turn all her thoughts towards a future 
ftate — (N. B* I do not mean Heaveiv^you caunot 
sniftake me fo far ; neither do I at prefent think of 
purgatory.) — ^And I flatter myfelfy that» when aU 
connexion between her and I fhall ceaie» Lor4 
Leiftcr will find in his wife, a more agreeable com- 
panion, a more docile pupil, a more (incere friendf 
and a more amiable woman, than I have hitherto 
found in Lady Charlotte Villiers. 

'' Heavens^ LouiTa f is it really pofllble that the 

fay> young, beautiful Mifs Stanley is married to 
<ord Anfon ? — ^I muft have' more than newfpaper 
authority, before I can credit fo monftrous, ib pre- 
pofterous an event.— —Affuredly, Louifa, our fcx 
hold it as part of their creed, that marriage is ei^ 
feudal to falvation, and that there is no place in 
Heaven for old maids. 

" That I may not be behind-hand with the world 
in congratulations, I fend you a billet, fabricated iqi 
fuch a manner as will neither do violence to my 
fiiendfhip nor ingenuity ; and beg you -will con* 
vey it to her without delay. 

** Madam f 
** ON this joyful and flngular occafion, permft 
me to join the circle of your friends, in wifliiag 
that your happinefs may be greater than your meritp 
and exceed even your moft fanguine expedation. 

" I have long entertained a high opinion of your 
fenfe and prudence^— an opinion in whicb the whoie 
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form 1^ rea^ aCqnJdcc, now that yon }{a.i^ 
wefemd ytxw imereft to every othor coimclcratioik 
Tou judged rigbtly that foo wju piift fifuen^ tki| 
«g« of romance, and Asrcfore Icve would have 
w«n Aiperfioow in yoor lilt of nnrrla.Ke anidcs. If 
Acre be xaj vinac >n ftlf-deoial and mordficaljos, 
foa Imtc laid b a ftock that «iU laft for life i ^4 
tf tli9 confiiobrne& of vime be its rer^nf, xoi"'' 
•raft be a rich out.— If it can add to happ'mera 
like yow's, to reiga amViiUle4 I ^^ Tcntare to 
^fage, Aat ^ ftDl ham no co>iipcUtDi> fer th4| 
fbSe&aa of yo4r ensure : Your lot \*iU mdeed b« 
lingular, for your felidey Will be niKBvied ) not. 
win even the moft coretoiu or malicious leek to 
Mpnve yoa of it. 

** I Ml) Hbd^Dt «iA all dlftt! TUp«a aad efteeiA, 
Awttf merit, oonrage, snd for^todt Qke youc's, 

Xour Tcry IijimtUe a<imircr. 



. yflulA Mifs de^mow was apiufing bcrfelf with 
£k triend's letter m die pavilion, a.UTv.ant haftily 
', and infonned her, that Lord Granvilla 
idenly taken ill, and his lady beggfed to fee 
nediately in his ai^aitmeat. — Xnuil'a entered, 
im in great agitation, and yas drca^ully 
i, on leeing X>ord GranTille, pale and faint, 
ei in the' arnu of bis aflifted wife, whofs 
lance fufficieocly exprelted the terror and 
i of her iiund. He had conuplained of flclc. 
hilft reading to tier in the library, and im-. 
;ly on Reaching his apartment, feinted away. 
xias pax » bed, Xady Gkanrilla retired a 



few minutes to give vent to thofe tears which flic 
could no longer reftrain, and left Louifa fitting by 
the bed-fide. No fooner was flie gone, than £914 
Granville> opening the curtain, made a motion for 
Louifa to approach : flie did fo ; when, taking hold 
of her hand, which he tenderly preffed between his, 
** My dear Mifs Seymour," faid he, " this is no time 
for ceremony or difguife — Lady Granville's diftrels 
overwhelms me 1 I cannot bear to add to her afflic- 
tion, by telling her the truth. You mud be to her 

a daughter ;, believe me, amiable Louifa, I 

have long loved you as fuch. 1 have feen 

the growing tendemefs of Hailings, and I have 
feen it with pleafure ; — ^you are worthy of each 
other. When he returns to folicit your hand, let 
him be aiTurecl, that his choice met with my warm- 
eft approbation." . 

The variety of ftrong and confliding paffions 
which this difcourfe a\yakened in the bofom of 
Louifa, deprived her for fome time of the power 
of utterance. She knelt by the bed^ and, taking 
Lord Granville's hand, which fhe ki/fed and bathed 
with her tears, " Live, oh live, my Lord," cried 
ihe, " to witnefs and confirm that happinefs you 
have fo generoufly beftowed 1" 

This tender fcene was interrupted by the entrance 
of Lady Giinville, which left Louifa at liberty to 
retire, and compofe the perturbation of her mixid... 

The anguifli of fufpenfe was not added to t&e 

' ezquiiUe forrow of Lady Granville : her huftand 

was feized with another fit ; from which he onij 

recovered fo far, as to pray for blefSngs on her and 

his fon, and tajke a laft, tender £ureweL He thefi^ 

1% 



%tth eqnal fortitude smft )1(fi|;ttatiOft, prepared (^ 
meet his firte ; which foon fucceeded, and depriveA. 
his family and foeietj of a Itfe unfpeakably dear to 
die one, and highly Talaable to the otber- 

Pit>Yidet!ce has wifely c6ttftituted ui m feth &., 
ifiataer, that the tteceflary exetti6ft of the mind, in 
times rf diftrefsy {ktms to fuppott the feeblendSi of 
*e body ;*^bttt when the tmerideik of the fbrtftet- 
is no longer engaged, the peters of the latter fcA 
titterly exhaiifted»--.ThtLs it fered wtlii LaAy Grad- 
ViHe. All the compaffibiiite tendefiiefs and lym- 
padiy of Loniiky Were unable to fuppott her tiAd* 
thei weight of this tinexjpe^d and dreadful blow. 
She fixak for a while into the «io^ deplorable meU 
imcholy ; from^ which fhe wks <mly r crufed by the 
moft painful apprehenfions on account of her foili, 
whom difordered imagination reprefented as invol- 
ved in dangers, languifhing ih Sckitefe, Or (inking 
ttnder the ftroke c^ death. 

' To a niind thus debilitated, it >i^s in tain to b^5j*" 
feiAer the faggeftibns of rtjafon, ^ ihi: ^itfohitioiis 

'of Religion. liouifa ccnltented h'erftlf With teftif|"-- 
fag the fflent forroti^ and kitadj^uwremftting atten- 
tions of friendfhip. — Alas ! hoW feeble ^s rcafon, 
oppofed to feeling ? Neither the conviAion of the. 
•tinderflatiding, htit the dfent of the W5!l'to thewif- 

'*^om and re^tude of'iftifcDivlne dJfJ)cnfktrdns, cah,. 
fot fome tiihe, calm the tefaefs dd^e< -of the heart,, 
fccure its peace, or reftore it when loft. 

- Harrafl^cl {jerpetually with im&ges of horror, arid 

^ffilj)6fcd toieartifor foi^port^ het- laflf ttmsLmmg 

]brop, Lady GranVille felt, that withoht the preTence 

t* tcr foa,' Ae TOuW Afcver c^vojf* '<mc moments 



^akU She therefore wrottf, to aequaint hkn v^th 
bis misfortune, and intreated his immediate retun9> 
that his tendemefs might atleaft aUeyia^ the affile 
tion which his prefence, alone could enable her to 
^pport. 

The letter found him at ftonew. He hdkated 
iK>t a moment about compl]fing with her tequeft^ 
hat, in the mean time, diipatched the follcmng bit- 
iety to inform her of his hsaldi and fafety» and a£^ 
fore her of that refpe^ «itid afiedion whith, he was 

confctous, became doubly duei to a parent in her 

fituation* ^ 



To Latfy GfMtm&. 

— " I WILL not attempt painting, to my ten** 
^erly. beloved parent, that grief, of which her own 
heart will ^ive her but tOO juft an image ; t eVen 
ifear to add to your extrttinc aftkHon^ by the ex- 
^ffions of my own. Thd ^e^fes^ of- m&znotyf 
&e tenderhef^ of fiieildflup ; ^ote all, the totM^ 
Idtfons of religion^ are yoilr's. Let them, d^areft 
Madam, h«lve their tail ifijflttence. • t 

• 

<« In the attentioiis afid ffmp^j pt l4ifi Sef. 
mour, you will doubtlefs ^find all die comfort on 
tilts Oceaiien, whtch the balm- of pity <eiin ji^ttrhito 
the lArotindfi of j^e€ Soon ihill niy Aiteons ^onerfi 
be joined with tier's, to Ibdifb add Aipport/y^il/ii: 
fills mod affiidling x>eriod ;-^!bon ft&U y^ir be co4- 
- tinced, that it is uie ticioft ardent ^tffit^e of tny hceaU 
tnd (hall be die unretnitdiig tody ^ Iby Ule,~t» 
make yott h^ppy. 
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** May God long prefervc my dear rapther^ and 
reftore to her afiediionate bofom, her dutiful, affec- 
ttonatCy and fyxapsiihsimg fon» 

Hastings." 

Lord Ha&ings (fo we fhall continue to call him) 
the moment' he arrhred in Paris, flew direftly to 
the conrent of St. Cire. In the midft of the gloom 
.which grief for the lofs of his revered father occa- 
fionedf he iaw certain gleams of hope and joy ap» 
pearing) which were too intimately connected with 
his happinefsy not to divide his feelings, and infia* 
ence lus condud. 

Ltouifa received the following letter from Ade-^ 
tsdde» the day befote he reached England : 

To Mifs Seymour* 

•* AT length, my beloved, my admirable friend, 
.your fmgular and fuperior virtues are going to meet 
with their jufi reward t The amiable Haltings has 
.this mome^it . left me. He acquainted me with 
^he death of his father ; and, whilil he expatiated 
on his worth and tender aiedion, the tear of 
filial piety and forrow trembled in his eye, and 
Jnrced its way down his manly cheek*. 

: ^ Why, my friend, fhquld men bluft to betray 
marks pf that £cniibiUty, they fo greatly admire in 
-^ur fex ?— However modelled by education, or re- 
Arained by cuftom, are not the leading features of 
the human mind the fame in all the human fpecie&? 
(Tt-^Let <Hhers applaud that floical firmnefs, for 
which men are more frequently indebted to con- 
iitiltion than phtlofophy i\ I fhall always think his 
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charaQef the mM pafeA,' tirbo mixu Ut^Mi^ 
t^th fortitude, Md whe& heart k ever ready t* 
corred the fevere fhidlures which hii jodgmenj^ 
is forced to inake on the condud of odiers. / 

** He again incroduced ilie fabjed of Roehelle^ 
^ I knotty Madam/ ihtd he, * yotfr ha^e long heea 
^ boibm friend of Mis Seymour. May I pr^i^ 
fume to aft'tt^het^er th«fre did nbt once fobM X. 
Very tender aHachihc^t between her and the Count ^ 
^^* Indeed, my Lor^/ faid I, * they ajre ahnoft ini^ 
tire ftraaigers ta each other/—* Good. Heavens 1* 
exclaimed he, paflionately, * wliaC a^ t to think- V^ 
-p-Then, after a paufe, * It is in vain. Madam,* 
e<Mittnued he, * %6 attempt coaceaHng from you tho 
tender intereA my heart takes- in^ every thing thit 
ebneerm^ Mtifs Seyitiooar.->'-'<M ! -wkght h ec^iftendif 
with hon^r, with deMcaey, entreat td htHivfi vAni, 
&er that gentle heart is ftiH difen^gedlf'^^^ Mf 
Lord,' injtemmted If < dl$a Ailije^ft is tcx^ tender lA. 
be longer iniifted upon/— ••* I cpnfefs it,* replied 
fee J * I iaipldrc your ibrg{venef» i btit fiirely the 
l^tle Adelaide will picy the tarmetit I fu^r 6xm 
rafpenfe, and the dreadful didraaioA and ccmfodielit 
ai my thoughtai ; lurely fhe may fxff confiftencff 
even with that faered £riendftiip I revere, whethe^ 
there be any other attachment ?—*My whole earthly 
kappinefs depends ■» '■ »* I rofe ; and, retiriii;^ 
from the grate to hide my emotioUf which. almd|i 
equalled his, * If Mifs Seymour, Sir,* faid I, * has 
formed any attachment, Lord Haftin^s. cannot doubt 
that the obje(ft of her preference muft be fuch a one 
as will juftify her both to the world and her own 
heart.' — ^After again conjuring me to forgive a faully 
which he feemed every moment in hazard of re^ 
ipeat^ng, he took his leave, telling me, that he hoped 
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from my ^merofity a (bare of that fneAdihipi*wh}c1i 
his behaviour would iconyiace me he could Bot 
claim from my juftice. 

•* Whilft you read this letter, my deareft Loui&t 
I fee your delfcacies all m arms, and your heart 
throbbing with apprehenfion ; but what, my friend^ 
had you to fear from your Adelaide ? Does not 
this heart re£p^ every tender emotion of your's ? 
Am not I capable of guarding the moft facred of 
all depo&tSy the honour,, the delicacy of a friend I 
Believe me, your's is not more fafe in youf own 
pofleffion thaa in mine« 

" All the happinefs I can now enjoy, mud be de- 
rived from that of my friends : your's, I truft, wiU 
fijon be complete i I would pray that it might be 
iafting, but corred the vain, *prefumptuous wifhf 
«ad rejGiga the difpofal of your lot and my own, to 
diat Wifdom which cannot em. 

** What eonfblation would it afford me, could I 
once more behold and convexfe with you .' Perhaps^ 
even in this region of forrow ai^d difappointmenty 
this happinefs may yet await me ; at leaft I will 
encourage the pleafing hope« Hope, my Louifa, 
is the refreihing cordial of life. Ah ! how infup* 
portable without it !-^Hope animates us in every 
purfuit, fuftains us under every trial ; is our £rft 
guide, and lateft friend. / 

" Amidft all the viciffitudcs of this perpleiinfg 
icene, may that hope be ours which will never de- 
ceive ! Adieu, beft and deareft of friends. 

Ans^A^uE UE St« Ckoiz.** 
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The day after recemng this letter, Louka ^^ 
Very early, and ftrove to attain fufficient compofnre 
to meet Lord Haftings, withottt betraying any ©f 
thofe violent emotions^ with which her heart throbs 
bed the moment (he thought of feeing him* Tho* 
Ihe fat in the fame room with Lady Granville, ab^ 
fent and filent, (he ftarted at every little noifc, and 
ieemed perplexed how-to anfwer the fimplell quefi 
txon. The moment ifie heard a chaife drive into 
the yard, her heart took the alarm, and Ihe grew fq 
faint, that (he was obliged to retire into Lady 
Granville's dreffing-room. She heard Lord Haft* 
ings enter the apartment fhe had juft quitted, and 
forgot her own feelings, to fympathife in thofe of 
the friends fhe loved. 

** Though Lady Granville had fummoned her ut» 
moft fortitude to her aid, fhe could not again behold 
her fon without finking almoft under the violence 
of the different paflions with which Ihe was agitat* 
cd. — His foothing tendemefs at length compofed 
her fpirits ; and, after the firft violence of their 
grief was abated. Lady Granville defired her fon to 
go and fetch Louifa. " To the care and affeiElion 
of the moft amiable of women," faid fhe, " you 
owe the prefervation of your furviving parent ; go^ 
my Henry, and acknowledge the obligation," 

He entered the drefEng-room, where Louifa wa» 
fitting more dead than alive ; but his own pertur* 
bation prevented him from difcovering her*s. He 
approached, and taking hold of her hand, which he 
prefled to his lips, " How, Mifs Seymour," faid he, 
" O, how can I eiprefs my fenfe of your friendfhip 
and tendemefs to the beft of women ? May heaven 
repay you a thoufandfold I"—" Indeed, my Lord,'* 



n§iitd fte» ** I nmft be loft to gratku^e, -wbe& I 
feel aay pleafare e^al to that of giving comfort to 
}^4y Grranville r'^-**His eyes fufficieatly fpoke 't]ie 

Satefol fenfibility ai t>is lieart for Ixmi&'s kindnefst 
e led ber into bis mocber's apartment ; and thro' 
the veil of modeft referve, could not help flattering 
bimfelfy that Louifa, at times, betrayed a joy on his 
TCtttsxif axkd afympathy in his forrows, inore aiumif 
ted than «ven that to which iriondibip giwes births 

The .evening after Lprd Haftings arriv«d» {he re« 
veived the folJCowing letter frpm I^ady Charlotte c 

To M\fi SeymMn 

*' THE very uncxpedled death' of the eflimable 
Xiord Granville gave my father smd me Unfpeakable 
t^scem I aflure his affitded Lady of our mod cor^ 
fiial fympathy with ber in her diftrefs. How hap* 

Ey is (he tn the qares of pay amiable friend .'-^Ali, 
«ouifa 1 if I mikake not» &e will foon have a ti^e 
^o claim them, on the {qosc o£ duty^ 
• 

" HeavenS) .Loni& ! what have I done ?-f-I aiti 
fo terri^ and bread^k^^ I can hardly tell ypu ( 
JLord Leifter has }ufl. been here — popt upon me 
whilR: floifliing the laA fentenee-^haid violent hands 
on all my fcrupulofitles — urged the neceffity of his 
(et^ing off immdiately fo r *  fe irc ; — vowed he 
vronld Qot go wi^out me ;— ^ng^eroufly todc ad^ 
vantage of my gpod humour ; — ^m^de me fwear--.-. 
.Q0» I never iw^ir^ but ikmk, and £3iy juft what ht 
>lcafed^— -i-4^# to-morjww I— yes, Loutfa, to^ 
morrowy wiiad, tidei and my miad fervi9g» I quit 
the j^eaJc and Wren Apre of Maidexdandy and em- 
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Matrimony. As our couift Iks by the Cape o^ 
Good Hope, wc have no certab compafs to ftc^ 
hy ; eipectally as its variations of late hare been 
taiany. Wc mnft therefore tnift to the ftrength of 

•Ourvcffel. 

** The pro^rous Aate of foxtoer adventiii<eis has 
induced us to explore foreign dinaes* in &arch^ per- 
haps, of imaginary trcafures. I confefs I have 
many fears ; 1 know Terra Incognita is a danger*' 
-ous region to wander in ; and wc have feen many 
iettlements made there at great e^^penfe, that have 
proved hardly worth keepif^g. No more the footk- 
ing breezes of flattery malT waft my barge and. 
Iwell my fails 1 

^ " Pray for me^ Lofuifaj that I may be preferred 
from the (helves »id quickfands of pride and jea]^ 
xjiify, that I may neither fplit on the rocks -of im» 
prudence, be laflied'by the waves of cenfure, nor. 
xhiHed with the cold blafts of indifference ; that I 
may never be tempted by inj enelnies to traffic ia 
t:ontrs|Jjand^oods j but exchanging largely in the 
article afFe^ion, in lien of genue offices, I may 
have frequent returns of gratitude and love ; that 
without crowding nay fails, or expe&ing to reach 
the Happy lilands, while toft on the waves pt 
Time, I may fiiffcr its tide to convey me gently into* 
•the quiet haven of Content. , 

"You have lon^Jufpe^ed atrhange in myien^ 
timents, and a rival in my heart. I will not pretend 
to deny the fafi i they have, indeed, undergone a 
total revolution, as you muft fuppofe, when, after 
fo many ^rofeffions ofiievewOTdbg friendfhip^/I. 
ain going, for the fake of a newer favoufite, to 
K vol, ^ 
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tttd you for erer adieu ; and affiire ^ou that this k 
the raj Uft letter jon will receive froin 

Chahlottb Villiers/^ 
To Lady Charlotte Letfier. 

. ^ fldD 1 been difpofcd to douht the rtpon of 
your marriagey and lofs of my late amiable friend. 
Lady Charlotte ViHiers, in the gulph of matrimony, 
the sOtered ftyle of your laft letter would have fur- 
nifhed inponteftible pro<^ of both ^ and of your 
refolution, ggneeahly to the pradlice of all ladies, of 
iqueeztng every amicable attachment to ^^ath iu 
your wedding-ring. 

** Permit me, Madam, in regard of our former 
friendfhip, to wifh you all that happinefs which a 
ftate of fttbjeAion can admit of You have formed 
fetters for yourfelf ; and, however irkfome or intol- 
erable th^ bondage, you muft now for life fubmit to 
wear them : that they may /it ea/ier on you than 
on many of your cotemporaries is my fincer<M«rifli ; 
and that, however galled by them, you may never 
imprudently attempt to fhake them off, my ferious 
:|dvice. ^t to change the mctaphor-^tired of the 
future limited fphere of your a^ivity (but ill calcu- 
lated for a belle of your ma^itude) impelled by the 
centrifugal force of matrimonisd authority^ and at- 
traded by the infl^inces of gaiety and fplendour, 
ibould you at length incline to fly off at a tangent^ 
thert heaven pity you !— for, however fond of liber- 
ty, you muft abfolutely fubmit to be ruled, impel- 
led, and direaed by fuperior power, elfe you will 
ju«faUibly be fwallowed up by the vortex of lair. 
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«nd at laft fuffer a total eclipfe. Then, though yott 
may continue to bxift, you can no longer hope to 
{hintf nor be» as now> the brightefl; ftar of aU ool* 
lower hemifphere. 

" As my learning lias not feen the light thefc ten 
years, no wonder it it' requires rubbing up. 

** Let me quit this unnatund jarsfbn, the laboor 
. of the head, and stddrefs joa as nibal m the flowing 
language of the heart. I hope foon to ofiRer Loiti 
Leifler the fame good -wi{kes« AfTure yourfelf then* 
my dear Lady Charlotte, that amongft all the nume- 
rous circle of your friends, you have not one nio»e 
fincere and a£re<fiionate,. or who more cordialif 
ftares in your prefent happinefs, and -ardently prays 
for its continuance, than 

Your's, 

With inviolable attachment^ 

Louisii SeVmour**^ 

During a week, that Lord Haftings and Mifi 
Seymour hardly ever qm'tted Lady Granville'^ 
apartment, in fpite of iincere regret for one parent^ 
and- anxiotis folicitade about the other. Lord Haft* 
ings tailed a fatisfadkionfo pleafast, as often* banifhed 
every inquietude, from his mind« The placid hours 
they now fpent together,, recalled the- memory of 
thofe which he eileemed the moft valuable of his 
life ; and though unable to account for Gi*ammont's 
letter, which firft made him unhappy* he faw, witfr 
real pleafure, that Louifa was no longer fo, and 
fhared in her reftored tranquillity. She often fetm^ 
ed penfiye, but never gloomy 5 and though her man- 
ner to him was refetved, it was the refcrve of goodr 
ling, rather than indifference^. 
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^ MY heart £iMdi^.aiid..gratdiiUy ackiLowl«(%6^ 
the Ihareyou Uke in. my &ncm$ on ajccoimt olthe 
lofs of the worthieft of friend, a|id mo& indulgent 
of fathers. I hate hardly yet had> leifure to feet 
fte wright of my nusfortane : my afieftionate an<J: 
affliaed mother demands ipy coriftapt carb. But 
idi« Beaufbrfi I when I retire to jofky apartment, and, 
Vfcal the idea, of my revered parent^ a cromi of^ 
tender recoUefttons vt«^ oa. my fbul, and .almoii: 
PTerwhelm it widi ibrrow 1— Be it our care vrho 
fmrive, by .treading in Hs fteps, to,repair» infome 
meafuroi th^ injury fociety has foftainedy by the. 
)ofs of ib reipe^able and v;aluable a member. 

" I fewd. my mpther in^ a. i^ery wea^^ft^te .of/ 
health and. fpirits. Louifa,' the amial^e* the en- . 
chanting Louifa, b^ if poi&bley more beauuful, more^ 
^^g^g^T^ tlw ever. Xtifit gir of fabfir fadnefs which . 
the Ia^ni?;)[a^(;holy incident has imprefled on her 
features,^ ^17513 th£ia« aa^ e^^didn df tend^^a^- 
^hichrziiclts the very ipiil.. .Mine, is ftill idd in 
painful Xu^pJk ;. Aill am I tortmred with .thoft 
perplexing dpubts.andi*eaxs« to wjuc^ it ^yes rife* 

« Sometimes Ifondly-ilatter myfelfj that throttgh^ 
the timid' and modeft referve of the moft amiable 
of womesij X can fee fem^ fparks of that peculiar 
tendcniefS)^ M^ith which I ardently "vfrifli to m^re^ 
her. O, Beaufort ! at thefe mcnnettts, my ^art 
throbs with unutterable ^ranfport ! — ^At other times , 
t&ere i^ a caatipn, a timit^tyy a reftraint in her man* 
»cr, that l^l^sUls erery bud of hope, and overwhelms . 
me with deje^ing melancholy 1 

fVAthppj&ad times a^y* I rciblve to ipeak; my . 
ientiment&ta Lottifat.afM|«:^Tpoi&Ue,4i^cpv^^^ 
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Bat the fear of oflRendingi tbi dread of difgnfting/ 
the apprehenfion of loiinff hipr friendftup, by fblicit- 
mg her love, ftiU withholds me.  [ "} 

' ^ ^ I met with an incident t^-day which has ftrsfrige*' - 
ly perplexed me. On* riding ^pwly dpwn ^the lane^ 
aiat leads to iht Caftle, I faw* a clean, decent look-^ 
ing woman, ftanding at the doorofa Cottage, witk 
an infant in her arms^ whofe features £o ftrongly 
refembled thrunh^py TalBbt, that I hadthrcuriof- 
ity to ftop my horfe^ and inquire to whom the child ^ 
belonged/ The woneian looked furprifcd at the 
queftion, and, upon my repeating it, . " Indeed,"* 
pleafe your honour/' faid fhc, "that is more than* 
I C4n tejl'; but I'm fure, whoever my littlp Sally 
bfeflongs^tcf, need not be- afliamed to own her, for 
your honour will not fee-aftouter child in a fum- 
nter's day ; bur f®r that matter, fhe is 'cared for by' 
the beft gientry in all the country, though I fky it 
that fbould not.*' — ^My firft ilMpicron was* now con- 
firmed j but what was my aftonifhincnt, when fhe 
thus proceeded : " Mayhap, yotnr honour is agoing 
to the Caftle ? If fo, you will fee- there the beS 
ffiend my poor baby has in thfs world.'*: "-How^ 
nurfc," demanded li " is it Lady Granville that 

befriends your child fo ' much V *i Nb, no,- Sir,*i . 

replied fhe ; "I believe as how Lady Granville is 
a' very good lady, and very kind to die poor ; hut 
it is young Mifs Seymour, ati' pleafe you, that is fd 

kind to me and my fweet little puppet." The 

arrival of her huiband and fome gofCpSy put an end 
to this curious dialogue. 

« To find '^ a child of Talbot here, deferted and 
d&bwned, is by no means ftirprifing 5 but how Mifi 
Seymour fliouldibe particufarl^ interefi6d in th4> 



esre of A«^ a^cbili}, b-im.cQkpim I cflQODt vn:^ 
41ei'**-I £mic7i iioweTcr, upon iurther acg[uaintance, 
I may pi-evaul on honeHl xmrfe to fpe^k ox^ If ihe 
be enjoined fecreffy I flipuld detcftmyfclf, could I 
Vribe hior to betx^ij ber troft ; but if prudence alone 
•ccafioQs her cantioii) that watchful dame xnay be 
^aiiriu napping, and nurfe o|>en ber lips at the %bit ... 
9f alLjffevailiog gold.*--<Adien« 

. ^ IT is. yfryth inji^ch ^truth I have f9rmeTlr aJSSmK . 
f dy that w)ien we conllder tjie fhoT^efs pi huxnaA « 
life, Louii9^ reilgaauoi^fqirce fee^ns a yixtuA^ In^. 
^ead of lookiiig baj^k with, crixiinal a|id unaYailing - 
£>rroWf on aficoont of th^ie |^one: befpre us« w^ 
ought to. look £)rwardand2!eJQice^ bec;u3jie we are- 
£>?oon to follow.-«-Yet a few* yeafis, 9f^d, tlie for-., 
vowful ihall refl in iUence with th^m they deplete ; . 
jl^afew ye^di^s, ^nd Miips jniefs, aod cares>.ajnd 
WiquietlideS) £bat fdidurb t]i^ Inort hour of li£e, and^ 
ppifqn \\» ei^oym^uts, ihaU be as ^thing ! • 

** Ajg^vQi t^y hf^TC brought me here» tot^y t;he 
^•^^s of xpy natiye air^ in reftoring ^n ^xhau0;ed . 
ai)d h^\t coniUfuiion* But ray diiCfaJfe i^ie^te4; 

" Let not this afHi6t my gentle friend ; let it ra- . 
jjier bring hcr jpomfpi^t) to hear ti^a^ tJbie:boiir ^aiyv 
rel^afe is %ft s^proa^hing^ and that I am'al^put to 
jCjweiwj inif rei^rd, befwje bearing ik»^^^. 91%^ : 









great, an ellential difference.— Whilft fepajrated by 
ii^s^^fe^ W^'SMT^ cQ^tia^^y b^r^e4 wi}li fe^ an^ 
^^Qxiety, on accoun^t o^«:^p]ii othfse » but jkp fotoi)^ 
does the grave receive, thpfe we. love, tha^ all our 
Mftlc^ in^pt»de$.«QwJ.. 

" In proportion as ejrrth and its concerns recede- 
from view, tlie, grai^d, the folemn fce^ies on whiclr. 
V(e are about to enter, come forward to cheer and 
fupport Ae niind under tl^e decays of nature. Let 
£hefe have du^ influence o;i'your*s, fhould Heaveii 
Ae ^ood to remove from you the friend ypu have* 
Ibng loved ; and having improved to our advance- . 
ment in piety and virtu? on earth, the moft tender 
and lading attachment, let us confide in our benefi- 
cent Crea^br, that he will admit us to perfcft, in 
the fociety of the blefTed, a friendihip which here 
h liable to l>e impaired^ may be interrupted, and 
«iuft one day fuff(?r diflblution. 

f 

"Wfc are all prone, Louife, to fotjget oui prefcttt 
IS a ftate of difcipline, aicid regard ^e bleflings wc^ 

poffefs, not as the gifts of a bdut^fia^ Bene!aaor„ 

'^rhich he is at liberty to refume al; pleafux^, but a^ 

m inheritance to which we' have an indefeafible, 

right. It is neceffary that we fhoold ^queatly be. 

reminded of our abfolute dependence oii God, and 

^ brought back to him, 'by feeling th^t ;lU befid^ 

is vain, unfaUsfying, and ev^nefcent. 

• ♦. < 

: << N(^ one can i^operifit adent tq tiiis tni^ tluit 
lias BeirerJoft a friend, lliat. ffaralce, <iefaich Ioaf<^ 
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ftttrattoQs for us in tieaveiu Thithery my bdot^"^ 
friend, let us dire^ the current of our heart's beft- 
affiedions ; There, alone,, the immc»tal defires of 
the foul will find fuitable and permanent objedks. 

** Adieu, deareft Louiia,' adieu. If we meet na^ 
more here, we fhall hereafter* 

» 



The grief this letter occafioned ui^c geistle heart 
of Louifa was too great not to make a correfpond- - 
ent impreflion on her features. - This was iminedi«» 
atclf difcovered by Lord Haftings, who anxiouilj: 
inquired the caufe ; and, by the Jively intereft he., 
took in her forrow, infenfiMyleflened its violence,,^ 
It fupplied him alfo witli many pretences for con- 
vcrfing witih' Louifa alone, (who wifiied ,to conceal' » 
every deprefling cir'cumilance from Lady Granville)^ 
and gave room for fuch melting eipreffions of pity^, . 
as bore a near refc'mbiance to expre0idns of love^ 

One morning, -after a- ve»y re/lleis night, ^ Lady'' 
Granville, feeling berfelf drowfy, defired Lord Has- 
tings to ride out, as the weadier was remarkably, 
fine, and leave her to the care of Louifa, " who,; 
r know,** faid (he, with a look of complacencyjj. 
* prefers my eaie'to her own, and will kindly read* 
me to.fleep.'^ TKis propofal was readily embraced 
By Mifs Seymour ; but Lord. Haftings expreffed, 
great reliiftance to leaving his mother. In reality,^. 
though there never was a more attentive or affec- 
tionate ion, the prefence and converfation of Mifs 
Seymour' were now become fo effential to his enm 
j«iymettt» that he ' could find' no pleaiure in. an^i 
amufeioenc in which (he did not partake^ 



Ift^jiets/carc^y got^i^tXL Lady Oranvffie «».. 
jgreffed great atixiety to know what bprfe he ro4c j 
and on being -informed that it was one he had later 
iy purchafed, grew extremely uneafy» tdliti^ Lou^ 
ifa» that though he hadcarefully concealed it firom. 
h^r, fte^ had feamt» hy accid^nt» that this new fa*, 
▼purite YfSis very ea^y R^tkdy and had a&uallj 
tbrowq Lord Haftji^s fome time ago. Loniia faid 
l^ery . thing to quiet the iears of his anadouf aiotherp 
and continued, to xead^ till (he perceived ihe had 
dropped, afleep* Her apprehenfions were not £>> 
Ca&Iy lulled ) ,6he ftde foftly down to the garden^ 
^^d^ crofll&g.aAzif^ paddock adjoining^ to it, walk> 
ed.flowly up the laneyifrom whence fhe had a view 
.of .the :hfgh road. $he had' not cpniinued her walk 
many .i^iimtes*. when, ihe 4iircovered; two- ipien oii^ 
ho;rfebagk at a diftance > and fuppofiiig them to bf 
X<prd HafUngs and his feryant, turnedhaftily bac)%, 
tp regain the paddock l^efore he fhould obferve her* 
It was too- late, however, to eflFe<a her purpofe j— # 
an ei^eiing. the lane. Lord Hailipgs inftantly diC*. 
covered her ; and alarmed on feeing her there alone* 
wit^a^t Jbler «h^t. aifM* <AmW elaj^ed. ^purs td I«$ 
borfe, and reached tbe^paddock at the very inox)ient 
ibe arrived there. The flutter of her fpirits gavQ 
foch a tremor to h^r hand> that ihe made a confid- . 
erable noife in opening the gate ; which flartlintg 
tl^e horfe, made him fpring to th^ oppofite fide of' 
|he road-^-and, in.attempting to fare himfelf front 
idling, Lord Haflings fpramed his arm in fo vio* . 
knt a maimer, that it was with. difficulty he could 
difmqunt. 

After chargiiig the fervant to take no notice of ^ 
ibis accident at tkt Caftle, and fending him away 
With the horfes, he followed Louifa into the pad-, 
dock, who flood pale aod tr<5inbling, fu£porting.^^ 
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hcrfclf againft a tree. — She eagerly Inquired afteir" 
his arm, and exprefted the fincereft regret, on ac*' 
connt of having been the caufe of his accident :-J^ 
* For heayen's^ fake, my Lord," laid (he, ** let me 
ihtreat you never again to mount that horfe, whicM 
has already almoft coft you your life. '*^— ^Taking 
hold* of her hand, which he ki/Ted with* a look ot 
jrateftrl acknowledgment, he erpre^d much /iir- 
priic at her knowledge of thc^circumihsLncc of hii 
former danger, as well as-at4ier walking in the lane 
in that drefs, without any atteadant» . In a moment^ 
her fice and nec'k -^ere covered with blufbes : thi • 
impropriety of this circumftance, which* ftronglj^ 
betrayed the anxious and d^fturbed ^ /late of htr ' 
intnd, had never once occurred* to- htr.- Shis paiif^ - 
cd — ^fhc hefitated— and was utterly at a lofs how to ' 
reply. Lord Hkftmgs perceived her embarraffment ; , 
«nd,' preffing her hand to his throbbing bofom, 
I* Why— whj, deareft Mifs^ Seymour,-'* faid he; . 
with a look thiat pierced* her to the foul> " fhould* 
you be fo concerned about preferving a life whichf 
is of fo little value to the pofleffor ?'*—<* Surely,' 
my Uordi'* rcplicd'fkbi **yoti cannot mean what you 
fay ? You mi&ft know that your life is of value to 
all who——*- The eamelhiefs with which Lord 
Haftings gazed on Louifa whilft fhe fpoke, fo » 
greatly* difconterted her, that fte flopped (hort, 
afraid that pie had already faid too much. ** Ah I 
Mifs Seymour," faid he, ia^a tender and fdftened 
▼oicef " could 1 flitter myfelf that my life -was of 
confcquende to o»e,* I'wouM-th^^knowhoW much 
to value it.'*-— Louifa's perplexity and <onfufion 
increafed fo much; that fhe turned towards the • 
houie, and muttering fomething about Lady Gran* 
vine's being alone, left Lord ' HaftingSi wthoutx: 
fcaowing wh%t fhe did. - - - 
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. He ftood ferae xninutss,' fixed to tbe fpot : He 
isepeated every word Louiia had uttered — ^he rp- 
fleifled oa the circumftance of her walking out 
alone towards the road, after having heard of his 
dajiiger — and ahove all, on the tender folicitude ihe 
fhewed for his fafety ; and then wondered at his 
own blindnefs to fo many proofs of her preference 
~and prefently, refle<5ting on her former infonfi- 
bility to fo many marks o£ his,....on tlie letter c£ 
Granimonty and confequent depreflion of her fpi- 
rits, with that diJEdence which ever accompanies 

fenuine and refi:>e^ful love, — he attributed all that 
ad pafled# to the gentle and eompailionate tern* 
pier of Louifa, whoie heart, he ftlll feared, was in- 
hndble to the ardent a^Peiflion of his. 

He had bewildered himfelf Xo long with theib 
.various conjedures, that he appeased quite abfent 
on entering Lady Granville's apartment 5 who, 
\7ith0ut knowing what .had pafTed,. conjured him 
never again to ride the Jiorfe -above-jneiitioned, and 
add^d, ** though you kindly concealed the accident 
from me> I was telling XiOuifa, juft after you left us^ 
that I was not ignorant of the danger you had in- 
curred, by riding this unruly favourite of your's." 
Lord Haftings turned his eyes on Louifa, who was 
overwhelmed with confufion at this unexpe«5ted 
piece of information ; and which was rather in- 
creafed by his replying, ** I &ould indeed be the 
mod ungrateful of human beings, could I know- 
ingly give one moment's pain .to thofe who fo 
kindly intereft themfelves in my fafety." 

As it was evident Mifs Seymour had made no 
nation of his late accident, he chofe likewife to 
be Alent on the fubje<fl« A thoufand litde attentive 
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(m die part of Loiu£^ftcwed H^^t^hzi fnHk 
a deep fan]Mreffi<m cm Imt mnuL The pAi^ he fcA: 
from the army whkh^ for federal days, he tdoia not 
life, it was not ahvtiys in his power 'to cfenecal*; and 
dM reftraint in^ofed<>n Looifarby'the J)rdence of 
Lady GranviUey only redoubled the eanfeftnefs" ot 
Iier inquiries, and tendemefs of her fytnpalhy, when; ' 
for a moment, ihe &and «i opportunity of feeing 
hitn alone. 

The converfation of two amiable young -pefople, 
in whom her heart took the moft. tender intereft, 
infenfibly diflipated the glodm, with which- the"* 
<death of Lord Granville at firft overwhelmed' hrs' 
affedtonate wife : And though Lord Hafffngs re** 
reived, with exquifite delight, the unguarded cxpref* 
fions of compafiion, under which were concealed the 
tender, artlefs eflFufions of love, he did not chobfc,^ 
by too animated returns of gratitude for her kind- 
nefs, to alarm the delicacy of Louifa, orincr^afe 
her caution with refpoft tothofe inchantlng prooft 
x>£ her tendemefs, of which his- glowing heart felt ' 
the full value. 

One day Lady Granville proprfed trying to Walk ' 
in the garden, for the benefit of air and exercife; 
This, with the help of Louiik and her fon, fhe acw * 
complifhed with tolerable eafc ; andj after hiaving 
re&td fome time in the pavilion, felt her fpirits' fo ' 
revived with the beautiful fcenfe arOtind her/ that . 
ihe wandered down the field, at the bottom of the ' 
garden. Juft as they* had' fcated themffelfes on the * 
bench, they obferved a woman, with a lovely in»- 
famt in her arms, both remarkably cleart, pafliwg^ 
through the field ; who, on feeing them, quitkenea* 
her pace, as if afraid erf" ireing cwdiexiged. Ladf 
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^aiki her : the p6ar iioaiaii s^pvoached ; sag^ 
M.ibeiiB^Mi&^S^eyBsoiirt iodced eztvemely dS&on^ 
xeiud.. ^ I humUj big! your La'flup^ pardon,'* 
iydft» ^.addttffiagh^Rm^toLot^at Without mm^ 
t&0'Lady'Cba]LviUe»:iii^'9Kis "wholly eugaiged'a^ 
mirmg the beauty of the xhttd))- X eon&lk f ou|^ 
aot to faaye presumed for to come fo near the Ca£> 
fle^ after yonr issi'ihip's. jeipgdh crden to the con* 
tfvy ; . but this beittg ahoUday at Fanner Cibboa^ 
^wei^wece aUgoflipltig tliMse, smd I -watted to try 
^u&4' ^bring siy 'huibajML idoi^;- wldb the ; for Johin 
jpoorvan^^doeB bke PiMnttr-Glbboh'^ ale with all 
httiheast). lint lie doe^.* Ax^ ftj pleaft your La^^ 
Aipy.betB^ rather iater abroad VFithtny little Sall^, 
t was itakn^ the neftreft Way hoftie $ but if yout 
La'fbip is angry wiih me, I will never do fo n^ 
^orc." 

Duxrag this .harangue, the* little infant, eaftinj^ 
^ts.eyes*oa Louifa, foreamedwith joy, aUd ftretched 
tnit'its.araifr-to embracelier, whith gr^dy mcreaft^ 
cdl iher. coniuiiom << I pgcw^; Mad^iRr^ Md nnrf4% 
With tears of joy in her eyes, <<the little buflvy-knowls 
your Ija'lKip ; baH no: wonder/* — riLord Haftingt 
took the child, from her, to reach in to Louifa, iind 
kifling it, placed it on his knee : " I fear, nurfe,** iat^ 
he, "I (hall make but an awkward fiffure^ but If I 
iani not' miftaken, heije is a lady," ttirnmg to Louifs^ 
'* better accuftomed to the office.'* — ^TEe ihfanj 
clafped her round the neck ; and though its inno* 
cent care&s^ at<an^. other time, would'have given 
her. delighlv.at-prefont? they only heightened he^ 
Uufhas,!and increafeddwr embatraffment. — *^ Why> 
nocfc>f':f^id Ladjr Graorijte, « you and Mift Sey* 
)|iOKr.ife^gi.ta bo ^kl acqnaftittuidf l^t-Jt* Ab^ MM^ 
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tfn»*' replied the fimpk cottarer, << if I durft ipeah 
I Goald tell )roar La'fhip fuch itories about her good* 
neb ! She isthe veiybdtfiiend Ihave inthe vtwrldi . 
God blcfs her I'*— « Pmy is this your own child V* 
idemaxuled Lady GraoriUe— »*< No, pleafe your Iia^ 
ihip J but," with a yery iignificant ihnig, " yroir 
Xa'fUp muft aik me no Biore quefiioos.'^ 

• - , •  

Here Lonifa zrofe, and, under pretence of care 
about the duld's health, difinifled nurfe and her 
Ktde charge**— It is imepc^ble to defciibe the con- 
lufion and agitation into -wluch ihe was thrown^ by 
tills unezpe^ed renoovmter^ No fooner was fhe 
ieated, than JLady Granule £stidf widi x fmile, 
^ My dear Louifa, you lUd not vfe to concesd miy 
of your pleafures from me ; — ^pray, when did you 
come poflefied of this little treafure V* — ^* Indeed, 
Madam,*' anfwered Louifa, with a deep figb, ^* if 
the knowledge of this child could have yielded yoii 
any fittisfadion, you fhould long Unce have been 
made acquainted with it. But it is a poor unfortuate 
babe who has no one to care for it." — ^** Whatever 
may have been its misfortunes/* faid Lord Mailings, 
M it furely may now be accounted happy, in having 
fo kind, fo compaSionate a prote^krefs." 

By this time they reached the Caftle, and Lady 
Granville perceiving, from the embarraflment of 
Louifa's manner, that there was fomething myfteri- 
ous in the hiftory of the child, which fhe did not 
wiih to communicate, allowed the fubjed to drop. 

Next day, however^ * on their being left alone, 
ihe gave Ludy Granvilief a full account of the af- 
fair, and ended her narrative with faying, '^ I Ihbuld 
certainly have intreated your Ladyfhip's prote&ion 
f9xxbU belpleis innocent bad I WK known, that by 



bceomtng an chjfiSt afjaar Attieatioii».peo{4e vf^igUf 
have been led to inquire inlxi the* circanifta&ce» of 
her birth, whieK both hckumx and humanity pn>mp«f 
ted me to conceal ; befides» obfeurity is ^ely the 
9io(l proper &uation for one bom under fikch an->' 
fortunate circifinftances. I, was often tempted to 
reveal the ftory of its unhappy mother, at a time ' 
when your Ltadyfiup's hiunanity might have affor- 
ded her relief ;< but the earpeflaeis with which' (he 
conjured: me to conceal her error from the world*!* 
withheld me, together with my being peHiiaded^* 
that the bei^ fecurity for the future, good condudb 
of ftich. an unfortimate ^^andtirer^is the convidion 
that it is (kill in their power, '*not only to; return to. 
virtue, but to preicnne reputation..'^ . i . 
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Lady GraifrUle highly applauded Louifa's condu^' 
in this, whole affair ; and could not help ezpreffing' 
her admiration of ib much pnidoi£e» diipkyed at: 
ib early an age.. ; ' 

. Lord Hailings now felt his curioilty to know the 
hiftory of the child, redoubled by the fcene of the 
preceding evening ; accordingly he walked out early 
in the morning, and, on reaching the cottage^ be* 
gan to repeat the fame queftions . he had formerly 
put to the nurfe : "You tell me," fays he, "that 
liiis child is none of your own ; but furely, nurfe, 
you muft, know to whom it belongs V* — " Indeed».i 
that I don't," anfwered flie, " and if I dfd, I durft 
not tell your honour; becaiife. the fweet young lady 
at the Caftle brought k mQ nine months ago,.andh 
told me that its father was gone in foreign parts,, 
and it had- not one; foul living 'to care for it : — but 
fare I am, the mother that bore her, could not love 
my little Sally better than. £b« does i for, if youc- 
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iil91kdiere:iiM^.'wlM»tlK netlep(9i»t (IMMk. 
aU Jbttghs.izi ii«r siaaai ihe. weeps iak teairs v/fnm^ 
fltt looks itt it.'^-^^ Biut: ivlif donf t yxm brftu?' this^. 
' "to Tiiit Mifi Sejihoiir4Kt ^t CafiftU ^•* 
JLonl Hafti]:i^4-«->f Whf « it^ 40ei^em a 
flnai^t.tabe ftnc^.thacfo Immbk^ a^iid>^»0^^' 
and goocUaaoirtd« touav hulf flicmM forbiS^ tatm, 
brb^tbediili tx> the Col&t ivliengood Lad^^Om/f-. 
«Be.(eefii5 ib fb^td of iier ; aaulite 1$ £b ^xidfeiii^ 
tftftt flms siugbft ^pi»r Mbtt: tte lyeaisedji iWChi^w 
tttLd0m.Vw.«« Bt«7, iPfl^eti did70ti becoiEHl: a^uulnty^ 
od mil Miis StTWnir ^ faid Lord HiMig^^-^-^ 
M Ohf lihaU'remewbertiM thne as:l>oag^s Illve^. 
and lof^igitr.toOfiflcou^/* sfifwettd^fht :** It\^ti^,^ 
|deafe your honpur, -wbisn.xay ppoar^ d^. Ndnty,^ 
who is now in heayen, died, that Mifs Seymour > 

ftft tmt 1^. whekxi wi^ waB&ft; m tb^ &l^^SKid: 

nfB op im g befidei a. hyt: th» <Md*iiad>riilfed'>with a-, 
ftwrvftones^and called it iter diuwing-tt>om : The. 
Wind had thrown it down, and it was- layiiftg ab6ii{» 
of ral>)>i(h9 and put me fo in mind of my pooi; Nancy^^ 
tUt ithdd^ ahnpfl broke ibj heait; Whtr^l te-. 
t^rnpd home, I.virsu.Uilusnmith the ianxe^f^ver y^ftdv 
inpidd^yottrhoBKniT believe ityth7^%go&d'$itigek^--^^ 
for i£:dieTe^ atst in heav^v ^^ i&**:^camtt twk€^ 
c^ety- da^ to iee.miey q,nd-gare me aU ^ Auffi the : 
'p»iediryiefit me with her owil hat>d, and brdtigfet 
nw frait, and gfsnf^ me moneyto ^y his biU,- and: 
esftty. tiling jwtntedjr tiU I gotpure well agatn.^' 

*|%c^ coonUsance of: Lord. H^ing^^ nuid^went' 
liMa^^xliiLngestdiitittg^tiiexO]^ 
"Ji^if^g gircAxhe good wmtant a g^iineay and^cliaf^ 
0Bd her tx> be kisia^to the ehildii he reluiiied to the 
CaAle ^ bw: hb ^auiofity wa» rather ificreitfed thi^Q 
#qiQlQf|ed.^bf bismi^rvkw with the i|urft * . 
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The moment he entered hb. mother's apartmeni^ 
finding her alone, he introduced the fubjeA of the, 
child. She gave him a minute, detail of all the cir-. 
cumftances Mifs Seymour had related concerning, 
the unfortunate Sally ; and* he fell his admiration 
of her increafed, by every nev/ light in which thej, 
placed her i&ralted chafadter.— His mother, who 
watched every look and word which exprefled a 
paffion (he wifhed to confirm, joined cordially Ja 
the praifes he a. thouiand times repeated,* of the 
fingular prudence and de^cacy of the generous and 
noble-minded Louifa.! 

4  f 

. That evening Lady Granville remarked that 
Louiia looked" very pale ; and the weather being 
remarkably fine, defired Lord Haftings to take her 
out to walk : " You foi'get your own health, Lou- 
ifa," faid (he, " in your concern about me ; but 
remember, my love," (he added, with a look of the 
moft tender folicitude, ** that, next to that of Haf- 
tings, on your fafety my futurei comfort. depends.'*' 

They pafled through, the garden, and wandered 
down the &f\dL whici was fragrant with the new-s 
mown kay. The flillnrfs of the air, the ferene faci 
of the (ky, and the wild notes of a thrufh from the 
neighboring wood« weie perfectly in harmony with 
their feelings.— When they reached the benchi 
the fun being very hot, and Louifa looking tired, 
Lord Haftitigs requeued her to fit down. They 
did fo ; when fuddenly recoUeding the circum- 
ftance of finding the letter there, he became filent 
and thoughtful — he fighed heavily, caft his eyes on 
the ground, and feemcd buiied in his own reflec- 
tions. Louifa, whofe foul vibrated to every emOr 
tion of his, foon caufht the infectious melanchol]^. 
L* * 
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Tbtit nwtoaf filrtiee" bfees«»^ efreiynwmwitftmr^- 
cmbarraflittgi--iAt laftf, Idokmeup-, and fikiag hi* 
cyeft on Louifay witb areQpcmti! ant! timid aar, — - 
^' O M2& Smfiotif,'* faidTit, " may I pref&ate to* 
hty^f frotffm prefent fercnky of .ypur>mind, t&at 
in dbftaclSs to jrour ftlicirjr arc at laft jemoved ?'* 

tte confcfbus Bc^ of Lo&ifa too£- alarm' at; ths 
Ib-A word ofthhfpeech ^ fKc. became pale as deatfry , 
ittd trciribied fo vlolcntlyv th«t Lord;HafliTiK^ v^^jf , 
6bli^d to fuppoTt' her in his arms; Afraid xif hei* 
fainting* h« haftily cndcavoxirtd to utdoofe titt - 
cloaky to.fi^ive h«r air ; . but, in hid agitation^ ca^ight : 
iold at the fa^ timeof^the ftrihg of wirfs ojr - 
which his pi(5hice wa$ huags aiiid puWng me- cloalb . 
iwjiy, the firing broix, arod the pi^hire, together 
wiik the locket, fell to the ground. He ffoopcd to * 
tike it rxp I btlt how inexpreiSbte was his atftonifli. 
inenty on dXfcoy«rii«^ thsit it was his own I— .^ Fow- 
ejful Heaven !" cned he> "*can I credit rayf^nfesl ^ 
— i.ouifa, my adoi'ed Louiillii is it poffibfe ? Was . 
it ou tills lifelefsJmaee I faw thee, beftow thy, pre- 
cious tears ?".^— He Had time fgtr no more,' — ^13ur- - 
ing a few moitaent^ th^ faci^ ^d. neck; of Miisr Sey^ . 
iii6tir' v?ere covered vHth bhifhe^ ;• again heV conn- . 
tdtiance becitme pale, hier head dropped otIt IM-, 
fhoulder, and flie contlAued ; for feter^ niihates ^ 
withont febft 6a- motion.. 

 *• * 

Trtie iWuatfon of Lord HEdflSngirabfaoft -eftxlaljed ! 
hfer own ; but far other were his feeliiig$, . wnfeir he 
ficwter return to life He preffed' her tor liiybof- . 
tm, whfeh dirdbbed - witt unutterable tranfport \ - 
aild agdin fiiiftg hrs eyes on her averted fe«e, — . 
^^ Tetf me, LoiSfe,*'^ Ikid he, ^* O teil me, do I not ^ 
are^tfit D^rrf'fej|«c-<aa~fl[felievethat I am be-- 



you doubt ib?" 

• 

. The moil tender^ delighlfaly' int»refting^:cp»rer- 
fatioQ np.w: eiifued. The kctea: of GraB^x)on^^ thi; 
fctetne^s- of Lord Grranvilley.tbe embarVo^jg^ fitua^ 
tiosv:of Ljouiffty, suvd the iU-grouBded' jealooiles of 
Lora^HaftingSi led to fucjb; a* variety of tender and- 
a^<^ing explaxiationSy that theie happy; lovtr^ fdi^ 

Sot the hettrs ;. nor^ knew thar they, had ipent more 
ii9fi two together; till they* faw a- fervant comng, 
down the field in fearck.ofi them* . 

; With the Tiffiftauee- of-^ Ilord' Haftihgs'^ stitn,\ 
JLouiTareached'tfae-Caftle ; but her emotion' was dill 
io Yiiiblei that Lady CranvUle inilantly oBlerred it's. 
<* Hefltry/' find' flbe, , " yot| have certainly walked 
too far ; Louifa looks quite exhauftfcdT-^I wiU ne^ei: 
again intruft you with my daughter."—" Indeed> 
xay destf eft . mother/* faid . he, taktag hold of' her 
batfd,! whiclii he- pre^^. between hisf *< y^a mttil 
low hef;0fi me 7o«fiel£-*^to BUiitiiat^^ het 
fori ever*.'* ' ' 




w^.ffm f&greatlt^ agitate tf, tfet ffie wa^ 

i Kftfeii Xff this' clcplana;t}<m : She retired^ 
thgrdSlia^ mtor liadf Gt^^lWs dirdfittg-Toom,' 
wKift IjH4 Hatftfaigs repeated to her all d(athad 
^fled. Could his* happirteflr hare admitted ofktif 
increafe, it wdtifd h^e Heen augincrtced by the 
warmth andxendernefs o$f bifi mother's appl^obation* . 

'■•»■■' 
She arofe,. and» on enteriagr the dreQing-pomt 
f Now^ noi;^, my Louifa,*'" cried fte, claifpirig Jier to 
her bofom, " you are indeed my daughter V\ Then 
ipining her hand with' that of Lorct Hafliii^, who 
Kad fSSlbwed het, ^ May ti^nvti^r^Wt Wd^ ijqr: 
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childreni'* faid flie» *^ and. that God who mads. 
them virtuous, xnake them completely happy i" 

The happihefs of this amiable paii' was now, in* 
deedy as exquifite and unmixed as any which the 
moft glowing imagination could repreient. The 
late agitated ilate of their minds rendered the calm 
which now fucceeded it, peculiarly delightful^— 
Their felicity, however, was chaftened at times by 
their anxiety about Lady Granrille, whofe health, 
had not yet recovered the dreadful jQ^ock it (uftam- 
ed by the death of her hufband* 

Nbnc more fincerely partook in their traxiifport- 
than the generous Lady' Leift'er, who was then at 

the Earl's feat in ftire ; and whom Loui/a- 

immediately informed of thehapgy eclairciffement 
above-mentioned^ 

* The day following, on Louifa's being longer ab-i 
fcntfrom the dining-room • than _ufual, LordHaC 
fings went in feareh of her to the gardfen ; and, on 
entering the pavilion, which had been the fcenc of 
ib many mtcre/ling- interviews, was. not a, little flart- 
led on feeing Louiik fitting there, with a letter ia' 
her hand, almoft drowned in tears. He inquired 
the caufe of her forrow, with tender and eameiL 
folicitude : She gave him the letter ; it was from. 
Adelaide, and contained thefe words :. 

m 

To Ml/s Seymour* 

•\ - - • . 

— ^•^ ATMensth, beloved friend of my heart, the 
folemn/ awful hour approaches ! This is the lafl 
tetter you will ever receive from your Adelaide I 
Already my hand is fofeeble, it can hardly diredj 
xny pen*: 



I 



I fktl foi'the ftttguHh itiy deaeh inH cfccsdlbn jon ( 
pt 46rMif&iifi^ ynfllifp^tS' xne» your* heart {kkJl be. 
foothedy your forrows diYidedr--2en^ tbk-liap^ g^^^ 
confolation to mine*. 

\ ** Vfvk^ aoty ic^eik £*outia» thofe precious 11104 
tfieats which iliali never return^ and which ib aia»» 
iy fmp6rtapt duties, demand^ in exqeffiye an4 unav 
i^ailin^. iTqrrow.. ,Too, too many of them have wcj 

tent, mrf<md, pr^umptupus fchi»aae$ of uniningiei 
licityy ^Jblch; falls not to die lot of mortaisv*— Qh,^ 
^y Irieadi vain' alike s^^ tibe ^^eafures- that engfo(%, 
^d: the cares tha,t difquiet, the^ transmit moment^ 
^ oui: prefeAt exiftence !i — «-At this awful crifis^. 
i^hat do- all the xoncenw of time app<^a)v. in- comi^ 
fa^ifcwwith thtf Hopes o:^ eierifUy I 

' «<My heart ifbtild' iky ittudl, but my d!tti eye^ 
4ttd Vf ^mblihj^ h^d rtsfilfe their atd.^To th^ God 
^IdVe and goodnefs I ferVditly comiwend yoft ^ t6 
Aat God who wil! not feavfe die foul of his fervirtt^ 
defolate and forlorn^ to \Wj^fer in tht tmfeen world, 
—nor the body to. rema^ fbr Qver a. pnfoner in the 
fefatdifonie grav«. ' ' 

« "Fartwel, ffiend of my fonWbeft' IbVed an^ 
feted remembered Ij— My Lpuifay oh, farewel foY 
^vcr! 

Adelaide die Sr^ Caoii.** 

Lort! Saftitgs was greatly affa<5fed t^itll this ht^. 
to. It torched: fomfe fti4hgs ift his heart, that ac-. 
Cbi-ded- to its padi^tlc lah^age with a fad^iiTs and 
ifenfibility almbft too exquifite to be boiite. The 
Arrows of flifch hearts, however, are 'dclightfnl" ; 
^d, whilft tH^fc fcnd. lovers,^ thefe faithful frieirds,^ 



fiun^led their figbs togsedier^ the bitt^tiefs-of gvtdf 
was mfeniiblf converted into that fweet 'and tendelf 
fympathy, which gentjy agita£e3». without over- 
whelming the fouL 

Lord Haftings preyed the hand of Louifa to his. 
bofom, wiped away her tears, foothed her with love 
and tendemefs, and: cncduraged her tx> hope, thdt 
from change of air, time, and- other- remedies, Ade^^ 
fcude might ftiM recover. Refle<fting, that the ret 
peft due to the memory of a revered parent muft a* 
while delay that event to which all his wiflieswcre- 
dtrefted^ he prevailed oti Lduiik, by the* hope of 
once more- beholding lier friendj'to^ Join wtth hilh: 
in requefting Lady Qfanville to make trial for «• 
few months of' the air of the continents' 'He kn^ 
that the novelty and variety of the obje^s (he woiild 
meet with iq this little, tour, would neccffa^y. di- 
vert her thoughts from, the melanchbly fubje^ 
which conftantly occupied them ; and likewife ferve; 
to. relieve Louifa from that awkward confcioufnefs^ 
^Ittending her prefknt iitualion^ 

. .* ^  " 

- With much difficulty, Lady Granville was pre-^ 

railed on to enter into a fcheme, which called for 
an exertion to which her fpirits were very unequal ; 
but confcious of its: propriety, and accuftomed,^ 
from the Angular benevolence of her heart, even 
willingly to facrifice her own feelings to the com- 
fort or advantage of otliers, ihe ftrove at laft to, 
comply with the folicitationsv o£ her children, and, 
in gratitude for their duteous care of her health, tOk 
do fo with cheerfulnefs : " There is only one con- 
dition, Louifa,'* faid flie, " that can prevail on me 
to become a traveller at my age ; and that is, that 
4fi footi as I am wejiry of Francer you ihall ftand ea?* 
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^aiged ta find me a daughter ready to lQ^e> honotur} 

aad"Obey» the moment I return t0 England." ^ 

JLouiik bluflied ; and Lord Haftihgs, clafpin^ bii 
mother's hand, thanked her i/rith his fine, inteUigent 
eyes, for this kini^ hint* 

• To avoid obfervation, they fet otit with very fcw 

MiendantSy and reached Paris by flow and eaf]t 

joumies* Being properiy accommodated in lodg^ 

ings, in a retired village in the neighbourhood of 

Verfailles^ the very day after their arrival, leaving 

Lady Granville beliind, Lord Haftings ^ endured 

the andoufly impatient Louifa to the Convent of 

St. Cire. She covld not again enter thefe facred 

walls, without feeling her heart fwell with a con- 

Fuied variety of emotions. Thefe were not leflened 

on hearing, that, a few hours after fending her laft 

letter to her friend, the gentle Adelaide peacefully 

ended her innocent life, 

» 

Lord Haftings partook in her virtuous forrow | 

but whilft he did not venture to condemn, he gent* 

Ay endeavoured to calm and moderate her afflidion^ 

/.—How exquifitely foothing is that fympathy, which 

unites at once the ardour and delieacy of friendlhip 

with the matchlefs tendernefs of love ! / 

Whilft fhe fat down in the parlour, to compofe hef 
mind, and recover her fcattered fpints, fire received 
a meflage from the abbefs, requefting to fee her. 

On entering her apartment, (he prefented hei* 
with a fmall box, which Adelaide bequeathed td 
her vrith her dying breath. Louifa received it witli 
every mark of reverence for the beloved donor.-— 
She requefted to be fiiewn the ipot where ihe was 
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and fwcndflup tq.> jpenA tu4f?Mr^4 to Jicr>MUff bjr 
tyf ry wtus, A*^- wturqflij. toj L9rd Haftingf^ 9vll0 
unp^tioi^y yr^^ .for. lj§r, and wmcdMitdy coRt 
dttdfed her back to Verfaille$« j 

J.9^ji tetvod toiler aa>^r«^f p*, to ipflidgpM^th- 
ifHit wipi^/TcSy thoff tpj^rs which ferve^ jo.reli^v/ejuir 
]i€(ire. SJe t];^n a^drc^flid the foHQ:vwng l$tt9r,,tQ 
iLiady Leiftety whom ^h^ had proraijCed.to inform 0^ 
ike fate oi Adelaidcj '<is fopu^ Ih^ H^Quld bexyi^dg 
^quainted wkh lU 

\ — " ALREADY, xny dear frieud, that ii|)gffla» 
l^appipefs, on the pqflefliqii .of which you fo wacmi^ 
iohgratulate roc, has fuffered a cru^l inerruptiioa ; 
already tears mingle with mj joy !— Ah ! with h^ 
mility and moderation does it become man to en« 
loy th9.t prcfperity> which a thoufaud acci Jent« are 
pver at hand to cttibitter !— 'yyhich, however gre^iti 
trannot be. lafting'— ?an^ which muft, ya this /late, of 
trial, be one day Aicceeded by that adverfiqr, ^RhicJhft 
^y caxuxaft, .it rendf I? -nxpre ibvere, 

<* The kind, the generous llaftings, who prevents 
in4>^lges every wUl^ cf.myii^art, canifd, Xff9^ 
k. Cire th^ very <J^y after o;^ arrlyal.r-ljjaw .ffej^ 
defcribe the variety of feelings, witji whi«h X-PH^c^ 
more entered that facred abode of piety and peace ! 
-r-My trembling apprfih^niioi^s wyef e footi ei|c^pg^ 
cd for fatal ce^t^^y i . . . 

'^ I had aloT>g conv^aUon wltji.the y^par^Ut 
«l>befs, whp inforxaoed^ mf^. a%r eu|a|Baf|x)g- opdi^fi 
exemplary virtues of die dear dece^oj that (he aot 
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^xdy quitted life with ehcerfiil refignaticm, bttt tr{- 
iimpli and joy !— With her dying lips fhe bleiTed 
mcf bequeadied a little cafket to me, as a memorial 
of her friendihiis and bade thofe. around tell me, 
" that though divided for a little, we {hovdd furcly 
meet again," 

** I cannot help regretting my abfence from thb 
fblemn, ajffc<fHng fcene. Yet, alas J why ihould I 
regret ft ? . My affli<5lion would only have rendered 
death more formidable— might have difturbed he|r 
heavenly compofure, and dogged her afcending 
fpirit. 

** I refolved to viflt all that now remained of the 
beauteous^ amiable, admired Adelaide.— rAs I ap- 
proached the lowly^ dwelling, " I go to meet my 
friend," faid I 5 " but where are now the opetl 

, arms, the fmiling countenance, the* throbbing heart 
that were wont to welcome m*- ?"— — The lay-fifter 
pointied out the humble, undiftinguifhed fpot, where 

. the firft of women repofes, and retire.d : " Ths^t 
faithful heart fliall beat po more ! — No more fhall 
forrow heave that clay-cold bofom J-^The fhower 
of fpring fhall return — but no" leaf of her's fhall 
arife I — She is gone, fhe is gone for ever, and the 
place that once Knew her, Ihall ^aiow her no more !" 

"As I uttered this fentence, I was ftartled by 
fomething whidi moved the fod with which the 
grave was covered : It was her little dog Fidelle,- 
the laft gift of Grammont, on which fhe doated, 
and who had made itfelf a bed under the fod at 
the foot of her grave, which nothing could induce 
it to quit fince the hour of her interment. Tlie 
affedionate little animal knew me, and looked pit- 
eoufly in my face ; but inunediately on perceiving 
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Und refuined its former {K)ftare. 

«T!us Uttle afeaSiig circtimftancc quSa over- 
time wie — Mf evtr Wsttchfiil, attentire Haftings, 
afraid that this fcene might prove too fevei^e a tnal 
for my weak' ipirits. approached ; and giving me 
ills arm, led me bact in filerice to the coHvent. 

" 1 tlien retired, to vifh hey cell, that I might 
be more compofed before returning to the parlour ; 
-—Her chair, heri>^d, her books, fiurounded me ! 
The very pen with which (he had laft addreiTed me, 
lay on her table ! — liow pathetic was the filent 
language in which th*y (poke to niy iad ibul ! '  
There Was a becdmm|^ ftiUneis ift the defolate dwell- 
ing, that gently hiarmonized my feelings and com- 

pbfid my ialnd: 1 refle^ed with gratitude on 

t!he happinefs our mutual fHendfliip had fupplied ; 
and blefied God, tibat from the hour of its com- 
ttiencemdnt, we had ncter given each other a mo- 
mentary pain, nor wounded the delicacy of each 
ether's affection, by tarelds negled €>r culpable in- 
gratitude. 

* " And now, having recovered tolerable compo- 
fore, I came back to the parlour, where Haftings 
.impatiently waited for me ; and taking a laft look> 
and breathing a laft figh to St. Cire, and the 
memory of its tranquil ^eafures, returned to Lady 
Cranvilte. 

** On opening the little caiket, I found it contain- 
ed the pidure of Grammont ; a beaufifiil landfcape, 

%ppo££d to be the fcenery round -the fort of ^ 

-^where he died ; her cmcifit and rofary ; aild, what 
.1 faoM as invaltrable, a fmaU manufcript, iatidedy 



ReieftiozM of Add^ide de St. Cioi^y m die 
Convent of S^ Circ*' . • . 

** Thefc my dear Lady Leifter, ^wcrc all the 
treaf«res (he pofieifed ; and the^ will be ineftimar 
Me to me. I will keep from every eve this little 
hoard of grief ; and vdienever I am m danger 6^ 
forgetting myfelf, in too fecure and prefum^tuou^ 
proiperity, I wiD Contemplate thefe facred relics ;• 
and the virtoes of Adelaide will reform I|er frieiid* 
Adieu«— adieu. 

To thf far^. 
— ^^ YOU repjpc^h n;e vitfi heijag uujiip^. to my, 
beloved Haftjings^ ajid even ungrateful to Ueavei;^, 
t^r luflfering tl^e death of Adel^iide to cloud the ve- 
ry dawn orour happinefs. — ^Ah, Lady Leifter, how 
little do yott know of tjif? heart, when you accufe' 
it of coI<hiefs and ingratitude ! Believe me, I trem- 
ble to feel how; ftrohgly every aflfeftion of my foul 
1^ rivetted to one dear, deferying, engrofling obje£k| 

^^ The iituation in idiick we iiow £nd ourfelvesy 
IS perhaps the moft delightful which the humaa 
iinagination could pai2>t. Th^ Isute dif^efling event^^ 
hiave mingled all tiie foftnefs of pity with the ar- 
dour of paflion, and brought us infenfibly to a de- 
gree of confidence and intimacy, which' would fcaVce 
appear credible to any perfon acquasinted with the 
ktuation of our minds a fbort month ago. But 
what need i« there of cautioa or referve, with a. 
man who can read every fentiment of my foul ; who; 
would die iboncgr than give me the flighted pain* 
ajnd whofe refined manners, exalted honour, ^4 
glowing affedioDA m^ a foprce q( ^^c m^xt^Jxag; 
dclighftl T 
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^ Oh, my friend, will it always be fo i Wilt 
die heart of Ha(Ufl|^ be ever and only mine ? >   
Secure now in my boondlefs aflcdion, will be not 
defpife or negled a conqueft, which no more ob^ 
ftacles oppofe, and of which he knows no power 
on earth will dieprive him ?: — Ah ! - Lady Leifter, 
lliould be ever be leis kind, U& gentle, IdTs reipedt- 
ful J— I miehc fupport his negle<5l ; but his con*. 
t»mpt.*..0, Heaven, defend me from defei^ipg it I 
•«-I muft lay down my pen. 

' fi How differently, my dear Lady Leifter, 

do we view the fame objeA, whilH under the influx 
cnee of paiSon and of reafon ? — I am fo afhamed 
of the above, that I wiK do penance for m^ foUyv. 
by difclofing it without refcrve to my fnciidn 

. *^ Juft a^ I had finifhed the laft {bnte^e, Haf-. 
tin^s fent to requeft me to walk, as his mother had 
retired to take a Utile reft in her own apartment : 
I really was unable to quit mine ; and, for the firft 
time in my life, begged to be ezcufed. On inqulr** 
ing of Patty how I was employed, the Ample girl 
informed him ; and added, out of her great affec- 
tion, " I'm a&aid, Sir, my miftrefs has received' 
fome bad news, for ihe is writing of letters, and 
&ems in great afflidion. I really wifli your honour 
would ftep up ftairs, and talk to her ; for ihe for- 
bade me to return, and I'm fure, Sir, none can 
comfort her, if you can't."— He entered the room, 
which greatly increafed my agitation. He eameftly 
inquired the caufe : I was filent ; but on his urging^ 
to know, I tried to force a fmile, and told hin>, 
that he muft not fo foon begin to exercife his au- 
diority. He clafped my hand ; " Ah, Louifa,*' faid- 
he, " this is my time ; let me then enjoy my fiort- 
Uved power— -hcifeafter^ it will be your's to reign^ * 



^ To avoid the fubjed» I a(ke4 hm to read to me*- 
Ht took up a vt)lume of Sb^eipear^, whif^ lay on 
die table^ and read the moorikfcil foltloquy of thf 
melancholy Jacques. — My fpirits, exhaufted by the 
Htde exertion I had tuft mad^, for look me altogetHer. 
Regardlefs of die play, my thoughts retraced the iad 
fete of Grammont and Adelaide.— I fixed my ej^ 
oh Haflings-*! recolkfted that efef long his would 
be clofed by the inexorable hand of death— I even 
fancied be looked more languid and pale than ufual* 

** On looking up, he beheld' me motipnlefe as a 
ftatue, my head refling on my bo£[>m, and my ey^f 
ftreiaming with tears :* He Stw to my afilftance^ 
j^TcScd me to his bofom,. and conjured me, as I 
▼aiued his peace» to tell him the caufe of this inez* 
plicable diftrefs. Unable to fpeak, I pointed to the 
letter I had been writing. He read it, and returning 
to me, ftrove to calm my agitated fpirits wjth the 
moft foothing,the moft endearing tendemefs : " Why^ 
O why, my dearefl: Louifa^" faid he, " would you* 
embitter our exquifite enjoyment, by anticipating 
vadasxcholy erents, and even impbflible evils i for 
^ch I deem aoy change in our prefent fentiments 
^ each- other. • We are not, my love, to expeft ei- 
ther laftmg or unmixed happineft on cardi ; but let 
98 not deal migratefoUy and difingenuoufly with 
Heaven, leftj by refufing to enjoy the bkifings befc 
towed, they fliould be withdrawn frdm us. We do 
fiOt, my beft Louiia, ezpeA'4:o find each other perfed» 
er always the fame : We cannot fuppofe diat we 
fliall meet, after an abfence of a day, with the fame 
l^lowing tranfports we cxpeiience when meeting, 
after many months have divided us ; — the ,humaa;i 
'mind could not long foftain fuch impetuous fenfa^ 
tions.^^But I am confident we Ihall ever feel for eacji' 
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Other that confirmed cfteem, that mild complaceneyjt, 
that animated tendemefs, that'Wili infore the high- 
eft enjoyment of which our natures are capable." 

" Ah, my friend, had you feen me at that mo- 
ment, you would neither have thought me imkind 
nor ungrateful. I took hold of bis hand, and forget- 
ting that it was not the foothin^ accents of Adelaide 
to which I then liAened, rechned my head on his 
bofbm ; then looking up to my bett infbru<5lor, 
« Tell me, Haftings," faid I, « will not this intoxi- 
eating affe^on bind us to thaft world, we. muft faon 
leave, and render our feparation altogether infup* 
portable ?" — ^He looked at me fome moments : tears 
iwelled into his eyes :. then again folding me to his 
heart, ** No, beft and deareS of human beings, "^ 
replied he,\^" the facred affedion that unites our 
fouls, fhall not bind us to the world, but teach us to 
rife above both its pleafures and its pains ; and whien 
that God who united us, fhall fee. good a little while 
to divide us^he will enable the furvivor patiently to 
fupport that life which can be no longer enjoyed." / 

' " O, my fi-iend I the recolle^icm of this deeply 
isterefling converfation fwells my heart almoil to 
burfting I Never, never again fhall your Loujia 
injure the facred affedion of her Haftings, by '6ne 
fuixiety or apprchenfion fo unworthy of herfelf, fo 
utijdft to him. Never (hall this breaft harbour fuf- 
picioa, or this brow be clouded with care ; but har- 
mony and peace, and fmiling approbation, cheer 
every future hour of that life which fliall be wholly 
'devoted to make him happy^ 

" At your requeft, I fend you a fhort.extradl from 
the manufcript of Adelaide. If it affeidts you as ten?, 
dcrly as it does me, you Ihall have a longer one 
hei-eaftcr. 
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•< Lftdy Granville, unable to mix with fociety, or 
rclifli pleafure, already begins to talk of retnmipg 
to England. — ^Three months are elapfed fmce the 
death of Lord Granville, and his fon infills on the 
conditions ftipulated for by his mother, immediate- 
ly after the conclufion of the fourth ! — ^My heart 
confents with pleafure to every wiih of his ; and I 
long as much for home and quietnefs, as my dear 
Lady Granville. 

" One of the moft agreeable of my future ptoC^ 
pefts, is that of confirming my eileem of Lord 
Lcifter's charadler, by intimate acquaintance. Af* 
fure him and youifelf of the refpe<si and. tender at* 
tachment of 

Louisa Seymouh/* 



o- 



Reflections of Adelaii>e i>e St. Croix, ir 
THE Convent of St. Cirb. 

<< RETIRED to folitude and (ilence, I yield up oif 
mind to reflection. Alas ! what pleafure can mine afford 
»*and to whom (hould I communicate them i 

** Grammont ! thou no longer iharefl in the fentimentt- 
of the heart that loveth thee 1 Thou, knoweft them not 
'— ihou never more ihalt }piovn them !> 

<< Oh» my diiafbered foul ! too well haft thou proved 
the vanity, not only of the pride and pageantry of life, but 
even of its moft blamelefs pleafures 1 — By forgetting the 
decree of heaven » which determined this a flate of difci- 
pline, thou haft oppoied the wil> of the Mofl High ; by 
confining all thy enjoyment to the pc^flion of one ob- 
ject, thou haft lofty with that» the po.wer.to enjoy ; a^ 
by too eager a purfuit of happinefs, halt banifhed her 
from this mortal habitation for ever ! 
. ** Return then, oh my difafte!:ed foul ! return again to 
thy quiet r«ft : ieek no more after lying vanities — ^iadu)|[Q 
aot iifelefs forrow— check vaia and impious regret. Let 
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the ibortads of life moderate thy afflidiott» ai^ Its ewli^ 
anlaute thy defires after a better* * 

** Though X cannot always a^prove^ neither ought F 
rafhly to cenfore^ the coi>duS of thofe around me. Alas i\ 
'ftoiikl I condemn another, whokoow not that I am ri^di^i 
unlefs by the affiftance of that very reafon* which otherst 
pofld« la a fiur fvpoior degree^^who yet fee m bewHdered; 
m the miaea of error I 

VQ thou, isrho art the pure fountain of truthydiiv^ mer 
in my eameft endeavouiB to diCcoyer it i — Impute noir 
my errors to wilfuJoe%. but weaioieis / — I look up to« 
tliee for the (hppUes necefiary for life ;' and I imploice thy 
fiivour» which is better than Ufe it&lf 1 

^ Thou only feeft the heart, and knoweft that ccupbir 
nation of drcumftancesy by which th« judgment is mifle^' 
and the will influenced !-^Thou only canft determine 
how far the errors of thy creatures are voluntary ; and to 
mett Omniicienty it bdongs to condemn or acquit 1 

« Of let no tie».fttong as that thy Providence hath 
unloofedy again rivet my a^edtions to life I but grant that: 
the difs^ipoijitixieotof my^qrtUy hc^si^u^y pi^p<i^ ^- 
means of my heavenly preparation I 

** Once more I begin to taftc of peacei and habit rec- 
onciles ipe to the abfence of pleafure. — In humble expec- 
tation of fiitiire felicity, I ftriyc to fubftitute prefent rcfig:*- 
nation, in the room of paft^ enjoyment*. 

** I luiow tfaat'Qiilh'ops arc bom but to die. Alas I tha€^ 
many xhorc exift, jonly to ab^e the privilege of exiftence ! ^ 
I am aiTured, that innhite wifdom cannot err^ nor infipite 
benevolence he tmjuft ; I: how, therefi^xe, l>eibre the 
VLok High, and adore that wifdom ][ cannot comprehend,.. 

** Are we better judges pf our proper fphcre tj»n Ifim 
who appointed it ; . and will we premmptuoufly graijp ii|* 
the pn;Ee, before we hav^ reached the goaj ? Is it for ur 
to complain of pur infigoifi^ance atnong ^e creatures ot 
Ijis power, whilft there J^reatjies a hii^an being iyhom»! 
we can ^ft by, pur idvice> rejieye by our alms^ or en«- 




Ijiqr upiLtat^fnil #6Qgenuity 



I 



INTERESTING MEMOIRS. I35 

** O vain woiid ! that ftiH promifcs, and ftill deceives I 
•«*0 moft vain man, who ftill relieS) and is ftill dil^p« 
pointed ! No more do I covet thy gay profpedts — ^no 
more welcome thy deceitful hopes : they once looked' 
bright and allaring> but the vml of death has dropt» and. 
faadden them from my view for ever ! — ^Farewcl--^ longj 
iarewel — ^to thj pains and plcafures ! — Soon, oh foon, 
Orammonty will I join thee !- Then,, though ohfcure, 
ibi^otten, unlamented, a friend,, perhaps, may viiit m^ 
Ip-ave— perhaps a Louiik weep over it 1'- 



To LaJy Lelfier^ 

•* To-MORROW, my dear Lady Leifter, we beria 
that journey, which, I truft,'is to bring us inhejuth 
and happinefs to our native land. 

** My time now is chiefly employed in concert- 
ing, with, my deareft Haftings, that future plan of 
c(Hidu^> by purfuing which we fhall infure ftlf- 
approbation, i£ we cannot uninterrupted felicity. ^ 
I have the bed model before my eyes, in the charr 
ader of Xady Granville $ with whom you ave j^t. 
but half acquainted* 

** You have formerly teftified approbation of my 
portraits— let me. attempt that of a perfon who 
^nites that of a lady of faftiion with a reafonable 
woman ! 

" Uninflaved by the prejudices, and u^acorrupted. 
by the pradtices of the world. Lady Granville 
ftiainlsains, in the midft of. it, that recftitude of con- 
^udt, and fimplicity of manners, which accords 
with the fpirit of thofe dodlrines fiie adorns, and 
tile example of that Divine Mafter, whofe ftepa 
Oie profefles to follow. 



<< Byniaiiiteuiing an txemphrj conif^ h ber 
fiimAfi auad hf hicr judicious choice of bQokf be* 
fto!Pcd oa her xfaiioefticsy and ev^a read to thm on 
jpraper occafi<ms, fte lays the heft foundation for 
iifiinng dteir ^od conck^dt, by propeiiy infprnui^g^ 
ibeir minds* 

<* Her piety is without oftentadon^ and her zeal 
Ikithout hig^njp The complacency of her man- 
ners difibies cheerfulneis and good humour aroundf 
her ; and from her, youth meets vrith indulgencey 
modefty with encouragement) and merit with ap-^ 
yrohation. 

*' How plejifing is it, my dear friend^ to fee fjjo- 
ple, pojBefled of rajik and fortune, uniting \iati then^ 
^ thofe amiable and refpeiaable qualities, wfi|cj^ 
add luftre to titles, and dignity to birth J 

♦" Were I inclined t<» be rtrengpefol for yovrfi^H 
ae^r iU*nfage» I mights perh^s, with eqnat tmth^ 
affwe ypu# ** libat a newer £i70urifte hfls< ^plantefib 
yau in my hc^Kti and that tfa}s U the rexy Utkh/^teii 
yon mU re^^eine irons: 



< 



To Lord HajUngs.. I 1 

»* 

« NO longer fliall I difpute the pre-eminence of 
your fex — I fee, I confefs you are our fuperiors in. 
every thing. 

" Whilft women, weak and pufillanimbus, ar«' 
held inflavcd by the prejudices of education, thej 
bonds of principle, and the terrors of confcienccj^ 
wijth what fuperior courage do men (hake th^m o^, 
and a^Tert -their native freedof^ii I. 




"'^Mna^^'A 



«* If we venture even cm a flight peraHcation, tow 

^Lots the moral floiVr of our blood cover our dieelfd 

%ith blnflies, and betray onr ofience ?-*-But men, 

v»ith exalted courage,' break the bonds of cdxlfidaDes 

and good faith, and, nohly fuperior to remotfe atiS 

ihame, laUgh at our credulity, and proclaim aloud 

their triumph- 

• - • 

** Btit not only muft -we yitld to yon, on account 
of your fkcHity in making and breaking promiies, 
but in the fuperior and peculiar art you pofTefs, of 
forgetting them altogether.   Y our laft words 
when We parted, were, " I will Write to you 
frequently." — How you have fulfilled your engage- 
ments let Confcience anfwer. — O, cry you mercy! 
I believe he is not of your acquaintance, or dfe you 
lords indulge him with a perpetual vacation. 

*< Tell me truly, is it that, in plighting your faith 
to one woman, you confider yourfelves as abfolved 
from obfcrving it with all befides ? Or that ybli 
think the marriage vow fo large, that it fliould fwal* 
low up all the lefTer promifes that preceded it ? 

" But I will no longer argue with one I fo hear- 
tily defpife, or rather pity, for his deplorable infatua- 
tion, in voluntarily renouncing what he once might 
have enjoyed — the inefHmable privilege of my cor- 
rcfpondence. 

** Affure Louifa, fhe ftiall have no good wifhea 
from me, on account of her approaching nuptials ; 
fhe is pofTefFed already of more happinefs than fhe 
knows how to ufe. As for your^s, it is too complete 
to admit of any Edition. 

** As we fhall be with my father about the time 
of yxrtff aitlval, I hope we fliall fee you before the 



136 INTERESTING MEMOIRS* 

honey-moon expires.— ^-Take comfort, Haftxngs; 
—we have been married four months^ and our's is 
not yet on the wane. Nay, from its mild and gen- 
tle afped, I flatter myfelf it njgy continue to enlight- 
en our hemifphere for life.— Adieu, caro amtco* 

Charlotte Leister.** 

, Aftei* an eafy and pleafant journey, the travellers 
returned'^ their ho/pitable man/Ion ; where Dr. 
Melville "v^ited to receive them, and next morning, 
in prefence V>«ily of their principal domeftics, joined 
the hands of Mifs Seymour and Lord Haftings. 

If the lofs which Lady Granville had fuftained 
cf the beft of hiifbands, could never be forgotten, h 
was at leaft alleviated by the duteous and tended' 
cares of her children ; whofe lading happinefs 'was 
firengthened and confirmed by every tie which hea- 
ven has annexed to the moft facred and endearing 
€f all connections* 



END* 
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